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Nomination opens for Yemeni council 

•^y'- f (R > Yemen's ncrty-clcclsA parliament opened the 'door 
Tuesday tor deputies to nominate candidates for the country's five- 
member presidential council. Candidates must be at least 35 years old. 
bo f!!\ m . Ycm ? n, _ Parents, not married to a foreigner, not implicated in 
political or ainunal cases and must enjoy the support of a quarter of the 
-301-member parliament. A date for a secret ballot to elect the new council 
has not been set yet but the parliament, formed after united Yemen's first 
general etccuont in April, said nominations have to be presented by Aue 
a. The current council, formed in May 1990 when North and Sou* 
Yemen merged includes President Ali Abdullah Saleh, who headed the 
conurWM north, and Vice-President Ali Salem AJ Baidh, who was 
leader of South Yemen. The other three members are Abdul Kareera A) 
Arelu, who was bead of the North’s Shura (consultative) council Salem 
Saleh Moharanuui a senior official from South Yemen, and former South 
Yemeni Prune Minister Abdul Am. Abdul Ghani. President Saleh'* 
General People’s Qingrws emerged as the largest party in April’s 
elections followed by the Yemen Socialist Party (YSP), which held power 
. in South Yemen. The Islamist Islah Party holds about a quarter of the 
Cheats in parliament. 
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Christopher expected in Cairo July 31 

(Agencies) — U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher will 
visit Cairo on July 31 during a Middle East tour to push forward the peace 
process. Foreign Minister Amr Musa said Tuesday. The United States has 
been trying to end the stalemate between the Arab and Israeli negotiators. 
Egypt has been helping the U.S. mediation. Mr. Christopher sent his 
envoy Dennis Ross to the region earlier this month and announced he 
would visit himself after receiving Mr. Ross’s report. From Egypt. Mr. 
Christopher will go to Israel, Jordan, and Syria. His Middle East. mission 
will follow a visit to Singapore and Australia. Israel Radio said Mr. Ross 
will tour the Middle East from July 28 to prepare Mr. Christopher's visit. 
Mr. Ross, the State Department’s coordinator for the Middle East peace 
process, would spend July 28 in Israel before moving on to Jordan, Syria 
and Egypt, the radio said. He shuttled round the region for a week from 
July 8 trying to unblock the peace negotiations, a task which now awaits 
Mr. Christopher. 
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rijJjCotln to visit 

Jordan and Israel 


ged ‘ . 

AMMAN (R) — Turkish Foreign 

. Minister Hikmat Cetin will visit 

o ut Jordan and Israel later this month 

'I on *? r ***** on *&* Middle East 
coc,; H peace process and bilateral ties, 
officials said Tuesday. Mr. Cetin 
d a % had been due to visit Jordan on 

r shal'T* June 22 but an *W the trip 
Qi *** because the new Turkish govem- 
ilin * J| ^ eat was standing a vote of confi- 
0n in parliament. He is ex- 

*41 . peeled to arrive in Amman Sun- 
n Mr.fc day. He will leave for Israel Tues- 
day. 

l®s’ Egypt, Sudan to 
id ay meet this month 

■South P>. KHARTOUM (R) — Egypt and 
Fiji £ 50 d? 0 have agreed to hold a 
f to ministerial meeting this month in 
itaiifsf? a *° resolve disputes 

''ernjjtta. sft^nmg ties, a senior Sudanese 
ij, 1 official said Tuesday. Foreign 
a nqi^f Ministry First Under-Secretary 
°nNov » < ^ mar Yousef Barido said Sudan’s 
R . av - 5 ambassador to Cairo, Izzeddine 
* 0 ' * Hamid had informed the govem- 

aneefcA. ment that the E ® r P tian had 
er 5 ^ /ffitfed to a meeting of their two 

c Jraign ministers in Cairo before 

■obTl! ^ ie Mr ‘ Barido fold a 

' It t news briefing the exact date 
■j. would be decided in the next few 
th’« w. ^ AU problems preventing the 
s tot resumption of normal relations 
Hoot between the two neighbours are 
“ Rl B: due to be discussed, he added, 
govenc 

5 ^ Saudi university 
aft&if don detained 

eiii'fe NICOSIA ( AFP) — Saudi police 
.'•ncelt ** Bve arre sted university lecturer 
accused of supporting the coun- 
try's banned human rights com- 
mittee, the London-based group 
Liberty said in a statement. 
Khaied AJ Houmaidan, a lecturer 
in physics and chemistry at King 
Saud University in Riyadh, was 
detained Monday by police who 
searched his home and office and 
seized some documents. Liberty 
said. He was accused of having 
“links” with the human rights 
committee, two of whose mem- 
bers were arrested on May 15 and 
$une 16 respectively. 

Exiles to march 
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MARI AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(R) — The leader of 395 Palesti- 
nian expellees said Tuesday about 
80 ailing exiles would march to- 
wards Israeli tines in South Leba- 
non Thursday. Abdul Aziz Al 
Rantisi said the marchers would 
try to give a list of 82 ill exiles to 
Israeli soldiers at Zemraya cros- 
sing point into Israel's “security' 
zone” two kilometres south of 
their tent camp.” 

Party offices 
ransacked In Tunis 

TUNIS (R) — The opposition 
progressive Socialist Rally Party 
3a ip) Tuesday its headquarters in 
Tunis had been ransacked. Water 
from a tap deliberately opened 
during the break-in on Sunday 
night damaged the offices, party 
documents and a neighbouring 
shop, the party said. Nejib Chab- 
bi, the party’s secretary-general, 
said he asked the interior minister 
to- Take appropriate action and 
ensure the security of the party. 

Syrian navy chief 
begins Russian visit 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Syrian nav- 
al commander General Mustapha 
Tayara Tuesday began a one- 
week visit to Moscow and St. 
Petersburg, Itar-Tass reported. 
The officer was to meet with his 
Russian counterpart. Admiral 
Gromov, and bold talks 
$fth the commander of the Sl 
P etersburg naval base. Rear 
Admiral ^Vladimir Grishanov, the 
news agency said. 

Lebanese troops fire 
on angfy mourners „ 

KFAR ROUMMAN, Lebanon 
(R) — Lebanese troops opened 
fire 10 stop a crowd of angry 
mourners marching in South 
Lebanon Tuesday, seriously 
wounding one man, witnesses 
said. They said three other men 
were injured by stone fragments 
thrown up by bullets fired by 
troops in front of the crowd to 
stop them reaching an army post 
in tiie village of K&r RouBfflian. 
The firing forced the crowd back. 
The marchers were among hun- 
dreds of mourners at the funeral 
guerrilla from the Syrian- 
bicked Amal movement killed in 
a dash with Lebanese troops on 
the outskirts of the village on 
Monday. 


Arafat says confederation is 
Jordanian- Palestinian goal 


Combined agency dispatches 

TUNIS — Palestinian leader Yas- 
ser Arafat has publicly called for 
a Jordanian-Palestinian confed- 
eration after the establishment of 
a Palestinian state- in an address 
to students on the occupied West 
Bank. 

“Confederation is the free and 
voluntary choice of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC).” Mr. 
Arafat said in his first public 
endorsement of the idea he dis- 
cussed with His Majesty King 
Hussein earlier this month. 

Mr. Arafat was speaking Mon- 
day to students celebrating the 
victory of a list backing his Fateh 
mainstream wing in student elec- 
tions at Al Najah University in 
Nablus. The list last week defe- 
ated Muslim fundamentalist riv- 
als. 

Palestinians say the confedera- 
tion idea is meant to break a 
deadlock in negotiations on 
Palestinian self-rule in the Israeli- 
occupied territories: 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher is due to visit the 
Middle East in early August to 
try to breathe new life into the 
stalled talks. 

Mr. Arafat, who has been 
speaking by phone to Palestinian 
gatherings in the occupied terri- 
tories, also urged his followers in 
the Fateh movement — the 
largest faction in the PLO — to 
maintain good relations with riv- 
als in the Muslim fundamentalist 
Hamas movement. 


The aim of Palestinians is “the 
establishment of an independent 
state, with Jerusalem as its capit- 
al. to become later part of a 
Palestinian- Jordanian confedera- 
tion, in accordance with the free 
wishes of our two brotherly peo- 
ple,” the agency quoted Mr. Ara- 
fat. 

“There is nobody among us 
(Palestinians) who would give up 
one inch of national territoiy, and 
(Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak) 
Rabin and the Americans who 
are behind him would do well to 
understand this,” he said. 

“The enemy must understand 
that we want a just peace and not 
a capitulation." Mr. Arafat said. 

The PNC adopted the idea of a 
confederation as official policy in 
1983, andjias reaffirmed its sup- 
port for it. 

The idea was refloated last 
week by Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres, who said Thursday 
that Israel should embark on 
talks with the Palestinians on the 
subject. 

There was nothing in the re- 
marks to indicate that Mr. Arafat 
would ever abandon the idea of a 
sovereign Palestinian state. But 
describing such a state in terms of 
a bridge to a confederation with 
Jordan could be a step towards 
agreement with Israel. 

Palestinian and Israeli officials 
have been reported as saying that 
the idea of a confederation was 
likely to be raised when Mr. 
Christopher arrives in August in a 
fresh bid to revive the peace 


talks. The 10th round of talks — 
involving Syria, Lebanon, Jor- 
dan, the Palestinians and Israel 
— ended inconclusively on July I 
in Washington. 

PLO officials said the confed- 
eration idea had wide support in 
the powerful 100-man Fateh Re- 
volutionary Council, meeting in 
Tunis. 

The council, headed by Mr. 
Arafat, was .expected to end its 
meeting in Tunis late Tuesday 
with a statement on the subject. 

Al Chourouk, a Tunisian news- 
paper well-connected to the 
Palestinians, reported Tuesday 
that PLO Executive Committee 
member Mahmoud Abbas would 
resume talks soon with Jordanian 
officiate in Amman on the prop- 
osed confederation. 

The paper said the two sides 
were involved in serious consulta- 
tions on the final details of con- 
federation. the paper said Jordan 
had apparently put forward an 
old idea to establish a united 
Arab kingdom, including Jordan 
and any Palestinian areas surren- 
dered by Israel. , 

The Palestinians prefer a con- 
federation between two indepen- 
dent states, the paper said. 

King Hussein has said in recent 
months that a confederation is 
not feasible unless Palestinians 
can freely choose it after they 
gain sovereignty in the lands 
where they live. Jordan dropped 
all claims to the West Bank in 
July 1988, declaring it the respon- 
sibility of the PLO, regarded by" 


most Arabs as the sole repre- 
sentative of Palestinians. 

After meeting with King Hus- 
sein in June, Mr. Arafat told 
reporters that relations between 
Palestinians and Jordan were 
good example of a confederation 
relationship that was voluntarily 
chosen by the two brotherly peo- 
ple.” But he declined to say 
whether he and the King had 
discussed confederation. 

'Indirect talks' 

Israel is using a foreign in- 
termediary to try to unblock the 
peace talks with the Palestinians, 
the Hadasbot newspaper re- 
ported Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Rabin told In- 
terior Minister Aryeb Deri about 
the clandestine contacts Monday, 
the Hebrew daily said, quoting 
high-level political sources. 

Mr. Rabin’s spokesman Gad 
Ben Ari said there was no truth in 
the report, which follows a series 
of revelations in the Israeli press 
about secret negotiations with the 
PLO. 

Hadashot said Mr. Rabin has 
informed the PLO he was pre- 
pared to withdraw the Israeli 
army from part of the occupied 
Gaza Strip if the Palestinians 
agreed not to raise the question 
of the status of Jerusalem at this 
stage of the peace talks. 

Foreign Minister Peres told 
parliament Monday that no 
Israeli leader had met PLO offi- 
cials. 


Yemen says 
Gulf ties 
on mend 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — 
Yemeni Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Salem Bassinda- 
wa was quoted Tuesday as 
saying that his country's relati- 
sons with neighbouring Gulf 
Arab states, badly strained 
during the Gulf war, were on 
the mend. 

In an interview with 
London-based Lebanese daily 
Al Hayat, Mr. Bassmdawa 
said: “All of the initiatives 
and developments indicate 
thate a new era has started for 
Yemen and the Gulf coun- 
tries, especially sisterly Saudi 
Arabia. 

“This era will be a 
flourishing one and the rela- 
tions will be stronger than any 
time before,” he told the 
newspaper, which is published 
simultaneously in Beirut, 
Bahrain and London. 

Mr. Bassindawa concluded 
Monday a two-day visit to 
Saudi Arabia that included a 
meeting with King Fahd. 

He delivered a message to 
the monarch from Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
and held talks with Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan Ben 
Abdul Aziz on a long-running 
Yemeni-Saudi border dispute. 

After the meeting, Mr. Bas- 
sandawa said King Fahd had 
accepted an invitation to visit 
Yemen. 

"King Fahd accepted the 
invitation... but a date for the 
visit has not been set yet,” the 
minister told Reuters by tele- 
phone from Jeddah. 

Mr. Bassandawa told Al 
Hayat the message to King 
Fahd dealt with bilateral ties, 
and included an invitation 
from the president to bis 
brother King Fahd to visit 
Yemen.” 

He said be left King Fahd 
feeling "more optimistic that 
the Yemen-Saudi relations 
will soon be restored and be- 
come stronger than they were 
in the past” 

Mr. Bassindawa was the 
first such ranking Yemeni offi- 
cial to be welcomed in Saudi 
Arabia since Yemen was 
ostracised by the Gulf states, 
its traditional bankrolled, 
during the 1990-91 Gulf crisis 
for siding with Iraq. 

After the liberation of 
Kuwait in February 1991, 
Saudi Arabia terminated the 
world contracts of one million 
Yemenis and sent them back 
home. 


Tension rises as Syria, 
Lebanon talk tough 


Combined agency d e sp a tch es 


BEIRUT — Tension rose Tues- 
day after resistance forces attack- 
ed Israeli targets with rockets and 
mortars and the Jewish state and 
Syria talked tough at each other 
over the escalating violence and 
threats. 

Syria warned Israel not to 
embark on further attacks on 
southern Lebanon, warning that 
“each assault on Lebanese 
sovereignty is an assault onSyria." 

“Syria cannot just stand and 
watch the suffering and pain of 
her Lebanese brothers," 
government-run Radio Damascus 
said in a commentary. 

“The rulers of Israel know that 
relations ^between Syria and 
Lebanon are founded on blood 
and on common destinies, and 
that every assault on Lebanon is 
also seen as an assault on Syria,” 
the radio warned. 

Radio Damascus accused Israel 
of having “refused to consider the 
question of pulling out of south- 
ern Lebanon" during bilateral 
discussions. 

Israel then “stirred up the 
situation and mobilised its forces 
(in the region), constantly haras- 
sing the Lebanese government 
with large-scale operations which 
go against the spirit of the peace 
process and against the (U.N.) 
Security Council resolutions,” it 
claimed. 

Israel sent reinforcements to its 


South Lebanon “security zone." 
hours after guerrillas fired 'rock- 
ets and mortar bombs at Israeli 
and allied forces there, security 
sources said. 

They said an Israeli military 
column of 25 vehicles, including 
tanks, armoured troop carriers 
and artillery pieces, crossed the 
border into Lebanon and was 
deploying in the western sector of 
the Israeli "security zone." 

The latest buildup came after 
guerrillas fired rockets and mor- 
tar bombs at two Israeli and allied 
positions on the tip of the buffer 
strip without inflicting any casual- 
ties. 

It also followed a threat by 
Israel’s army chief Lieutenant 
General Ehud Barak to retaliate 
for a stepped up guerrilla cam- 
paign against Israeli forces and 
their allied South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia. 

“We expect the other side to 
(read) ... the writing on the wall 
and to avoid any escalation,’' 
Gen. Barak said. 

“But if they will fail to do that 
... I believe that the government 
will consider the appropriate 
steps and whatever it decides to 
be appropriate, the Israel defence 
forces will be ready and deter- 
mined to execute effectively," he 
added. 

Security sources who requested 
anonymity said the SLA gunners 
launched mortar bombardment 
on a string of villages facing the 
“security zone.” 


Israel punishes soldiers 
who crossed to Jordan 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — The 
Israeli army said Tuesday it 
punished an officer and two sol- 
diers who inexplicably drove a 
military car across a bridge from 
the occupied West Bank into 
Jordan before being returned. 

Military sources said the offic- 
er. a lieutenant, was jailed for 
three weeks and fined, one sol- 
dier was jailed for two weeks, and 
the other was fined. Israel and 
Jordan are officially at war, and 
Israelis are not allowed to cross 
into Jordan. 

The three reservists drove from 
the occupied West Bank across 
the King Hussein Bridge Mon- 
day. Jordanian soldiers arrested 
them and returned them to Israel 
with their weapons and papers 
three hours later. 

The army said it did not know 
why they crossed the bridge. Nor 
was it aware of any previous such 
incidents. The bridge is used by 
foreigners and residents of the 


occupied territories with special 
permission. 

The trio, all on reserve duty, 
claimed not to have realised they 
had crossed the ceasefire line. 
They did not resist arrest by 
Jordan security forces and were 
questioned for one hour, the 
spokesman said. 

The Israeli army opened an 
inquiry into how the three got 
through military posts without 
any apparent difficulty. 

“Three reserve soldiers, in- 
cluding one lieutenant, serving in 
Jericho, crossed the bridge at 
about 5 p.m. (1400 GMT} in a 
military vehicle,” an army 
spokesman said. 

"They were immediately 
anested after they crossed and 
taken to a Jordanian police sta- 
tion. Upon the reauest of Israeli 
military officials the Jordanians 
released the three an hour later 
and returned them with their 
arms and documents. 


9-year-old 
killed 
in Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A nine-year-old 
boy died Tuesday from head 
wounds sustained during a 
clash between Israeli troops 
and Palestinian stone-throwers 
two days earlier, the army said. 

Arab reports said Issar Mat- 
tar was the victim of army fire. 
The army said that shrapnel 
was found in his head, and that 
It was investigating the cir- 
cumstances of his death. 

Mattar died ax Tel Hashom- 
er Hospital in Tel Aviv, where 
be was brought Tuesday after 
the clash in the Jabalya re- 
fugee camp in the occupied 
Gaza Strip. 

Human rights groups have 
recently criticised the army, 
charging that its troops are 
increasingly inclined to use live 
fire when children are present. 

Relatives told AFP that 
Mattar was flying a lute well 
away from the stone-throwers 
when be was hit. 

Clashes erupted in nearby 
Shatti camp, on the edge of 
Gaza City, and soldiers opened 
fire wounding a 12-year-old 
and a 24-year-old boy in the 
legs. Palestinian sources said. 

Mattar was the 41st Palesti- 
nian aged 16 and under to die 
in dashes with troops since last* 
December, a sharp increase 
over the previous year, when 
17 children were kjUed. 

Army regulations forbid 
shooting at youths aged 15 or 
under. The army acknow- 
ledges the increase, but attri- 
butes it to a rising number of 
violent crowd inddents, saying 
that soldiers opening fire are 
usually unaware that children 
are present. 

Douglas Hogg, the British 
minister.of state for foreign 
affairs, toured the Gaza Strip 
Tuesday, and met with a group 
of Palestinian leaders (see 
story 00 page 10). 

Also Tuesday, masked vigi- 
lantes stabbed to death a man 
in Gaza city. Arab reporters 
said. The death brought to 745 
the number of Palestinians kil- 
led by fellow Arabs in the 516 
year uprising against Israeli 
rule in the occupied territories, 
most suspected of collabora- 
tion with Israel, drug dealing, 
or prostitution. 

Mattar’s death brought to 
1,131 the number of Palesti- 
nians killed in dashes with 
Israelis, and 140 Israelis have 
also died in the violence, 
according to an AP court. 



ANOTHER VICTIM: A wounded Bosnian 
woman waves goodbye as she is evacuated by the 
U.N. with other wounded from Sarajevo's Kosevo 


Hospital Tuesday to a hospital in Germany for 
farther medical treatment (see Bosnia story on page 

• AFP photo j 


Ail people of Jordan are one family, 
Majali tells Al Wihdat delegation 


AMMAN (Petra) — The peo- 
ple of Jordan are one family 
regardless of their origins as 
long as they believe in its reg- 
ime. respect it. belong to it and 
defend it. Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Al Majali said 
Tuesday. 

In a meeting at the Prime 
Ministry with a delegation 
from Al Wihdat refugee camp. 
Dr. Majali said: “All who be- 
lieve in this land have the same 
rights and duties and this is 
something that is clear." 

"We on this land are 
brothers in blood, faith, des- 
tiny and future,” be added. 

He affirmed that eventually 
the "righteous side will 


triumph in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict" and underlined that 
the Palestinian people will at 
the end regain their rights. 

Dr. Majali reviewed with the 
delegation several issues, in- 
cluding the Middle East peace 
process, stressing that the 
Arab-Israeli negotiations since 
they started in Madrid have 
shown the Palestinian entity as 
a civilised, respectable entity, 
as was the case with the Jorda- 
nian entity. These negotiations 
have also highlighted the diffe- 
rent features of the two en- 
tities. he said. 

The prime minister affirmed 
Jordan’s adherence to its 


national stands, reiterating 
that the Kingdom will never 
negotiate on behalf of the 
Palestinians and will always 
advocate a comprehensive 
solution on all tracks of nego- 
tiations with Israel. 

Members of the delegation 
voiced their appreciation for 
the Jordanian government’s 
foreign and domestic policies 
and its keenness to resolve all 
problems facing citizens and 
expressing their support for 
these policies and backing fer- 
tile national unity. 

The meeting was attended 
by Interior Minister Salameb 
Ham mad. 


| the "righteous side will Jordan's adherence to its Hammad. 

Ekeus prepares report foi 
U.N. as Iraq claims victoi 

Combined agency despatches I I _ I 


Combined agency despatches 

BAHRAIN — U.N. envoy Rolf 
Ekeus, satisfied with the tempor- 
ary wea pons-monitoring agree- 
ments he struck with the Iraqis, 
prepared Tuesday to seek U.N. 
Security Council endorsement for 
the supervision plan. 

Mr. Ekeus left Baghdad Mon- 
day amid euphoria that his efforts 
may have averted a fresh U.S.- 
led military strike to force coop- 
eration with U.N. inspectors 
trying to eliminate Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Jan Fischer, the Bahrain-based 
regional representative for Mr. 
Ekeus, said the Swedish head of 
the U.N. special commission was 
closeted with bis aides, writing 
the report he would take to the 
U.N. Security Council hearing on 
Thurday. 

The Security Council had 
warned last Thursday of “serious 
consequences” — possible air 
attacks — if Iraq continued 
blocking U.N. officials from us- 
ing video cameras to monitor two 
missile-testing sites. 

After six meetings with Iraq's 
deputy premier, Tareq Aziz, Mr. 
Ekeus said he had not only 
reached an interim compromise 
on the issue of the cameras, but 
had reversed Iraq’s refusal to 
accept long-term arrangements 
for monitoring and verification of 
its weapons capabilities. 

Iraq did not flatly state it 
accepted Security Council Re- 
solution 715, which maps out the 
long-term monitoring. But Mr. 
Ekeus commented: ‘To comply 
is more interesting than theoretic 
statements. We have to live in a 
world of realities.” 

Mr. Ekeus planned to fly Tues- 
day night to New York, where 
high-level Iraqi officials promised 
to join him in late August or early 
September to discuss technical 
arrangements, such as future 
meeting places. 

In the meantime, U.N. 
weapons experts will continue to 
pursue their inspections in Iraq, 
and a nudear team was scheduled 
to arrive in the next week. 

Mr. Ekeus cautioned, “it’s not 
for me to say whether there’s an 
end of the crisis. It’s the Security 
Council that decides if the issue is 
settled in a satisfactory way.” 


U.N. likely to retain sanctions 

THE SECURITY Council will opt Wednesday to maintain an 
embargo on Iraq despite the U.N .-Iraqi interim accord on 
long-term monitoring of Baghdad's military might, diplomatic 
sources said Tuesday. 

The council's 15 members on Wednesday are to review the status 
of the embargo imposed following Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. They 
have carried out such reviews every two months since August 1990. 

As Iraq has not complied fully with all* council demands, the 
Western sources said, it would be out of the question for the 
council to consider even a partial ^lifting of the sanctions. 

The interim agreement reached in Baghdad Monday by the head 
of the commission responsible for Iraq’s disarmament, Rolf Ekeus 
of Sweden, fuelled hopes in Baghdad that the sanctions crippling 
Iraq’s economy might be eased. 

Separate negotiations between the Unired Nations and Iraq on a 
posable resumption of sales of limited quantities of Iraqi oil, under 
international control, were suspended Thursday, at Baghdad's 
request. Those talks could resume in a maner of days. 


He also warned that, while an 
“intolerable and impossible stale- 
mate” had been broken, many 
outstanding issues remained 
which could cause new friction. 

“We’re still very suspicious” 
about Iraq’s intentions, he said, 
referring to a possible Iraqi desire 
to rebuild its weapons of mass 
destruction if it ever got the 
chance. Mr. Ekeus said he could 
not even confirm that Iraq was 
not hiding remnants of the prog- 
rammes destroyed by the inspec- 
tors since the Gulf war ceasefire. 

Diplomats at the United Na- 
tions in New York said that Iraq 
would let the cameras be installed 
but they would not be turned on 
until farther talks to flesh out the 
agreement on long-term monitor- 
ing. Iraq agreed in addition to 
inform the U.N. of any tests at 
the missile sites. 

Iraq asserted Tuesday it had 
emerged ‘victorious" from its 
latest confrontation with the Un- 
ited Nations as hopes rose that 
crippling sanctions may soon be 
eased. 

The compromise reached Mon- 
day ended fears of more U.S. air 
strikes. 

The government daily Al 
Jumhuriya said Iraq had come 
out of the crisis "victorious” with 
its “head held high,” and was 
“reaping the fruits of the glorious 
defence of its sovereignty.” 

It made no mention of the deal 
struck with Mr. Ekeus. 

Iraq had convinced Mr. Ekeus, 
head of the U.N. Special Com- 


mission for disarming Iraq (UN- 
SCOM), of the “legitimacy of its 
demands,” and he “undertook to 
ask the Security Council for at 
least a partial lifting of the embar- 
go,” the paper said. 

It was Baghdad's refusal to 
consent to monitoring before the 
sanctions were lifted that sparked 
the crisis. 

Mr. Ekeus conceded that there 
had been an "indirect link" be- 
tween the talks on monitoring 
and the easing of the embargo. 

Negotiations between Baghdad 
and the United Nations on re- 
sumption of oil sales were sus- 
pended last week as Mr. Ekeus 
flew in on a last-ditch mission to 
defuse the crisis. 

Baghdad is negotiating to sell 
SI. 6 billion worth of crude, pri- 
marily to buy food and medi- 
cines. 

The Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
announced an emergency meet- 
ing for July 28 after prices fell on 
expectations that Iraq will soon 
be able to resume exporting oil. 

Iraqi optimism on the lifting of 
sanctions was tempered by cau- 
tion Tuesday, to judge by the 
black market rate of the dinar, an 
indicator of general confidence. 
However, for prices of food stuff 
fell 

Al Jumhouriyah praised Iraqi 
negotiators who snatched “a 
pledge from Ekeus to ask the 
Security Council to review the 
embargo for the sake of removing 
it, at least partially.” 
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Middle East News 


Somalia prog ramm es intact 
despite violence, Howe says 
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MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
The 27-nation U.N. military 
coalition will have rooted out 
gunmen and bandits in Somalia 
by 1995, vowed the U.N. special 
envoy here. 

Envoy Jonathan Howe stressed 
that U.N. forces will be able to 
withdraw on schedule by May 
1995, by which time be believes 
the country will be peaceful 
enough to rebuild its economy 
and restore social and political 
stability. 

"There’s already the start of 
commercial activities we're all 
pretty excited about," Adm. 
Howe, a retired American adnrir-. 
al, told reporters at the heavily- 
guarded U.N. headquarters com- 
pound. 

He spoke shortly after two 


he said.' 

Bnt' for now, U.N. military 
officials conceded they had no 
control over southern Moga- 
dishu, about 40 per cent of this 
dty of nearly one million inhabi- 
tants. The military estimated 
Gen. Aideed commands about 
500 armed men in that area, said 
Simon Israel, spokesman for the 
international charity Care. 

The comments came Monday 
during a meeting with officials of 


itow numbering more than 20,000 
from 32 countries, would leave 
Somalia as planned "less than 
two years from now." 

Loral newspapers meanwhile. 


quoted Gen. Aideed as saying 
that "only the total evacuation of 


some 20 private aid organisations 
at which U.N. officers announced 


American military police were 
wounded by sniper me in Moga- 


dishu. The soldiers, who were not 
identified, were reported stable 


at which U.N. officers announced 
a new licencing policy aimed at 
controlling the number of 
weapons in circulation. 

Most foreign civilians employ 
armed bodyguards, and aid work- 
ers expressed dismay at the plan. 
They said the new policy would 
have little impact on restricting 
weapons among militiamen and 
thieves. 


while undergoing treatment at 
the main U.S- field hospital. 

Thirty-five peacekeepers have 
died since June 5 in attacks 
blamed on gunmen loyal to re- 
negade dan leader Mohammad 
Farah Aideed, who controls 
southern Mogadishu. More than 
100 U.N. soldiers have been 
wounded. 

U.N. forces have retaliated 
with helicopter attacks on several 
compounds believed used by 
General Aideed’s gunmen, re- 
sulting in heavy Somali casualties 
and triggering international critic- 
ism about excessive force by 
U.N. troops. 

Adm. Howe said the recent 
violence has been largely con- 
fined to the relatively small 
southern portion of the capital. 
He said it should not overshadow 
the U.N. mission's broader 
achievements. 

“It's time the other story was 
told," Adm. Howe said. 

He said starvation has largely 
been eradicated in rural areas 
since the foreign military in- 
tervention began with a U.S.-led 
operation in December. Schools, 
shut down by anarchy and famine 
during two years of civil war, are 
open again, and harvests are 
picking up, he said. 

Displaced families, among 
more than 1.2 million refugees 
who fled the war, have began 
returning to rebuild their homes 
and young militiamen, say they 
are tired to fighting, Adm. Howe 
said. 

He expressed confidence U.N. 
forces soon would end weeks of 
anarchy in Mogadishu itself. 

“In a couple of months, when 
we have finished our systemmatic 
disarmament of this city, you mil 
be able to walk around at least 
with the same degree of comfort 
you have in Rome or New York," 


Humanitarian agencies are 
being asked to submit to a 
bureaucratic weapons policy 
which will reduce their own pro- 
tection," Mr. Israel said. 

On Sunday, a house-to-house 
weapons search carried out by 
U.S. troops in southern Moga- 
dishu found 11 automatic rifles, 
an anti-tank missile and a 
machin e gun. 

Gunmen riding in a stolen bos 
opened fire on Italian peacekeep- 
ers later Sunday and overnight ax 
mortar shells and madhine-gun 
bursts were fired at the airport in' 
the second major attack on that 
facility in a week. 

“We’re going through a rough 
bump in the road,” Adm. Howe 
admitted, but added: “We will 
succeed." 

He said U.N.- troops would 
continue “systematic disarma- 
ment of this city." 

Adm. Howe downplayed the 
dispute between the U.N. and 
Italy, which opposes further 
strikes against Gen. Aideed and 
favours dialogue. 

Adm. Howe attributed the dis- 
agreement to the “growing 
pangs" of managing a multi- 
national force. 

But he rejected dialogue with 
Gen. Aideed a month after the 
U.N. issued a warrant for his 
arrest “The only negotiations I 
want to have with him are behind 
the jail cell about die legal pro- 
cess he wants to dear his name," 
.Gen. Howe told reporters. 

“He said Gen. Aideed, still at 
large in Mogadishu, could face a 
Somali court if the U.N. manages 
to resuscitate the country’s judi- 
cial system, or an international' 
tribunal. 

Amid rising fears that the 
-world body is getting bogged 
down in the quagmire of Soma- 
lia's dan-based factional fighting, 
Adm. Howe said U.N. forces. 


that “only the total evacuation of 
U.N. forces" would restore peace 
in Mogadishu. 

Adm. Howe stressed that the 
famine that killed an estimated 
350,000 people last year was 
over. He said the priority was to 
revive agriculture and restore 
political institutions in Somalia, 
without a government since 1991. 

“Because of the pro gr e s s which 
has been made in the relief effort, 
the Somali people are rapidly 
moving away from emergency re- 
lief operations into the longer- 
term challenge of rehabilitation 
and reconstruction of die coun- 
try’s infrastructure and institu- 
tions," Adm. Howe said. 

Relief workers here said 22 of 
35 feegingeentres in south Moga- 
dishu had reopened after dating 
for several weeks because of in- 
security. 



An elderly Somali Tuesday drives bis donkey cart 
through an Italian checkpoint near the oM port of 
Mogadishu. U.N. envoy Jonathan Howe said Tues- 


day relief programmes in Somalia were not affected 
by the recent upsurge in violence (AFP photo) 


German deployment 


- Germany reaffirmed Tuesday its 
-plans to deploy some 1,700 sol- 
diers on a United Nations 
peacekeeping operation in Soma- 
lia despite controversy about 
risks to its troops. 

Government spokesman Die- 
ter Vogel said Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's cabinet had reviewed 
security in Somalia and dedded it 
was safe to reinforce an advance 


Manning 
produced in 
U.S. court 


Iran paper tells Russians 
to leave Tajiks alone 


party of nearly 300 soldiers 
already there. 

Deployment of the main force 
will begin Wednesday, when 250 
soldiers fly to Mogadishu. 

“The despatch of German sol- 
diers and German equipment will 
proceed as planned," Mr. Vogel 
told a news conference. 

“It was agreed without the 
slightest reservations that it 
would be irresponsible to with- 
draw the commitments we made 
to the United Nations, quite 
apart from the damage to Ger- 
many in terms of foreign policy 
that would result." 

The operation in Somalia is the 
biggest land deployment of Ger- 
man troops outside North Ahan- 
tic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
territory since World War H and 
the first in which German soldiers 
have faced hostile fire. 

The 250 soldiers leaving 
Wednesday will collect heavy 
equipment, including armoured 
cars, sent by ship to Mogadishu 
^nd take up base in the town of 
Belet Huen, some 300 kilometres 
north of the Somali capital. 

Four more flights are sche- 
duled for the coming weeks, brin- 
ing the force to around 1,700 by 
mid-August. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A man 
who fought more than two years 
to avoid extradition from Israel 
appeared here Monday to face 
charges he mailed a bomb that 
killed a Manhattan beach secret- 
ary in 1980. 

U.S. District Judge Volney V. 
Brown scheduled a bail bearing 
Wednesday for Robert Steven 
. Manning, 41, who is charged with 
mailing an explosive with the 
intent to kill, and aiding and 
abetting. Jndge Brown set Mr. 
Manning's arraignment for jnly 
26. 

Mr. Manning arrived Sunday 
night on a flight from Israel, 
where he had lived for most of 
die last decade, said Charles 
Almanza, chief deputy with the 
U.S. Marshal's Service. 

Mr. Manning was accused of 
sending a booby-trapped ap- 
pliance to a computer firm, kill- 
ing Patricia Wflkerson, 32. 

“I'll be back. This is all 
nonsense. I didn’t do a tiling," 
Mr. Manning told reporters in 
Hebrew as federal officers took 
him aboard a plane in Tel Aviv. 

Mr. Manning emigrated to 
Israel about 10 years ago and 
lived in the Kiryat Arba settle- 
ment in the occup ied West B ank. 

American authorities were also 
seeking extradition of Mr. Man- 
ning's wife for a retrial in the 
bombing case. 


NICOSIA (AP) — An Iranian 
newspaper has blamed Russia for 
mounting tension in Tajikistan, 
and said Moscow's military in- 
volvement in the former Soviet 
republic would lead to a repeat of 
the Afghan war experience. 

The newspaper Jomhuri-e- 
Islami said in an editorial that 
since the collapse of communism, 
Moscow has been sowing discord 
in a number of newly indepen- 
dent republics to keep them de- 
pendent on Russia. 


Excerpts of the editorial were 
carried by the Islamic Republic 
News Agency, monitored in 
Nicosia. 

The editorial was published 
just before Tajik government 
warplanes backed by Russia 
bombed opposition positions east 
of the Dushanbe, capital of Ta- 
jikistan, Monday. 

The air raid followed rebel 
attacks in winch 33 Russian and 
Tajik soldiers were Drilled in -the 
last week. Russia responded by 
beefing up its forces in its biggest 
action in the area since the 
Afghan war. 

Russian advisers and troops in 
Tajikistan have been supporting 
the pro-Moscow government 
against Islamic insurgents 
allegedly backed by Afghan. 
Afghanistan denies aiding the re- 
bels. 

Iran, a self-appointed defender 
of Muslim causes, backs both the 
Afghan guerrillas and Tajik in- 


surgents. It has been trying to 
widen its influence in the Muslim 
republics of the former Soviet 
Union.. 

The Tajiksare the only nation 
in the former Soviet Union who 
speak Farsi like the Iranians. 

“The experience of 14 years of 
war in Afghanistan proved that 
expedition into a Muslim country 
could bring nothing for the 
aggressive army but humiliation 
and disgrace," the Iranian agency 
quoted Jomhuri Islami as saying. 


“The bitter memory Of the 
crimes committed by the red 
army during its occupation of 
Afghanistan was being revived," 
it said. 

It said Moscow would reap 
“the hatred” of the people, of 
Tajikistan in return for its “col- 
laboration anti i the roofless com- 
munists in -.massacring foe Mus- 
lims. 


“Moscow is always enthusiastic 
about creating crisis spots in the 
newly independent states of the 
former Soviet Union and exerts 
pressure on the republics with the, 
aim of making mem dependent 
on Russia.” 

It concluded: “Whatever mo- 
tive and objective Moscow is 
after, the present irretrievable 
mistake die Russian army is mak- 
ing in its occupation or Tajikis- 
tan, and the military threat it 
poses to Afghanistan, can by no 
means be justified." 


Latest in Tel Aviv massage parlours — fake Jews from Russia 


By NeB MacFarquhar 

The Associated Press 


Israeli officials say Russian 
crime gangs created the scam. 


TEL AVIV — In dead-end 
Russian provinces, a prostitute 
like Irina MDik might earn $10 
a week. But get her 'a fake 
birth certificate showing she is 
a Russian Jew, hand her a 
ticket to Israel and within days 
she can pull in $400 per night in 
a Tel Aviv massage parlour. 

The Israeli government 
picks up the tab for her air- 
plane ticket, welcomes her 
mth $1,250 and subsidises ber 
income, bousing and medical 
rare. 


It's obvious we are dealing 
h an organised gang with 


Such benefits are provided 
under the “law of return" — 
Israel's promise of a homeland 
to all Jews. It gives anyone 
with a Jewish grandparent, pa- 
rent or spouse automatic entry 
and a helping hand. 


But with some new immig- 
rants faking Jewish identity to 
milk the system, the “law. of 
return" may have become the 
“racket of return." 


with an organised gang with 
activities in both countries,” 
Judge Moshe Shamay of Tel 
Aviv magistrate's court wrote 
in a recent decision. 

Mr. Shamay's ruling permit- 
ted the detention in June -of 
four men — two Israelis and 
two Russians — until the Start 
of their trial Wednesday on 
charges of running brothels 
and defrauding the state. 

Prosecutors are seeking res- 
titution of the government be- 
nefits paid to fake Jews in-, 
volved in the scam, plus jail 
terms for the men. 

Police also detained 29 
women in the rase, who are 
expected to act as witnesses. 
Most of the women are out on 
bond. Court papers indicate 12 
have confessed to being false 
immigrants. They face de- 
portation. 

According to Israeli offi- 
. rials, the Russian gangs obtain 
birth certificates, passports and 
other papers from Jews who 


are staying in the former Soviet 
Union. 

They- change the photo- 
graphs, give a Jewish identity 
to prostitutes and export them 
to massage parlours in Israel, 
where prostitution is legal but 
pimping is not. It is not known 
bow many prostitutes may be 
involved. 


The women become virtual 
slaves guarded around the 
dock, often by former Russian 
commandoes also using forged 
Jewish papers, police and im- 
migration officials said. 

“Directly from the airport 
they go to work in massage 
parlours and other sex bouses 
m Tel Aviv," said David Efra- 
ti, an interior ministry official. 


two reasons. Israelis consi- 
dered their country too small 
for organised crime to bother 
with, and immigration was 
tinged with an almost sacred 
aura because of the “Law of 
return.” 

But that has changed. 

The number of massage par- 
lours jumped from 30 to over 
100 in Tel Aviv alone since 
immigration from the former 
Soviet Union started three 
years ago. Gangs found an 
unexploited market and oppor- 
tunities for other crime. 


Law enforcement agencies 
worldwide are finding Russian 
fingerprints on major drag 
smuggling, prostitution and 
racketeering efforts. 

Israel, with 450,000 immig- 
rants from the former Soviet 
Union, believes it is becoming 
a target. 

It used to feel immune for 


There have been two mur- 
ders in Tel Aviv this year 
sparked by fights over controll- 
ing prostitutes, and problems 
like drag abuse are more evi- 
dent. 


Gangs are also exploiting the 
open-door ideal behind the 
“law of return" in a way the 


government does -not quite 
know how to combat. 


know how to combat. 

“That is why this thing is so 
•touchy, so sensitive. It's sup- 
posed tokeep this nation alive," 
said Hanan Gold, a criminal 


lawyer who specialises in de- 
fending Russians. “When 
someone is trying to touch 
something sacred with dirty 
hands it drives people nuts." 

Police Minister Moshe Shab- 
al said Israel plans to station 
police liaison officers in Russia 
and Ukraine by September to 
combat crime. 

Court documents show that 
the 29 women detained in the 
case, aged 17 to 27, started 
gettin^ralse papers in Decem- 

Oxana Pishkona became 
Raisa Krasner. Tatiana 
Viengerova became Tatiana 
Klinov and Irina Milik turned 
into Ludmira Zelkind. 

“They learn the names, the 
biography of the parents, a 
little bit about the Jewish reli- 
gion, how to light shabbat can- 
dles...” said Mr. Efrati. 

In their statements to police, 
obtained by the Associated 
Press, the women described 
how they became virtual pris- 
oners once they agreed to go to 
Israel. The sources who re- 
leased the documents asked 


that their names not be used to 
protect the women. 

The women were told they 
would have to work off a debt 
of $2,500 for the false papers. 

“We understood that there 
was no way out of it and that 
we were imprisoned. We 
wanted to go to the Russian 
police, but we were afraid the 
man would kill us," one said in 
her deposition. 


There was no doubt about 
what they were expected to do 
in Israel. One woman said she 
was told that she would have ro 
give massages, oral sex, anal 
sex — anything the client 
wanted. 


She quoted the pimp telling 
her, “you will only have sex 
using condoms because an 
abortion is very expensive in 
Israel.’’ . 

Police believe the four pimps 
took as much as 80 per cent of 
the women’s earnings from sex 
and immigrant benefits, col- 
lecting $44,000 alone from the 
welcome cheques the women 
received when they arrived. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.N. hopes Sahara talks resume soon :■ 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Secretary-General Boutros Gfaali sad 
Monday he hoped talks on the Western Sahara would resting 
within the ntfxt few days. The U.N. chief, m a brief statement, v&s 
positive about the future' of the negotiations which broke go 
Monday in the Western Saharan dty of Laayotm without 
resolution. The talks were the first direct negotiations betwflfifr 
Morocco and PoUsario guerrillas about who- can vote inje 
U.N.-sponsored referendum to decide the territory’s status. The 
vote has been stalled for more than a year. Polisario guerrillas who 
.have fought 17 years for independence of the - former Spanish 
colony flew back in to their mam rear base near fife Algerian oasis 
of Tindouf. After spending three days in Laayoun, they failed to 
agree with Morocco on the composition of the negotiating 
delegation sent by Rabat, a U.N. source in Laayoun said. Dr. 
Ghah', however, said that the general atmosphere at the Italics was 
good and promising." y 


Algerian court condemns 5 to death 


ALGIERS (R) — A special Algerian court condemned five Muslim 
militants to death in their absence Monday .for murdering two 
- para-military gendarmes and a forestry guard, the official news 
agency APS reported. The special court in the western town "of 
Oran, one of three set up to combat Muslim fundamentalist 
violence, also sentenced four others to life imprisonment. Only onfc 
was present in court. Five others were sentenced to between thre^ 
and 10 years in jail, one was given a three-year suspended sentenrag. 
and 13 were acquitted. A total of 30 defendants were on trial for the 
kidnapping and murder of two gendarmes and a forestry guard in 
the Frenda area 220 kilometres southwest of Algiers last Februa/y. 1 
About 155 Muslim activists have been sentenced to death by the 
courts since early last year during a wave of violence that has taken 
a heavy toQ of lives among the security forces and dvilifiq 
population. ■' 


Oman bans animal, bird hunting 


MUSCAT (AP) — Oman has imposed a ban on bird and animal 
hunting in a drive to preserve the sultanate's wildlife. A decree 
issued by Environment Minister Amer Ben Shuwain Al Hoshi 
warned that anyone caught hunting, trapping or shooting an animal 
will be fined a maximum of 500 riyals ($1,290) or imprisoned fov-tf 
period not exceeding three months. In the case of bird hunting, 
violators wfll be fined 100 riyals ($258). The penalty will be doubted 
for second-time offenders. The Oman! ban was in line with a senes 
of measures taken by the Gulf states in recent years to protect then; 
environment and wildlife. The drive has accelerated after Kuwafiraj 
wildlife and ecological system was virtually destroyed by the 19** 
Iraqi invasion. The Omani ban allows the collection of a limited, 
number of animals or birds for scientific or educational purposed 
but only if a written permission was obtained beforehand from the* - 
ministry, the announcement said. “The new decision reflects thfe ’ 
ministry’s ' commitment to the conservation of the sultanate's} , 
wildlife, particularly endangered bird and animal spedes," it sakf.[ 


Lebanese attack government for seizing ‘pomo' book! 


BEIRUT (AFP) — More than 200 Lebanese and other Arabl 
intellectuals have appealed to the Interior Ministry to lift a ban on a; 
book branded as pornographic because it explicitly describes sexual! 
interco u rse. Abdo Wazen’s book was banned for “detailing the; 
sexual act," flic Interior Ministry said. It was the censor's first! 
banning of a publication on pornography charges in more than 20j 
years. The 130-page paperback, “The Garden of Senses," was! 


yanned off bookshelves and from distributors’ offices on July 9, two 
weeks after its publication. More.than l,600 copies of the S5 bool 


I were seized. The 36-year-okl writer cannot appeal, sources close tp/ 
the case said! Arab intellectuals addressed a petition to the Interior] 
Ministry and held a news conference to appeal against the decision.: 


They pledged to safeguard Beirut’s image as “the capital of! 
freedom ana cradble of culture.” In recent months, the Lebanese! 


freedom and audible of culture.” In recent months, the Lebanese] 
government has damped down on the media. Several bailies and a* 
I television station were temporarily closed. • 5 


Judge wants r <teflflt sentence 3 Palestinians 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A nrititary judge was called for three Isia 
fundamentalists found guilty of killing a suspected Palestti 


collaborator to be put to death, military sources said Tuesday. The 
men, who hacked to death the “collaborator” from their own 


village with axes, were jailed for life Monday after the other two 
judges in the military court at Nabhis on the occupied West Bank 
failed to agree with the death sentence. Rivbi Harcheh, Imad 
Toamah and Mohammad Toamah from Qussin village, members of 
the Islamic Resistance Movement Hamas, allegedly carried out the 
killing in July 1989. Justice Minister David Libai told Israel Radio 
Tuesday he remained opposed to the death sentence, for fear of 
creating “martyrs” and provoking hostage-taking. Under Israel's 
emergency laws “security” prisoners can be sentenced to death, but 
state prosecutors have never called for capital punishment. 


Army halts move to set up new setjNemerifr 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli soldiers broke up Tuesday a camp set 
up by Jews who want to found a new settlement near Bethlehem oO 
the site where a settler was killed, a military spokesman said! A 
ctozen settlers, including the widow of Mordechai Lipldn, who 
snot dead as he drove home to Tekoa- settlement on the i 
West Bank on July 8, Aspersed peacefully. Bobby Brown, — w 
the Teqoa couiral, said: “We jvould rather get the governments 
permission to do it. But if we can’t we will set up something 

? h “ We 5 tecni . time right.” Settlers carried outa 
seven-dajrwgil at the site with the army's approval but hanffinos 
bad refused to move over the weekend. Theknny declaredthT^ 
of the makeshift camp out of bounds. 3 


Algerian dockworkers strike 



ALGIERS (AP) — Dockworkers demanding hieher wage* 
announced a strike hentinina “l? ,er . w W 
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re -Kb HJghnass Crown Prince Hasson, the Regent, Tuesday 

honours the 40 years of service of Ahmad Aba Quora with the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Society of Jordan 

^ Regent honours work 
r$|of Ahmad Abu Quora 

J? AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hass an. 
a 10 ^ tJ*P Regent, Tuesday paid tribute 
Us Peo(W to Ahmad Abu Quora, former 
^cocJiMead of tbe Jordan National Red 
a Jorejj ft /Xiescent Society (JNRCS) 

llih.1 <L.. I__ I I -ft > 


. . , saying 

^laat that he had offered valuable 
^ to deJ; humanitarian services to the 
ffingdom over the past 40 years. 
3r ces -Addressing a lunch held in 
honour of Dr Abu Quora at Al 
Hussein Youth City, the Regent 
9 spoke about the victims of war 
] and civil conflicts in Lebanon and 
n bird m ! f he victims of war in Iraq, outiin- 
tildKhj - fog John’s assistance to them, 
hnwain* ' -Referring to the innocent irap- 
•hootbj, P®d in current conflicts in Europe 
r hnwisJ ^ Africa, he said 70 per cent of 
; of these people are Muslims, but the 
ItywjUL- Muslims dje stiH being accused of 
ilinjij, 1 acts of terrorism, 
tisio ' - He called on all concerned 
ted parties to work together to create 
^yedbt fJiiP* he called an international 
ction for peace based on the princi- 
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pies of ethics and binding on all 
nations. 

The Regent presented Dr. Abu 
Quora with a token gift and 
thanked him for his endeavours 
and humanitarian services over 
the last four decades. 

Prince Hassan also voiced Jor- 
dan's appreciation of the efforts 
being exerted by all voluntary 
and charitable organisations. 

Both Dr. Abu Quora and his 
successor, Mohammad Al Hadid. 
presented speeches outlining the 
JNRCS services and activities in 
Jordan. 

George Weber, the acting head 
of the newly opened regional 
office of the International Fed- 
eration of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies in Jordan, paid 
tribute ro Dr. Abu Quora, and 
German Ambassador to Jordan 
Heinrich Reiners presented Dr. 
Abu Quora with a medal from 
the German Red Cross Society. 


lesibE 

forttei 1 
ad Ife 
id Tuff 


:rtbc« 
aedWt 
Hffihi 
l2fi.BC 
•caiwk 
ild ted! 
oce. frt 
Undo'E 
dofc 
jnjster 

m 

dm* 

■Bed# 

ese&t 





■ His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Tuesday attends military exercises performed by troops of 
Al Hussein Ben Ah Brigade and was briefed by the 
commanders on the training programmes. The exercises 

■ included target shooting with live ammunition. The Regent 
#het with the officers and troops expressing his appreciation 
-'Of their excellent efficiency and high standard*. Senior army 

-officers we* e present. Earlier, tbe Regent visited the tomb of 
the late King Abdallah Ben Al Hussein on the anniversary of 
his death. He red ted verses of the Holy Koran and laid 
wreaths on his grandfather’s tomb. Also paying their 
^ ’ respect were members of the Royal family, the chief of the 
Royal Court, the prime minister. Cabinet members, mem- 
bers of Parliament, the chief justice, and senior army 
- -officers. 


JUST to offer new 
graduate programme 


scan*- 




id* 1 

Ustr 


ife 


-RAMTHA (Petra) — The Jordan 
.'tadversity of Science and Tecb- 
injRogy (JUST) recently 
; announced a programme of post 
■graduate studies benefiting 
■working students and those who 
Jack the requirements to enter 
■courses for their masters degrees. 

’ Tbe announcement was made 
!by Abdul Majid Nuseir, dean of 
;Post Graduate Studies, who told 
-a press conference here that the 
programme will begin in the 
\1993-1994 academic year. 

; '-JUST created this “intermedi- 
■ate programme" largely to be- 
nefit those students who cannot 
; attend classes regularly and those 
who bad failed to get a “good" 
■average in their first degree. 

' 2f the students taking this prog- 
'ramme successfully complete IS 
-credit hours and attain a cum- 


muiative average of 75 per cent, 
then they are eligible to enter the 
masters degree programmes, and 
the 15 hours mil be added to their 
file, explained Dr. Nuseir. 

This programme will be ap- 
plied at the university during the 
first, the second and the summer 
semesters, according to Dr. 
Nuseir. 

He said the programme has 
been formulated in a manner that 
suits the largest number of stu- 
dents including those working for 
public and private organisations, 
universities, tbe armed forces, 
factories and other organisations. 

He said it can be regarded as a 
means to enable students of va- 
rious categories to acquire post 
graduate degrees without having 
to go abroad. 


r 


01 

& 




3 


* 

/jT 
-- V 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

- & Art exhibition by Syrian artist Sakhr Farxat at the Balka Art 
• Gallery, Fuhefs City. 

- * Art exhibition by Jamal Khmekh and Jihad Abu Suleiman at 

the Housing Bank Gallery. 

'if Art exhibitioD by Fadwa Al Nabuld at tbe Phoenix Art Gallery. 

:,ir Exhibition of a new collection of art works by Princess Wydan 
y AG at The Gallery, Hotel Jordan InterContinental. 

r* Exhibition of paintings and ceramics by Ali Al MPmar, Hum 
Al Zn’bi, Abdul Rnouf Sham’oun and Jalal Urefiqat at 
s* EshbeeUa Art Gallery, 6th Circle, Amra Shopping Centre. 

LECTURE 

Lecture, in Arabic, entitled “Intellectuals and Power” by Dr. 
Kj.qMiw .1 Al ShaiwMi at 6:30 p.m. at the Abdul Haxneed 
!/ Shoman Foundation. 

JERASH FESTIVAL 

Pfemo recital by Waked Aqel at the Royal Cnltnral Centre at 8 
pju. 


Federation of Red Cross, Red Crescent Societies 
opens regional office in Amman to coordinate work 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRCRCS) 
Tuesday opened a regional office 
in Amman to coordinate with the 
national Red Crescent societies 
of Iraq, Jordan, Syria and Leba- 
non. 

The office, in a residential area 
of the Shmeisani neighbourhood, 
was formally opened by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Sarvath 
Al Hassan. 

George Weber, a Canadian 
who is the acting secretary of the 
regional office, said the bureau 
joins nine other regional head- 
quarters of the Geneva-based 
federation. 

In addition to its links with 
Iraq, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon, 
the regional office will also serve 
as a base for operations in the 
Israeli-occupied territories at a 
later date, Mr. Weber said. 

Addressing the gathering of 
dozens of foreign ambassadors 
and senior diplomats as well as 
U.N., Red Cross and Jordanian 
Red Crescent officials, Mr. We- 
ber said the regional office would 
enable the federation “to make 
quick response to the extraordin- 
ary needs of the national societies 
in the region." 

It will “help the national 


societies relate their efforts to the 
worldwide unity of purpose 
through the international federa- 
tion," he said. 

Thanking the Jordanian gov- 
ernment and the Jordanian Red 
Crescent for their cooperation 
with the federation, Mr. Weber 
also paid tribute to Ahmad Abu 
Quora. who recently stepped 
down after many years of service 
with the Geneva-based Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross as well as the Jordanian 
Red Crescent (see separate story). 

“This regional office will help 
to bring the interest and assist- 
ance of the entire Red Cross/Red 
Crescent world to meet both 
emergency and special de- 
velopemcntal needs of the 
national societies in the region," 
said Mr. Weber. 

It will also be a focal point at 
which the national societies “can 
work together to develop unified 
and cooperative approaches for 
national society programmes re- 
gionwide." he said. 

“The Red Cross/Red Crescent 
world is no longer divided be- 
tween donor societies and 
others,*' he said. Today there is 
no national society that does not 
have some resource of worker or 
leader expertise, funds or sup- 
plies or experience that can be- 
nefit another society or the fed- 
eration as a whole. 



Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Al Hassan 
Tuesday opens the regional office of Use Federa- 


tion of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(Petra photo) 


“The opening of this office is 
one of the supremely important 
events in our life together as a 
federation dedicated to a swift 
and effective humanitarian ser- 
vice response in every world re- 
gion.” 

A press release from the fed- 
eration gave a summary of the 


organisation's activities in the re- 
gion. It said the federation was 
helping not only the regular acti- 
vities of the national Red Cres- 
cent but also a medical services 
programme initiated by the socie- 
ty to help returnees from the 
Gulf. 

It expressed concern over the 


situation in Iraq and said the 
federation was working in concert 
with the Iraqi Red Crescent, pri- 
marily in the area of food supplies 
and health services. 

“In response to the increasing 
difficulties, the federation laun- 
ched, in March 1993, a renewed 
appeal to its member societies for 


support for a renewed humanita- 
rian action," it said. 

“To date, limited quantities of 
food and medicines have been 
supplied through the office in 
Amman, but overall the response 
to the appeal has been very dis- 
appointing." 

In Lebanon, rhe federation has 
maintained a delegation in Beirut 
to advise and assist the national 
society in the transition to a more 
peaceful situation. 

“The Lebanese Red Cross is a 
large and sophisticated organisa- 
tion in many respects, but has 
been through a period of extreme 
difficulties as a result of the civil 
war," the federation press release 
said. 

It described Syria as “some- 
what less directlv affected by the 
events in the region in the last few 
years than some of its neighbour- 
ing countries." 

The federation supports and 
cooperates with the Syrian Arab 
Red Crescent Society at a level 
lower than in the other countries 
concerned with the office in Am- 
man, it said. 

“Nevertheless, the federation 
has been able to offer limited 
assistance to certain individual 
projects related to health, ambu- 
lance services, national society 
infrastructure and training activi- 
ties," it said. 


Cuban parliament supports 
Jordan on Middle East question 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cuban 
parliament has resolved to sup- 
port Jordan’s stand vis-a-vis the 
Middle East question and the 
Arab-Israeli peace process, said 
visiting Cuban parliamentarian 
Rodrigo Campras Tuesday. 

In a meeting with Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Al Majali and 
Senate Speaker Ahmad Al Law- 
zi. Dr. Campras conveyed Cuban 
President Fidel Castro's greetings 
to the Jordanian people and lead- 
ership and said that he was mak- 


ing the trip to the region to 
explain the situation in Cuba in 
light of the current embargo im- 
posed on it by the United States 
and to discuss Middle Eastern 
issues. 

Referring to the embargo on 
Cuba, the Prime Minister said 
Jordan understands the effects of 
an embargo because the King- 
dom is facing a similar blockade 
and shipping inspections of 
Aqaba-bound vessels. 


Dr. Majali expressed hope that 
Cuba and Jordan would promote 
bilateral trade ties. 

Agreement was reached at the 
meeting to step up Jordanian- 
Cuban cooperation at the inter- 
national parliamentary union 
meetings to promote the cause of 
freedom, democracy and human 
rights. 

The Cuban envoy presented 
Mr. Lawzi with an invitation to 
visit Cuba. 


Jordan, Lebanon to exchange 
trade ratification instruments 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Bassam Al 
Saket will go to Beirut Thursday 
for talks on promoting trade ties 
with Lebanon. 

During the coming visit. Dr. 
Saket said he would exchange 
with his Lebanese counterpart 
ratification instruments of an 
agreement signed by the two 
sides last October. 

With the exchange, the imple- 
mentation of the trade agreement 
will follow, said the minister, who 
will be leading an official team to 
the talks. 

Noting that Lebanon and Jor- 
dan have been witnessing in- 
creased import and export activi- 
ties, the minister said Jordan will 
work to facilitate the exchange of 
goods between the two countries. 

He said, since the beginning of 
1993 Jordan has exported JD 8.5 



Bassam Al Saket 


million worth of national pro- 
ducts to Lebanon and imported 
JD 6 million worth of goods. 

Exports include melons and 
tomatoes, and imports comprise 
cherries, apples and other fruits 
under the trade agreement. 

Dr. Saket was quoted as saying 
in a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Tuesday that Jor- 
dan was trying to increase its 
exports to Arab countries. 

Current exports barely reach 
40 per cent of the country’s im- 
ports. 

He said Jordan still depends on 
foreign sources for its food and 
energy resources, and 44 per cent 
of its imports come from five 
countries. 

The minister will be accompa- 
nied on the visit to Lebanon by 
two senior officials from the 
ministry. 



The King TaJal Dam is the major reservoir of water used to irrigate farms in the Jordan 
Valley 

JD 2.3m contract goes to 
local firm to improve irrigation 


AMMAN (Petra) — A local firm. 
Concord Company, Tuesday won 
a JD 2.349 million contract to 
improve the irrigation system in 
the central Jordan Valley by in- 
creasing the irrigated area by 
40,000 dunums. 

Under the agreement, signed 
by Abdul Aziz Wishah, secretary 
general of the Jordan Valley Au- 
thority (JVA), the company will 
set up water pumping stations 
along the King Abdullah Canal, 


make adjustments to the present 
dam on die Zarqa River and lay a 
set of concrete pipes in several 
areas within 15 months. 

According to Dr. Wishah the 
project would allow water from 
several sources to pour into the 
Jordan Valley irrigation system. 
The mixing of water from the 
King Talal Dam and the King 
Abdullah Canal would improve 
tbe quality of water supplied to' 
the farmlands, he added. 


Dr. Wishah said the project 
would increase agricultural pro- 
duction and create jobs for 50 
workers. 

Meanwhile, in Ramtha, the 
Water Authority of Jordan 
(WAJ) has started replacing the 
old water network with a new 
175-kilometre pipeline at an over- 
all cost of JD 3.5 million. 

WAJ said work on tbe project 
was expected to be completed 
before the end of 1993. 


British envoy says Hogg visit reflects 
common approach to peace process 


AMMAN (J.T.) — British 
Ambassador to Jordan Patrick 
Eyers Tuesday described British 
Minister of Stale for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs Douglas 
Hogg's visit to the Kingdom^ as 
positive and successful. 

Mr. Hogg’s talks here showed 
that Britain and Jordan follow the 
same approach towards enabling 
the Arab-Israeli peace talks 
achieve headway, said the ambas- 
sador in an open dialogue with 
membeis of the Rotary Club at 
Philadelphia Hotel. 

Mr. Hogg Tuesday morning' 
wound up his two-day visit to 
Jordan and crossed the King Hus- 
sein bridge to start a visit to the 
Israeli occupied West Bank. . 

He had discussed Middle East- 
ern affairs and the peace, process 
with, government officials and 
held a meeting with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent. 

Paying tribute to Jordan for 
participating in the U.N. peace 
keeping forces around the world, 
the ambassador said Jordan and 
Britain maintain strong ties and 
British media is keen on pub- 
lishing the truth about the situa- 
tion in the Middle East. 

Calling for fresh efforts to be 


made to ensure the success of the 
peace process, the ambassador 
expressed the view that what has 
been achieved in the peace talks 
was positive. 

The British government has 
not recognised the eastern part of 
Jerusalem as part of Israel, nor of 
Israel's occupation of Arab land; 
and it has supported U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions that call 
for Israel's withdrawal from occu- 
pied Palestinian land and the 
recognition of the Palestinian 
people's legitimate rights, recal- 
led Mr. Eyers. 

The ambassador refused to 
draw a contrast between the 
situation in Bosnia and the Iraqi 
incursion into Kuwait. He said 
while a civil war is being waged in 
former- Yugoslavia. Kuwait wks 
occupied by Iraq. 

Britain is seeking to resolve the 
conflict in Bosnia through peace- 
ful negotiations and London is 
neutral in this crisis and deter- 
mined to prevent one party from 
achieving any gains over the 
other through ethnic cleansing 
and sectarian conflict, added the 
ambassador. 

Referring to the Arab and Isla- 
mic countries demand that foe 
Bosnians should arm themselves 


for self-defence, the ambassador 
said that was impractical because 
of geographic reasons. The ter- 
rain, he said, does not allow for 
such a move since any arms ship- 
ments would have to go through 
Croatia, which would never allow 
the arms to reach the Bosnians. 

The people of Britain are sym- 
pathetic towards the Bosnian 
Muslims and British forces cur- 
rently guard the supply routes 
reaching the Bosnian people, said 
the ambassador. 

There are 3.200 British troops 
in Bosnia and 425 British vehicles 
carrying food supplies to the Bos- 
nian people, he added. 

Mr. Eyers said Britian has so 
far sent . food supplies to the 
Bosnian people worth more than 
S200 million.. 

Asked whether the British gov- 
ernment's stand would have been 
different had the Bosnians been 
Jews, the ambassador said that 
the attitude would not differ. 

He said Muslims living in the 
United Kingdom exceed in num- 
ber the Jews living there. Being a 
democracy, he said, Britain can. 
by no means, show any bias 
towards one party against 
another. 



REVELLING AT JERASH: Young fans delight 
In a performance by Lebanese ringer Ragheb 


Alameh at one of Monday evening's Jerash 
Festival events (Staff photo by Ayndey Floyd) 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Public consultative council holds 1st meeting JEA to start maintenance training 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 15-member public con- 
sultative council set up earlier this month to help 
the Amman governor deal with issues of concern 
to residents held its first session Tuesday and 
reviewed the council's terms of reference and 
programme. It was the first meeting of the group 
which represents various sectors in the greater 
Amman region, but ”we decided to hold regular 
meetings at least once a month, said Haidar 
Murad, a council member. 


Seminar to review effects of smoking on women 

KARAK (Petra) — The National Committee for 
Combatting Smoking will Sunday hold a seminar 
on the effects of smoking on women’s health. 
Specialised doctors from the private and public 
sectors will participate in the seminar which will 
discuss the effects of smoking on pregnant 
women and on embryos, the heart and arteries, 
as well as on women's beauty. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Engineers 
Association (JEA) will start next month organis- 
ing training courses for engineers in the mainte- 
nance of machine and medical equipment as well 
as in the use of computers. The course, to be 
organised in cooperation with the Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS) in cooperation with the 
Jordanian Armed' Forces, will last 7-8 months, 
according to Director of the Training and Em- 
ployment Department at the association Hisham 
Khreisat. He said these courses are organised by 
the association as part of the annual programmes 
offered to provide training for new graduates. 

Turkish minister to visit Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Turkish foreign minis- 
ter is expected to arrive in Amman Sunday at the 
head of an official delegation on a three-day visit 
to Jordan. The Turkish official will hold talks 
with senior Jordanian officials on Jordanian- 
Turkish relations and regional issues. 
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Hassle for common good 


LESS THAN a month before the end of the registra- 
tion period for Parliamentary elections, registration 
centres are reporting alarmingly low turnout all over 
the Kingdom. And the few who have registered are 
coming back with tales that would discourage the 
undecided aramg the country’s eligible voters and lend 
credence to the arguments of those who have already 
chosen to stay away from the ballot boxes. 


This apathy is sure to bode ill for the democratisa- 
tion process, since electing a Lower House of Parlia- 
ment that is not truly representative of a majority of 
our people is a drawback in itself. It goes without 
saying that voter apathy plays right into the hands of 
large well -organised political groups which can save 
their electorate the hassle of going through the 
cumbersome registration process and register for 
them. The result: a high voter turnout in such 
constituencies, thus tipping the scale in favour of the 
one or two political groups that can tap their organisa- 
tional resources. Individual and independent voters 
who are not willing to wait long hours at registration 
centres will lose their right to vote and, also like in 
1989, organised political groups will have far more 
seats than they deserve In the House. 

That should not be allowed to happen. 

The government has a responsibility to provide 
voters with all the facilities that would encourage them 
to participate in drawing the political orientation of 
their country. It has to cot (town on red tape and 
bureaucracy, and it has to make the process as easy 
and smooth as possible. 


Citizens should not have to wait for hours before 
they can register, and their applications should not be 
blocked by unnecessary delays and bureacratic mea- 
sures. Furthermore, those civil servants who are paid 
to attend the registration centres should be more 
accommodating to citizens’ needs and inquiries. Above 
all, the government has yet to explain to citizens, 
comprehensively and thoroughly, what is expected of 
them, why and how they can do it. 


We are aware erf the limited media campaign 
launched by the executive to encourage voters to show 
up at the registration centres. But this campaign 
should be iptensified and clarified. The effort should 
be commensurate with the importance of the issue at 
hand. So far it has not been, and we may be lucky that 
time has not ran out bn us. But if the government does 
not or is not willing to make the process easier, 
Jordanians should, and for a very good reason, accept 
to suffer the red tape and register for voting. It Is their 
future that vyould be greatly affected by the outcome of 
the elections, and it is they who stand to suffer from 
greater unemployment, poverty, pollution, bureaucra- 
cy and inefficiency of the system. A Parliament well 
representative of its people and qualified to tackle their 
problems is worth the, though unnecessary, few hours 
of waiting at the registration centres and haggling with 
some entrenched bureaucrats. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily Tuesday discusaed a mission in Baghdad by 
Rolf Ekeus, the U.N. envoy, pointing out the latest agreement be 
had reached with the Iraqi government. Mr. Ekeus' statement, 
about a positive outcome of his talks in Baghdad, is the first of its 
kind ever since Iraq invaded Kuwait, noted the daily. It said Mr. 
Ekeus’ statement that the Iraqi position is positive is directed at 
the United States rather than the United Nations, to make it 
understand that the Iraqis are really concerned about the 
implementation of all U.N. resolutions and that the world 
community ought to respond to such a favourable stand. The 
paper recalled that the United States had been practising a 
terrorist campaign against the children and women of Iraq and has 


used the trial of a group of men in Kuwait for allegedly attempting 

Iraqi 


to kill George Bush as a pretext to launch aggression on the Iraqi 
people. Now we consider Mr. Ekeus' statement at this stage as a 
very constructive development on the part of the United Nations, 
which, the paper said, should put an end to the blackmail 
Washington has been exercising over the past three years against 
the weaker nations of the world. The paper welcomed the U.N. 
envoy’s statement as giving new hope for the beginning of the end 
of the Western conspiracy against the Arab people of Iraq. 


AL DUSTOUR Arabic daily called on the European nations to 


play a complementary role to that of the United States in trying to 

don. The 


give impetus to the peace process in the Nfiddle East region, 
daily cited a statement by the visitihsBf^sh minister of state for 
foreign affairs, Douglas Hogg, iff WtncJ£fce implied that London 
might ba contemplating new ideas to remove the obstacles in the 
path of peace process. It said that Mr. Hogg's current tour of 
the Midi East region to help remove the obstacles in the path of 
peace is :• welcome development on the part of Europe. We find 
this move . s a chance for Europe to resume its more active role 
to bring ; tut a settlement to the Arab Israeli conflict, said the 
paper. It indeed necessary, added the paper, to find a way to 
break the deadlock in the current negotiations and end Israel’s 
intransigent position. The paper said that the Europeans can and 
fj-ht to ’ t meaningful step towards ending the Israeli 
repression ...d the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land. 



When cowboy hats replace blue berets 


By Conor C raise O’Brien 


The relationship between the Un- 
ited States and the United Na-' 
tions has been assuming some 
disturbing shapes. Inevitably, the 
U.N. has always been powerfully 
affected, and its course often 
directed, by U.S. foreign policy. 
But in 1993 there is a clear danger 
that the U.N. may become a tool 
of U.S. domestic politics. If that 
happens, the shadowy but always 
potentially valuable moral au- 
thority that the U.N. possesses 
will soon become exhausted. By 
controlling that authority and 
then abusing it for purely internal 
purposes, Washington will have 
destroyed the U.N. International 
anarchy — widely prevalent as it 
is — will then become an unmiti- 
gated condition. 

The subordination of the Un- 
ited Nations to U.S. domestic 
politics is not a remote danger. In 
some areas it is already an estab- 
lished fact, though we may still 
hope it is not an irreversible one. 
The pattern is as follows: the 
American public approves of 
spectacular U.S. acts of interna- 
tional violence — but only if 
these are not accompanied or 
followed by heavy American 
casualties, and provided also that 
they are perceived as virtuously 
motivated. Air strikes meer the 
first condition. The blessing of 
the U.N. meets the second. So air 
strikes with the blessing of the 
U.N. are the ticket. As President 
Clinton has found, these are an 
effective remedy for ailing poll- 
ratings. The cartoonists, naturally 
quicker on the draw than many 
commentators, have already de- 
tected this connection. 

There may be cases in which a 
given action is both conducive to 
presidential popularity and also 
in accordance with the vital in- 
terests of global stability and of 
the West in particular. Desert 
Storm was such a case. The re- 
cent bombings of military- 
industrial targets in Iraq may be 
another. But there is one case 
where air strikes, with the bles- 
sing of the U.N., are being used 
for the benefit of presidential 
ratings and for no other purpose. 
This is Somalia. 


The avowed objectives of the 
U.N. in Somalia are, first, to 
facilitate the distribution of 
humanitarian aid, and then to 
encourage the emergence of 
stable and peaceful political con- 
ditions. The second objective is 
certainly remote and probably 
chimerical; in any case it is not 
necessarily served by bombing 
Somalis in the here and now. 

The urgent objective is the 
distribution of humanitarian aid 
and this is not promoted but 
frustrated by actions like the 
American bombings- The testi- 
mony of aid workers on the 
ground is conclusive on that 
point. They know that the raids 
endanger their lives, as well as 
their capacity to help. Infuriated 
Somalis, like those who killed 


four journalists after last week's 
bombings, are quite as likely to 
attack aid workers. Those work- 
ers are now distancing themselves 
from the U.N., which was origi- 
nally there to help them, because 
the U.N.’s blessing for the air 
strikes puts them in danger. 

The operation in Somalia has 
turned into a macabre, kind of 
western. The guy in the black hat 
is General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed. The guy in the white hat 
is retired Admiral Jonathan 
Howe, the special envoy of the 
U.N., who is, of course, an 
American. No one who is experi- 
enced in the ways of foe U.N. — 
even in days when U.S. authority 
over it was much less than it is 
now — will suppose that this 
particular special envoy is under 


the control of the Secretary- 
General, Boutros Ghali. In 
theory, of course, the primary 
commitment of a senior U.N. 
official is to the U.N. In practice, 
where a senior official belongs to 
a big country be remains in the 
service of his country in matters 
where its interests are affected. In 
the case of the United States, this 
means all matters of importance. 
In particular, where an American 
is in charge of a U.N. operation 
in foe field, that operation will be 
run to U.S. requirements. 


head the U.N. operation in the 
Congo, at a time when foe Amer- 
icans wished to get rid of the 
country’s Prime Minister Patnce 
Lumumba. Cordier put all the 
local machinery of the U.N. at 
foe disposal of the CIA, _so lead- 
ing to Lumumba's political des- 
truction, and later to his mur- 
der. 


There was a classic case of 
U.S.-U.N. control at foe moment 
of truth in the Congo, in Septem- 
ber 1960. Andrew Cordier, the 
senior American official in the 
U.N. Secretariat, was sent to 


Admiral Howe is in political 
charge of U.N. operations in 
Somalia. The nominal U.N. milit- 
ary commander is Turkish, but it 
is reliably reported that U.N. 
forces are led in practice by an 
American major-general, Tho- 
mas Montgomery. What is sup- 
posed to be a U.N. operation is 
an American-run operation, con- 
ducted with an eye to presidential 



ratings, and not to any Somali ^ 
needs, nor to the needs and lives ft 
of aid workers or soldiers of " 
various nationalities serving the £ il 
U N. on the ground, of whom 35 ?■ ‘.off* 

have been killed and 137 wound- 5»'- c 
ed in foe past month. 

The situation is taking on an 
eerie resemblance to a progra^^J. : :: 
me propounded for former 
Yugoslavia in foe dosing months 
of the Bush administration by a jp? 

former U.S. Air Force general. **;«•** 

Michael J. Dugan. This was a 
plan for massive military in- 
tervention in both Bosnia and i 

Serbia, with Britain, France and £■* i :: 

Italy supplying foe ground forces, & ^ 
and America the air power. 

Somalia is like that, except that it 
is on a lesser scale and the coun- , jU* 
tries supplying foe ground forces, :P 
and sustaining the casualties, are f 
more numerous. The Italians 1 

have protested strongly agaujst ? 

what the Americans are doing s# 
and the French have given them 
some support. It is essential that & 
other countries, including Brii ,A ^ 


otner countries, inuuuiug onv ; c -- 
tain, should join in the pressure. IF*# 5 , < 

. . t -i — * m — i: 1 j • jjgjS - 


had hoped that Dr. Ghali would 
soon join in. His silence about 
what amounts to the hijacking of 
the U.N. operation in Somalia 
has not been to his credit. Even 
less creditably, he appears to be 
following the U.S. line, which his 
spokesman, Joe Sills, implicitly 
ascribes to the Security Council. 
This interpretation needs to be 
challenged at the Security Co an- 
al. 

The policies pursued under 
Admiral Howe have increased 
the sufferings of the Somalis and 
of those who have been trying to 
help them. The same policies are 
bringing the U.N. into a discredit 
that may be terminal. Britain ar£ 
France should make it clear to 
Clinton administration that this is 
not acceptable. In doing so. they 
should rail for foe early replace- 
ment of Admiral Howe. The 
admiral is, of course, only the 
monkey, but it would teach foe 
organ-grinder in foe White House 
a salutary lesson — The Indepen- 
dent. 


Dr. Abdulla MaDd is on 
leave until Sept. 1, 1993 


Islam — a complex ideology 
that should not be excluded 


By Robin Wright 


WASHINGTON — Fifteen years 
ago this month, an obscure reli- 
gious figure, in exile in Iraq's 
southern city of Najaf, declared 
that the ideology, goals and lead- 
ership of the bubbling unrest in 
neighbouring Iran was, and 
would remain, exclusively Isla- 
mic. 

His bold pronouncement went 
largely unnoticed by the outside 
world, in no small part because 
foe idea of an Islamic state in the 
20th century seemed so ludicrous. 
Even many marching in opposi- 
tion to foe shah back home took 
little heed of what, at the time, 
appeared largely political brava- 
do. 

But within seven months. 
Tehran's monarchy imploded. 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
was no longer obscure. And the 
world was captivated — then 
literally held captive — as the 
first modem theocracy took root 
in the renamed Islamic Republic 
of Iran. 

Now, 15 years later. Islam ts 
the most energetic and dynamic 
political idiom in the Mideast and 
beyond: 

— More Islamic republics — 
Sudan. Afghanistan and Pakistan 
— have been born or re bom. 
Other states now ensure that new 
laws do not violate Muslim codes 
or customs. Most of the 75 coun- 
tries with large Muslim popula- 
tions are far more sensitive about 
everything Islamic, from holidays 
to dietary traditions. 

— Islamists have won elections 
in most Muslim states now ex- 


policy on a religion. Engaging 
Islam is the only way to under- 
mine the extremist that, with the 
World Trade Centre bombing 
and a boned conspiracy plot to 
blow up the United Nations and 
other New York city spots, has 
now arrived on American shores. 

Failure to act such a policy will 
almost certainty generate greater 
alienation and polarisation, more 
attempts to lash out or terrorise 
and feel the political backlash 
that can stir up opposition to 
unrelated events like foe U.S. 
missile strike on Baghdad. 

The policy need not necessarily 
cover religion generically. Nor all 
religions, even though political 
activism has grown among most 
faiths. As the world's only reli- 
gion that offers rules by which to 
govern a state, as well as a set of 
spiritual beliefs, Islam is unique. 

So far, the United States has 
taken steps either too t.epid and 
tentative or totally shortsighted . 

In its last year, the Busn admi- 
nistration backed into a position 
by pronouncing that Islam was 
not the next “ism" threatening 
either the West or the world and 
by acknowledging the differences 
between political and extremist 
Islam. But U.S. officials usually 
tied the surge of political Islam to 
economic decline and despera- 
tion. But this link implies that 
righting economic injustices 
woud return Islam to the personal 
domain and politics to the secu- 
lar. 


perimenting with political plural- 
ism — in places as desparate as 
Socialist Algeria, the monarchies 
of Jordan and Kuwait, and quasi- 
democratic Egypt. 

— Hundreds of Islamic politic- 
al movements have emerged in 
countries from Morocco to the 
former Soviet Republic of Uzbe- 
kistan, and from China's western 
Xinjiang province to Indonesia. 

Yet. foe United States is basi- 
cally still watching events unfold 
from afar, disengaged, often as 
surprised as it was by Iran's re- 
voltfioo — and as it was last 
we^k when a plot by Islamic 
extremists to Wow several 
New York landmarks was 
aborted. 

For all these reasons, it's time, 
finally, for the United States to 
stop skirting foe issue of Islam, to 
stop equating political Islam with 
what's-happened in Persian Iran 
or Arab Lebanon or African 
Sudan, and to stop treating Islam 
as a cultural adjunct of a state. 

For the first time in its history, 
the United States should develop 
a tangible and realistic foreign 


That fact might have worked in 
the late 1970s and early 1980s. 
but it is no longer enough. The 
Islamic agenda — and appeal — 
now goes too deep. 

In the first six months, the 
Clinton administration picked 
up where its predecessor left off. 
but added a new twist wirh a new 
“dual-containment" policy aimed 
at Iraq and Iran. Tehran’s prog- 
ramme to produce weapons of 
mass destruction, its opposition 
to the peace process and its sup- 
port of terrorism are the chief 
reasons. While each is a legiti- 
mate reason not to resume rela- 
tions, this approach is flawed 
and. to a certain degree, dishon- 
est. 

The current U.S. approach is 
still laigely based on the trauma- 
tic U.S.-Iranian encounters in the 
early years after the 1979 revolu- 
tion. when Tehran's Islamic rule 
was the only visible symbol of the 
Muslim revival and dealing with 
Iran was the most viable means of 
dealing with political Islam. 

But a strategy designed to con- 
tain Islam by containing Iran no 
longer applies, because foe over- 
whelming majority of Islamists — 
from underground cells and poli- 
tical parties to new Islamist offi- 


cials — no longer took Iran, if 
they ever did, as a model or even 
a primary resource. With the 
initiative and momentum having 
moved far beyond Iran, the Un- 
ited States and its Western allies 
should take a series of dramatic 
steps to engage Islam — always in 
the context of . broader goals glo- 
bally — over the next few years. 

Economically, the United 
States must reduce its depend- 
ence on foreign oil, whether by 
expanding exploration at home, 
by accelerating development of 
alternative energy sources, or 
both. As long as America is 
dependent on imports, foe U.S. 
agenda in the Mideast and adja- 
cent regions will be shaped by 
• economic exigencies rather than 
politial priorities or principles. If 
oil were less vital to U.S. indus- 
try, many Gulf states, for exam- 
ple, would probably not be 
deemed such good friends. 

While some would remain im- 
portant for strategic reasons, 
establishing relationships on a 
more realistic footing would free 
the United States form the press- 
ures of countries — like Saudi 
Arabia — that use Islam to sup- 
port undemocratic regimes. Just 
last week. Amnesty International 
reported executions in the king- 
dom had reached "shocking 
proportions" with a fourfold in- 
crease in people beheaded. 

The U.S.-Saudi relationship 
has particularly shaped American 
policy on Islam, setting the stan- 
dard for what and how Muslim 
states are dealt with, often in 
erratic and uneven ways — such 
as providing advanced arms to 
Afghanistan’s holy warriors while 
firing at Lebanon's Muslim mili- 
tias in the mid-1980s. 

Politically. Washington must 
use the same standards applied 
elsewhere in determining allies 
and trade partners. 

Democracy has made the 
fewest inroads in countries in the 
Muslim World, And among the 
most egregious violators of hu- 
man rights are authoritarian, reg- 
imes in the Muslim World. Yet. 
too often the United States backs 
away from taking measures under 
*hich pluralism could ie?d to the 
effcctilii of hlfmists. ?•% 

"iTiqte seem to be an -plmost 
autonratic pre judgment that poli- 
tical Islam or Islamist states are 
bad for the U.S. interests — a 
trend evident in negligible U.S. 
action on repression in places as 
disparate as Algeria, Bosnia and 
Kazakhstan. 

Yet. the success in Jordan, 
where the boldest experiment 
with democracy in the Arab 
World resulted in the election of 
Islamists as the largest bloc in foe 
revived parliament, coupled with 
attempts bv Islamists in Algeria. 


Egypt and elsewhere to work 
within the system, should finally 
put to rest the argument that 
Islam and democracy are incom- 
patible. 

Militarily, Washington must 
diminish or cut off access to the 
- arms, intelligence data and train- 
ing programmes that facilitate 
repression by undemocratic gov- 
ernments. 

Ail the arms sales in the world 
will not ensure the survival of an 
unjust system, a lesson powerful- 
ly taught (if not learned) in Iran, 
when the sixth largest army in foe 
world, trained and armed largely, 
by the United States, could not 
hold off change. 

Furthermore, any containment 
policy should be directed first and 
foremost at undemocratic regim- 
es and states violating human 
rights. No religion can be con- 
tained. There’s a double standard 
in ordering Iraq to take meaning- 
ful steps towards democracy as a 
precondition for lifting sanctions 
and improving relations while 
hosting officials of the Algerian 
junta who aborted the firsr demo- 
cratic elections for parliament on 
the eve of a ciearcut Islamic 


victory. 


There’s also a double standard 
by holding Iran accountable for 
its death edict against Salman 
Rushdie, author of “The Satanic 
Verses", while saying nothing 
publicly about the beheading in 
Saudi Arabia last year of Sadiq 
Abdul Karim Malallah for 
“slandering God and the Prophet 
Mohammad." 

Overall, the policy goal must 
be not only to allow but actively 
encourage Islamists to come to 
power by democratic means and 
to experiment with ways that 
blend political pluralism and 
Islam. Change that is gradual and 
evolutionary must be rewarded. 

To isolate extremism, which 
can thrive only when Islam is 
totally excluded, the best thing is 
to bring political Islam into foe 
world system; make it account- 
able both home and to the inter- 
national community. Put it to the 
lest by asking it to find means to 
implement its often grandiose 
and utopian promises. And let it 
share the burdens facing other 
Third World states. 

Dealing with political Islam 
foursquare as an indcology — 
and upholding it to the same 
standards as other systems of 
government-will be far easier. 
Should Islamist regimes then 
violate human rights standards or 
accepted international norms, the 
outside world can hold them 
accountable without appearing 
anti-Islamic and without en- 
dangering a full-scale cultural 
clash — The Los Angeles Times. 


Hungry Kurds yearn 
for the ‘gond old 


days’ under Sadda 


By Amberin Zaman 


EVERY FRIDAY during 
noon prayers, foe chief imam 
at A1 Bakir mosque informs his 
congregation that “once 
again" foe Kurds have been 
“betrayed by the West.” 
“They promised us money, 
they promised us food. They 
gave os nothing,” he cries as 
hundreds of Kurds nod vigor- 
ously in assent. r 
Such is foe mood across 
much of Iraqi Kurdistan, 
where the threat of starvation 
has led an increasing number 
of Kurds to yearn for the 
“good old days” under Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

“Who cares about freedom 
on an empty stomach?" asked 
Mr. Sbeman Shabour, whose 
pre Gulf war salary of 400 Iraqi 
dinars a month was the equiva- 
lent of £866. 

“I used to be able to feed, 
clothe and educate my chil- 
dren. and save. Now 400 dinars 
is barely enough to buy two 
bags of rice. Of course I miss 
Saddam." 

Just months ago, such talk 
would have been unthinkable 
about tbe dictator, who 
ordered the deaths of 
thousands of Kurds and razed 
4,000 of their villages. 

Now the joint leaders of 
Iraqi Kurdistan, Mr. Massoud 
Baizani and Mr. JaJal Talaba- 
ni, are openly talking about 
resuming negotiations with 
Baghdad. 

“We have three options: to 
starve, to become refugees in 
Iran and Turkey again, or to 
talk to Baghdad,” said Mr. 
Baizani at his mountain head- 
quarters in Salahnddia. 

International relief agencies 
paint an equally bleak picture. 
According to Mr. M.A. 
Piracha, who Co-ordinates the 
U.N. relief efforts in Iraqi Kur- 
distan, less than 10 per cent of 
the funds required to meet 
emergency assistance for this 
year has been raised so far. 

“Come winter and no funds 
and we are potentially faced 
with a foil-scale humanitarian 
disaster,” he said. 

“1 know of at least two 
women who sold their babies 
because they couldn't feed 
them. Countless others are 
now reduced to eating boiled 
graa. ripping tar off the roads 
for fuel, and it is getting worse 
all foe time," said Mr. Graham 
Kenna, of UNICEF. “Western 
donor commitment doesn't 
seem to be there." 


Mr. Barzani, who recently 
returned from a tour of the. 
European capitals 
Washington, can barely 
ceal his bitterness. 

“Last year, foe Bush admi- 
nistration promised ns $15 mil- 
lion,” he said. “This year, 
Clinton promised us $23 mil- 
lion. So far, we have received 
nothing.” 

Observers point out that, 
with Baghdad unable to take 
care of its own people, there is 
little it can do for the Kurds. 
"All this talk about resuming 
negotiations with Baghdad is a 
last-ditch attempt to draw 
western attention to their 
plight," a diplomat said. 


“I used to be able ^ 
to feed , clothe aa©: 1 * 
educate my chil- 
dren, and save . 
Now 400 dinars is 
barely enough to 
buy two bags of 
rice . Of course l 
miss Saddam . ” 


The shared fear among relief 
agencies and Kurdish officials 
now is that Saddam Hnssein 
will seize the crisis in Kurdistan 
as an opportunity to take re- 
venge for the recent U.S. mis- 
sile attack on foe intelligence 
headquarters in Baghdad. De- 
spite allied air protection 
30,000 Republican Guards en, 
circling the Kurdish safe haven 
shell Knrdish border villages 
almost daily and burn their 
crops. 

U.S. army Col. Gerald 
Thompson, serving with the 
Allied Military Co-ordination 
Centre in Zakho, said they can 
‘engage in any sort qf military 
action within hours.” To make 
matters worse, the Ir anians 
have mounted artillery attacks 
along their side of the border. 
Mr. Talabani said Iranian 
planes have bombed his tern-, 
tory 60 times since April 19, 
killing eight civilians and 
wounding countless others. 

Wr - Talabani added: “If the 
West doesn’t do something 
fast, we shall have to pick up 
Our guns and return to the 
mountains, fo the end, 
remain the Kurds’ best — ^ 
only friends” — Daily Tele-' 
graph. 
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The benefits of honest, hard work 


' " aj . . assistance to achieve peace? 
r? esj wl - Cl <sar ly» the*U.N. has not found 
J l J e gmL the formula. 

C " e castok' •. “The good old days of tradi- 

°*E. Tv C; ' tional neacekreenino arj» Inno 


? tne casuj* • “The good old days of tradi- 
Tin [ 1. ' tional peacekeeping are long 
:<1 . &1ltR i£h 9 >ne ' 1 *ink forever," said re- 
^dcaijj ■ : • ’ 4 dred Canadian Gen. Lewis 
have », MacKenzie, former U.N. com- 

• It is ^ mander in Bosnia-Hcrzcgovma. 
«. i nt 3 "Nobody knows what to do." 
•ininuj.!* In Somalia and Bosnia, the 
at Dr (£'# U.N. has found that when it 

His °° mes to force, it’s a matter of 

toihTT? “damned if you do. damned if 
' you don’t.” 

to hb “ ' . ' The 15,000 U.N. troops in Bos- 

• he J? . k ‘ “? P rovkk security for food dis- 
U S r* " ' tri button and other humanitarian 
oe * * aid. This involves escorting con- 
> wT 1 ’ • VQ y s trough areas of conflict and 
Lj ecun ?( ensuring the safety of U.N. Der- 


ation ^ 

theses. 


” ensunng 
■' soimeL 


e *«#:. ' n But the U.N. military opera- 
: - tion began last year without a 
■ s Pun*: clear political strategy for ending 

e . havt r >' the conflict. Its troops have neith- 
01 the Set ' CT the authority nor the means to 
lave beq, ■ ' stop fighting among Serb, Croat 
e ^nei^ '■ and Muslim forces, apart from 
•N. uifoi; * ‘ bluff and persuasion, 
rminal. ifc * '* That has severely impaired the 
mate n 4.. ^ humanitarian mission. With 
iitTjiiof lS Sarajevo and other major cities 
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Indw ' under siege, hundreds of 
the eaiii"' ’ thousands of Bosnians survive on 
Hit U.N. humanitarian aid. 

course • But C roat “d Sorb militias 
t would- ' ! i from t “ ne t0 t ’ me reftlse 10 allow 
®*d convoys through their lines. 

' •- U.N. officers wind up begging 

militia commanders for permis- 

sion to perform the job given 

~ - them by the Security Council in 
■ Mate': far-off New York. Often, permis- 

*pt. U sion is denied. 

. But events in Somalia show 

that force too has its limitations. 

Somalia was the first time since 
the Korean war in which U.N. 
j7Afl' - forces were mandated to impose 
j vM ‘ peace by force. 

' With that mandate, the U.N. 

| refused to negotiate with those 

| branded as "terrorists" and -laun- 

ched airstrikes on strongholds of 
I _ warlord Mohammad Farrah 

| r|ni Aideed. The attacks have failed 
to dislodge Gen. Aideed and 
instead brought reprisal attacks in 
which more than 30 U.N. 
r. peacekeepers have been killed 

^ i *'J > j& nce ■* une 5- 
capm/ 1 ' M Italy, the former colonial pow- 
•za be* er in Somalia, has threatened to 
pull out of the ‘27-nation force 
the Em- because of objections to the hard- 

nsedns? line strategy. Critics argue the 

i. "Iff U.N. should place more emphasis 

B5- " on humanitarian operations. 

eh 2 K* ’ U.S. special envoy David 

Shinn, the top coordinator for 
■Dial « ’’ Somalia in the State Department, 

unable r admits the operation m Somalia 
peart.: has led to "some negative les- 

fof dsL ; sons” which will force a reevahja- 
iboc I s don of the U.N. strategy in the 
jjjlatf: east African country, 

jflpi"#- But the experience m Bosnia- 
[K ,,i t ’• Herzegovina raises questions 

inU i 3 t whether a humanitarian mission 

- can function effectively without a 
— degree of force. 

L-f. ’■ Bosnian government officials 
0 w } j^^ojnplain bitterly that for all of its 
1(01 ^supposed authority and power, 
j -the United Nations, and by ex- 
Dll p tension the entire international 

.i jji community, has allowed itself co 

, become hostage to bands of unru- 

{J0 1 ^ ly gunmen. 

U.N. officials in Bosnia fear 
Wttrr privately that humanitarian dona- 

jjrf ; tions will eventually dry up be- 

“T ■- cause of frustration over the lack 

of progress toward a settlement, 
f-jjl' Much of the problem with 

- -U.N. peacekeeping operations 
^ lies in the structure of the in tern a- 

" - tional organisation itself, 
rjiwfl - - The mandate, goals and rules j 

- of engagement for peacekeeping 

iur ' 1 ; forces must be approved by the 

,ial 6 ’ •' ‘Security Council, dominated by 
.. ? " the five permanent members: the 

•ml’- v - United States, Britain, France, ! 

■ ‘Russia, and China. I 

i'- "The decision-making process 
njfSv * ^ within the Security Council is 45 
'($$■ •• years out of date,” Gen. MacK- 

-enzie said. "Decision by ccamnit- 
*-tee results in a policy of the 
pf lowest common denominator 

- _ acceptable to all parties." 

i i'- ’ ■ Furthermore, non-permanent 

■ if '-Security Council members such 
«' as Canada, India, Spain and Ita- 
_ ly, whidi have contributed sae- 
“jf - '■ able forces to U.N. operations, 
feel bypassed in decisions which 
- effect the lives of their own 
*i -troops. 

7,ji’ Gen. MacKenzie and others 

“j [if ** believe that in Somalia and Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina, the U.N. 
^--'strayed dangerously past the 
.p limits of its 1945 Charier, which 
‘y = sanctions involvement in civil 

\ • ' •' conflicts if they threaten interna-* 

■> - tional peace. 

' But it is debatable whether the 
■j. v- crises in Bosnia and Somalia, 

^ ^ horrible as they may be in human 

^ '■ terms, constitute such a threat 


Afew days ago I stopped at the 
traffic lights of what was pre- 
viously known as the Sixth arete, 
on my usual route home after 
work . And as usual, I reached 
for my wallet to find change when 
I saw three or four little boys 
roam among the cars, some sell- 
ing “chkldcts", others flowers or 
plastic trash bags. I bad no 
change. My window was up, as 
toe air conditioning was on in the 
car, so when one of the little 
boys, no mote than ten years old, 
with sldn scorched by the strong 
summer sun, approached my win- 
dow I did not lower the window. 
Perhaps I coukl not bring myself 
to tell him that I had no change. 
The child did not leave and I 
understood that he wanted to tell 
me something, as he was pointing 
at my car compartment. “I have 
no change,” 1 said in Arabic as I 
lowered the car window. 

"You have no change," be 
said, “then why don’t you sell me 
a cigarette?” 

A cigarette!!! 


Is that what ! had been spend- 
ing my money on? I suddenly 
realised that ! had been giving 

money to boys not older than 10 

every day and for what? 
Ggarettes? I had been fooling 
myself, thinking that I was doing 
something good, humanitarian; 
thinking that these kids were not 
begging, but selling things and I 
was contributing to their profit, 
which they would use to buy 
food, clothing, medicine. 

I could not say anything to the 
boy. I only looked at him angry at 
first and then sad. 

Since then I have stopped 
reaching for my wallet when I 
stop at traffic lights. I have been 
disillusioned. Can you blame me? 

But this encounter has made 
me realise that something must 
be done. These children are part 
of a future generation that will 
have to endure even more than 
past generations have. The bur- 
den that people of all developing 
nations must bear will be far 
greater in the future than it is 


By Radi M. Annab 

today, as the gap between rich 
and poor nations widens, and as 
international conflict changes 
from one between ideologies to 
one between civilisations. 

By the time this 10-year-old 
boy I encountered is 20, he 
will be reduced to an unproduc- 
tive, unhealthy smoker, who 
spends a substantial part of his 
low salary on his childhood habit. 

Productivity is an essential ele- 
ment in economic development, 
and the only way this country will 
ever achieve the goal of becoming 
a developed, nation is through 
high individual productivity. 

The solution? Why not start 
with these children? Why not 
with their parents? I am a firm 
believer that home plays a crucial 
role in the development of a child 
into an adult and productive 
worker. It is time that this coun- 
try's government does something 
(and really does something) to 
educate the parents or guardians 
of these children so that they, in 
turn, can teach their kids to be 


productive as adults. What I 
mean by productive is work effi- 
ciently at whatever one does and 
learn to save money (in a desper- 
ate attempt to reduce our heavy 
reliance on foreign aid). Jordan 
is full of jobs but the mentality of 
the Jordanians seems to be an 
obstacle to such progress. 

The fact is that Jordanians are 
not willing to do certain jobs and 
many prefer ro beg rather than 
do, what they consider, menial 
jobs. We have a huge population 
of foreigners from countries like 
India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and 
Egypt working as nurses, house 
maids, builders, cleaners, sweep- 
ers and garbage collectors. These 
are not menial jobs. They are not 
to be looked down upon. These 
are jobs and that is what is 
important. Why should fore- 
igners reap the benefits, while 
Jordanians sit idle? Why should I 
have to gjve the “£id gift” to an 
Egyptian garbage collector and 
not a Jordanian one? 

' Moreover, Jordan suffers from 


unemployment of the educated. 
Our heavy reliance on foreign aid 
over tee years has led to unnatural 
growth, especially in our service 
sector, ana has raised the stan- 
dard of living and education with 
no economic basis to support 
such growth. Thus, for a while, 
Jordanians must learn to work 
below their capabilities. We must 
stop importing labour and use our 
own labour force. This does not 
mean that we most stop exporting 
labour. In fact, we must try to 
reduce unemployment by both 
exporting excess educated labour 
that the country cannot use and 
by replacing foreign workers with 
less educated Jordanian workers. 

This is not an easy task and 
changing the mentality will re- 
quire many years, but the be- 
nefits of real and serious action 
will last for centuries. 

The writer is studying economics 
at Harvard University. He contri- 
buted this article to the Jordan 
Times . 


Ethnic queuing — new world disorder 


By Chan Heng Chee . 

ROME — I had arrived at 
Rome’s Leonardo Da Vind Air- 
port early in the morning, head- 
ing for a vacation in Tuscany. 
Two immigration booths were 
opened, one for holders of Italian 
and European Community pass- 
ports, one for "others.” More 
than a dozen African nationals 
were already -in line, each 
obviously undergoing long and 
thorough questioning. 

From my planeload, the Ita- 
lians and British quickly sailed 
through the Italian and EC coun- 
ter. Our line did not move. After 
15 minutes, a few Australians 
switched to the EC counter. They 
were waved through. Other Au- 
stralians, looking askance at the 
improper advantage, stayed in 
the queue. After another 10 mi- 
nutes of no movement, they, too, 
crossed the line and went 
through. A large Japanese tour 
group, newly arrived, was im- 
mediately directed to the EC 
counter, pasting without delay. 

Three Hong Kong arrivals, 
highly impatient by. now, walked 
up to the EC counter but were 
sent back. The Southeast Asians 
— Thais, Malaysians and Sing- 
aporeans, including myself — 
looked at one another and 
shrugged. 

More than an hour after we 
had joined the queue, following 
protests to airport officials and 
amid visible restlessness, a third 
counter was opened. 

There was now a line for Afri- 
cans; one for Asians and others; 
and one for Italians, EC and 
selected countries. _ A pale and 
sallow young man in bhie jeans, 
of Caucasian origin, had been in 
the queue before me all this time. 
Why did he not use the EC 
gateway? “What country do you 
come from?" I asked. "Poland," 
he replied, with a touch of res- 
ignation. 

The categorisation by Italian 
airport officials and the self-cate- 
gorisation by those in the lines 
had been made quite crudely on 
' perceptions of. who came from 
rich countries and who came from 
poor countries. Was this a fore- 
taste of things to come in the new 
world order? Or was it an isolated 
case in a society that improvises 
as it goes along, and for which 
rules and established procedures 
are waived for convenience? 

With the end of the cold war, it 
seems that East- West conflict will 
be replaced by North-South con- 
flict. The new problems haunting 


us will be instability arising from 
ethnic and religious turmoil, dis- 
integration of states, a massive 
flow of arms and military technol- 
ogy, poverty, economic and eco- 
logical disasters, competition for 
scarce vital resources and large 
movements of people across 
national borders. The fault line 
will be drawn between rich and 
poor nations. It will, to a large 
extent, coincide with racial and 
ethnic divisions. 

Nowhere is the sum of these 
problems epitomised more vivid- 
ly than in the massive influx of 
migrants into industrialised west- 
ern nations. It demonstrates that 
the world is indeed a shrinking 
global village and that it is diffi- 
cult to draw an effective cordon 
sanitahre to insulate one country 
from the problems of another. 

The rhetoric of the 1970s and 
'80s argued that growth in the 
North and the South could not 
continue at such an uneven pace 
without creating a serious dise- 


quilibrium in the international 
system. Today the theory proves 
itself not in aid and trade flows 
but in the impoverished masses 
crossing borders in search of a 
better life. The domestic prob- 
lems of one country are exported 
to another while ecological dis- 
turbances in one continent have 
ripple effects on distant shores. 

This is only the beginning of 
the challenge and the start of the 
pressure. 

If demographic projections are 
believed, the population explosion 
is far from over. Much of it will 
occur in the developing world. 
The ratios of population between 
the countries of the North and 
South are likely to alter drastical- 
ly. So will population flows as 
poor migrants seek greener pas- 
tures. 

The ethnic mix within indus- 
trialised western societies in 
North America and Europe will 
thus change radically. How will 
the traditional liberal society deal 


with the politics of ethnic and 
racial heterogeneity? 

For Europeans, one option 
clearly will be to build a Fortress 
Europe. The United States, given 
its tradition as an immigrant na- 
tion, will find it hard to recant its 
founding philosophy. While offi- 
cial policy may remain sane and 
rational, politicians may well face 
popular pressure to raise entry 
barriers. 

It may be no coincidence that 
at a time of recession and econo- 
mic stagnation in industrialised 
nations, racism has resurfaced 
unabashedly. It appears that even 
liberal societies find it hard to 
accommodate large numbers of 
outsiders who are ethnically and 
culturally different, especially in 
tight economic times. But ethnic- 
ity is more than just situational; 
it is also primordial. 

The way to handle the problem 


is not to let the situation develop 
where the primordial becomes 
salient. This will require skillful 
accommodation, acculturation 
and assimilation strategies. 

It is ironic that at a time when 
western states are campaigning 
for democracy and human rights 
worldwide, anti-liberal reflexes 
are popping up, and gaining- 
adherents, at home. Ethnic in- 
tolerance and racism should nev- 
er be allowed to gain legitimacy. 
We are not just talking about 
Bosnia. We are talking about the 
daily treatment of people diffe- 
rent from ourselves. 

The writer, director of the Insti- 
tute of Southeast Asian Studies in 
Singapore and the Singapore In- 
ternational Foundation, is a for- 
mer Singapore ambassador to the 
United Nations. This article is 
reprinted from the Herald Tri- 
bune. 


EXECUTIVE secret^ 

c WANTED n ' 

Must have Excellent command of both 
Arabic & English 

TO ARRANGE FOR APPOINTMENT CALL 

617202 


WEST AMMAN BEST LOCATION - EMBASSIES AREA - BETWEEN 4th & 5th BEST 
PANORAMIC VIEW OF AMMAN. ELEGANTLY FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED 
275-247-21 0sq.m2 APTS. 3&2 BEDROOMS+1 MASTER, 3 BATHS, OPEN SALONS, 
LARGE KITCHENS, MAID ROOM. 5 APTS. WITH PRIVATE GARDEN EACH. 
MASTER & SATELLITE CENTRAL ANTENEA. TELEPHONES LINES AVAILABLE. 
GENEROUS ENTRANCE LOBBIES, ELEVATOR, GUARD APT. INDEPENDENT 
STORAGE ROOMS, INSULATED WALLS EXCELLENT FINISHINGS 

PLEASE CALL THE OWNERS TEL. 816847 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

An International company has the 
vacancy for the following posts: 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

- Minimum three years experience. 

- Fluent in English. 

- Ability to use word processor. 

- Office organisation arid, filing. 

ELECTRO-MECHANICAL ENGINEER 

-Minimum 10 years experience. 

- U.S.A. or U.K. graduate. 

MARKETING AND ADVERTISING MANAGER 

- University graduate. 

- Minimum five years experience in 
Jordanian market. 

Salary will be commensurate with 
experience. 

Please call 697716 for appointment 
or write to: 

P.O.Box 7851 Amman-Jordan, 
with C,V. 

ALL APPLICATIONS WILL BE TREATED 
CONFIDENTIALLY . 


Poverty and 
political Islam 
threaten Mubarak 



By Paul Eedle 

Reuter 

CAIRO — Muslim militant vio- 
lence is the most obvious threat 
to the government of Egypt, the 
pillar of western policy in the 
Middle East. But u may not be 
the most dangerous. 

Western government analysts 
believe the real risks are longer- 
term: that President Hosni 
Mubarak will not make the eco- 
nomy grow test enough and will 
fail to contain peaceful M uslim 
fundamentalist opposition to his 
rule. 

Mr. Mubarak is proud of beat- 
ing off demands by the World 
Bank to speed up free-market 
economic reform and is deter- 
mined to resist calls for greater 
democracy until the worst econo- 
mic problems are solved. His 
biggest fear is chaos. 

But development experts say it 
will take at least another five 
years before free-market reforms 
make the economy grow faster 
than a population booming at 2.3 
per cent a year. 

That means five- years before 
Egypt’s mass of slum dwellers 
and peasants feel any richer. 

Meanwhile, fiiistralion at the 
impossibility of peaceful political 
change is boiling among everyone 
from the violent militants to secu- 
lar liberals. By far the best orga- 
nised and most widely supported 
opposition group are the fun- 
damentalists, a powerful force in 
Egyptian society for 60 years. 

“Islamic trend” supporters 
dominate unions of doctors, 
lawyers and engineers. They run 
schools and clinics that put gov- 
ernment services to shame with 
low prices and high quality. 

They express the anger of ev- 
ery social class at the West’s new 
world order, which punishes Iraq 
and intervenes in Somalia but 
allows Muslims to be slaughtered 
in Bosnia. 

“We do not see the extremist 
violence as a threat to the reg- 
ime," one western analyst said 
recently. 

“My own view is that the real 
challenge for Mubarak over the 
next five to 10 years is going to be 
coping with the challenge from 
mainstream fundamentalists and 
the challenge posed by the. coun- 
try's economic problems."" 


In the short term, Mr. Mubar- 
ak reigns supreme. 

Parliament is due to nominate 
him unopposed on Wednesday 
for a third six-year term in office. 
Under the constitution, it nomin- 
ates a single candidate to put to 
the people in a referendum, 
which is due to be held in early 
October. 

The constitution and emergen- 
cy laws in force since Muslim 
militants assassinated Mr. 
Mubarak's predecessor, Anwar 
Sadat, in 1981 give the president 
enormous executive power. 

Political parties have been 
allowed since 1977. But the presi- 
dent's National Democratic Party 
(NDP), descendant of the single 
party set up after army officers 
overthrew the monarchy in 1952, 
wins overwhelming majorities in 
every election. 

The militant violence is not 
trivial. More than 160 people 
have died in 18 months, including 
militants, police, Christians and 
three foreigners.- Attacks on tour 
buses and Nile cruisers have 
wrecked the tourist industry. 

Mr. Mubarak has used fast- 
acting military courts to try scores 
of suspects and 14 men have been 
hanged — the largest number of 
people executed for political 
crimes in Egypt this century. 

But western analysts say Mr. 
Mubarak’s police and intelligence 
services, although often brutal 
and inefficient, can almost certain- 
ly control the militants, whose 
violence Jias disgusted many 
Egyptians. 

The only group able to order 
change in the short term is the 
armed forces, the ultimate source 
of power in Egypt since the 1952 
revolution. But they appear com- 
pletely loyal to Mr. Mubarak, a 
former commander of the air 
force. 

“The system still rests on ah 
officers’ class, whether in uniform 
or out of uniform,” a western 
security consultant said. “They 
have everything to lose if the 
system were to go down." 

The consensus is for no radical 
change any time soon. 

"Muddling through — I think 
that is by far the largest probabil- 
ity,” one diplomat said. "I give 
that more than 50 per cent." 

Muddling through, however, 
may not be enough. 


Farsi Translation 
Expert Required 


A local company is looking for professional 
Farsi translators with: 

1) University Degree in a related subject 

2 ) At least five years experience in 
Englfsh-to-Farsf translation. 

3) .Fluent spoken / written Farsi, Arabic and 
English is essential. 

4) Knowledge of computer^usage is an 
advantage. 

Please send or Fax your C.V. to: 

Human Resources 
■ P.OJSoz 950745 .Fax 829213 
Amman 
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5,000 Employments in the Caribbean 



Positions available: Administrative Staff. Pool Attendants. D 
Dining Room Staff, Shop Staff, Hostesses, Bellboys, R 
Cleanere, GP-Repaiimen, Room . Stewards, Cruise Staff, R 
Receptionists, Seamen, Electricians, and many other jj 
positions. Previous experience not required for all positions. LJ 
We are looking for applicants between 18 and 40 years old. B 

Salaries: US $ 15,000 -US $ 40,000/year || 

Additional Benefits: -Modem cabins and excellent R 
food free of charge -Tax Free Salary 'Extra bonuses -Free H 
train ini*. If you are interested in a well-paid job bn a cruise M 
ship, Jill the coupon and send it to: tJ 

World Cruise Corporation H 

4700 N.W. 7th Street Suite 190 r tj 

Miami FL 33126jU.S.A. 0 

BLOCK LETTERS PLEAU □ Mr. OMra. □ Mitt. fgg 

Name Age 

P.O. Box 


City: Postal Code. 

Present Occupation: 
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s Economy 

Population control programmes to get 
priority at Asian Development Bank 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JULY 21^993 


OPEC chief seeks Gulf help to rescue oil prices 


MANILA (AP) — Population 
control has become so crudai to 
Third World development that 
the Asian Development Bank 
will give priority to funding prog- 
rammes to curb growth rates, the 
bank’s senior economist said 
Tuesday. 

Satish Jha told a population 
symposium that development 
programmes have traditionally 
focused on fighting poverty, pro- 
tecting the environment and 
promoting sustainable economic 
growth. 

“There is a general realisation 
that all of these objectives cannot 
be realised; unless there is an 
attack on the issue of popula- 

China 
cracks 
down on 
government 
spending 

PEKING (AFP) — China 
announced Tuesday a 20 per cent 
cut in government administrative 
spending and restricted purchases 
of imported luxury goods until 
year’s end, the offidal Xinhua 
News Agency reported. 

The decision, part of a govern- 
ment package to cool the eco- 
nomy. was prompted by a shor- 
tage of capital triggered by gov- 
ernment overspending in the 
Jannaiy-Jnne period. Finance 
Minister Liu Zhongli said. 

State revenue increased 3.5 per 
cent in the first half to 16J.5 
trillion yuan ($28.6 billion), while 
expenditure surged 12.5 per cent j 
to 161.9 billion yuan, Mr. Liu 
told a national finance conference 
that opened Tuesday. 

The ministry will halt approv- 
ing purchases of cars or mobile 
phones by administrative organs 
or debt-ridden enterprises, Mr. 
Lin said at the meeting, which 
called all provincial finance lead- 
ers to Peking. 

Stricter controls would also be 
introduced for purchases of eight 
consumer goods, including air 
conditioners and photographic 
equipment. 

Meanwhile, local authorities 
would be forced to cut expendi- 
tures on meetings by 20 per cent. 

The crackdown on government 
spending was part of a 16-point 
plan adopted by Peking earlier 
this month to cool overheated 
investment and bring down 
double-digit inflation. 

China's economy grew a record 
13.9 per cent in the first half of 
this year and inflation in major 
cities has running at more than 17 
per cent, figures released Mon- 
day showed. 

The central government has 
already laid down tough new 
restrictions on the banking and 
real estate sectors and warned 
provincial leaders to fall in line or 
race immediate dismissal. 


tion," Mr. Jha told the sympo- 
sium, sponsored by the bank. 

He said the bank, which funds 
development programmes in 
Asia, would now finance prog- 
rammes specifically tailored to 
population control. In the past, 
population control and family 
planning projects had to be in- 
cluded in broader programmes in 
order to get Asian Development 
Bank financing.. 

Mr. Jha said donor countries 
have expressed concern that as 
long as Third World birth rates 
remain high, other programmes 
to improve their economies and 
livelihood will fail. ' 

“So in order to have a sustain- 


able economic growth, you must 
have quite a bit of balance be- 
tween population and the de- 
velopment facilities you are de- 
veloping,” he said. 

Mr. Jha said his multinational 
organisation has already 
approved funding for a popula- 
tion project in Papua New 
Guinea and is considering prop- 
osals from Pakistan, Vietnam and 
Bangladesh. 

Ernesto Pemia, a senior bank 
economist, said the population 
issue used to be very controver- 
sial “but now sensitivity has 
greatly waned.” 

He said the bank was in- 
terested in making contraceptives 


Arab airlines join 
computer booking system 

CAIRO (R) — Eleven Arab airlines set up - a joiht venture Monday 
to subscribe to a computerised reservation system which could 
generate up to $160 million in profits over 10 years, officials said. 

'The airlines, members of the Arab Air Carriers Organisation 
(AACO), formed a Dubai-based company called Araby Company 
for Automatic Booking to subscribe to Galileo 'International, with 400 
members worldwide. 

“We signed a 10-year contract with Galileo Internationa] to 
subscribe to their automatic booking system,” AACO Secretary 
General Adh Dajani told Reuters. 

. He expected profits to reach $160 million over the 10-year project, 
projected to be used by 150 Arab travel agencies by the end of next 
month and 900 by July 1994. 

The eleven airlines — mostly national carriers — serve some 22 
million people annually, said Abdul Wahab Teffaha, the AACO’s 
assistant secretary general. 

U.S. panel recommends 
airline tax breaks 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. airlines should get tax breaks to build 
their strengths, according to a draft report released Monday of an 
emergency commission formed to revitalise the industry. 

U.S. airlines have lost $10 billion over the past three years — more 
than the total earned in die history of U.S. aviation. 

The 15-member panel, formally titled the Commission to Ensure a 
Strong Competitive Airline Industry, was formed in the spring to find 
ways to strengthen the airline industry. Five members were 
appointed by President Bill Clinton, five by the Senate and five by 
the House of Representatives. 

Final recommendations are to be given to Mr. Clinton on Aug. 20. 

The draft recommendation to exempt the airline industry from new 
taxes proposed to reduce the budget deficit is likely to nm into strong 
' opposition from the Clinton administration. 

Laura Tyson, chairman of Mr. Clinton's Council of Economic 
Advisers and a member of the airline commission said Monday any 
taxjiction the panel takes would have to be revenue neutral, and the 
commission’s recommendations contained no provisions for recoup- : 
rag lost revenue. 

Hilton Hotels sees 
i profits down 17 per cent 


available to as many people as 
possible. 

He said the development bank 
would likely support projects in 
India and Philippines which in- 
itially -had good population 
strategies but ran into problems 
for political reasons. 

Opposition to population con- 
trol grew in India after the late 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in- 
itiated a strict programme with 
draconian practices snch as 
forced sterilisation. 

In the Philippines, the influen- 
tial Roman Catholic church has 
denounced the programme for 
allegedly undermining the role of 
the family. 

Sri Lanka 
launches 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — OPEC 
President Jean Pmg of Gabon will 
tour Gulf oil heavyweights this 
week to seek their help to rescue 
oil prices that have plunged to 
their lowest level m nearly three 
years. 

Mr. Ping wfll visit Saudi Ara- 
bia, Iran, Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates, which produce 
nearly two thirds of the output of 
the 12-nation Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEQ. 

Gulf oil sources said Mr. Ping, 
who starts his tour Wednesday, 
would likely ask the four key 
OPEC members to stick to their 
quotas and might even propose 
temporary cuts to shore up 
prices. 

“I expect Ping’s mission to 
produce positive results because 
be has good links with all Gulfi 
states,” one source said. “I think 
he will ask them to adhere to 
their quotas and see if they can 
offer any production cuts.” 

His trip comes ahead of the’ 


group’s July 28 talks in Vienna, 
called after oil prices fell under 
$16 for the first tune since the end 
of the Gulf war on expectations 
the United Nations mil £ase an 
embargo on Iraqi oil exports. 
They later rallied on reports of 
the planned OPEC meeting. 

The expectations were streng- 
thened by reports of an agree- 
ment between the United Nations 
and Iraq on monitoring of its 
weapons programme. U.N. en- 
voy Rolf Ekens said be thought 
this would make it easier to reach 
a deal on oil exports. 

The United Nations and Iraq 
have been locked m negotiations 
in New York on a deal that will 
enable Iraq to export $1.6 billion 
worth of oil to buy food and 
medicine. The talks were sus- 
pended last week after the Iraqi 
negotiators said they wanted to 
consult their government 
* The two sides have yet to agree 
on the terms of supply but the 
deal means Iraq will export be- 
tween 500,000 and 600,000 bar- 


rels per day (b/d) for a period of 
nearly six months. This will add 
pressure on the market, which is 
already awash with nearly 
800,000 b/d in excess OPEC 
supply. 

But oil sources said they be- 
lieved Iraq would not be able to 
begin exports before September 
as it has to prepare its export 
terminal facilities. 

“At their talks next week, 
OPEC ministers will likely assure 
the market that Iraq will- not start 
exports before September. At 
that time, demand begins to im- 
prove for the last quarter and the 
market could then absorb the 
Iraqi output,” a Gulf Arab oQ 
source said. 

The sources said Mr. Ping 
would also seek restraint by 
Kuwait, which said it would gra- 
dually raise crude production to 
more than two million b/d from 
July 1 after OPEC refused its 
demand to give it an increase of 
30 per cent over its output quota 


of 1.6 minion b/d. ! 

> “I do not think Ping wfll ask ; 
Kuwait to return to 1.6 million 
but he might try to persuade it 
not to increase production to two : 
million,” a source said. “I think 
market improvement hinges 
■ largely on Kuwait and other Gulf • 
states." ‘ 

But tiie sources said any agree- » 
merit at next week's talks remjfins % \ 
tentative as there is strowine sue- , 


tentative as there is growing spe- 
culation Iraq might be allowed to 
export more oil. 

According to the Nicosia-based 
Middle East Economic Survey 
(MEES), U.N. Secretary Gener- 
al Boutros Gfaali had told Iraq it 
could expect a significant increase 
in oD exports after the first six 
months if it accepted U.N. terms 
on the deal under discussion. 

“The United. Nations is now a 
keyplayer in dictating the level of 
OPEC supply since, de facto and 
de jure, it alone- will determine 
Iraq’s export volume,” MEES 
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BEVERLY HILLS, California 
(AFP) — Profits for Hilton 
Hotels fell 17 ’per cent in the 
second quarter because of higher 
interest rates paid to fund expan- 
sion and improvement projects, 
the corporation has said. 

Hilton earned $26.8 million (56 
cents per share) in the second 
quarter, from April to June. That 
was down from S32.4 million (68 
cents per share) for the same 
quarter in 1992. 

“This was a most difficult quar- 


ter in that our gaming operations 
were unable to offset sluggish 
hotel results as they had in recent 
periods,” said company chairman 
Barron Hilton. 

Gambling revenues slipped 
from S37.5 million to $37.4 mil- 
lion while a glut of hotel rooms 
kept earnings at $29.7 million, 
the same as the second quarter of 
last year, the company said. 

Hilton blamed the lower earn- 
ings on higher interest rates paid 
for development projects. 


Gulf states 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka has launched a drive to 
attract investment from wealthy 
Gulf Arab states and boost ex- 
ports to their lucrative markets, a 
Sri Lankan diplomat said Mon- 
day. 

The South Asian country, tak- 
ing advantage of a business up- 
turn in the region, will open a 
consulate in the United Arab 
, Emirates (UAE) port of Dubai 
this year and stage its first Gulf 
exhibition. < 

“The main objective of the 
consulate is to boost trade with 
the UAE and other Gulf states. 1 
We have various products to offer : 
to the countries of this region,” 
said Day ara tana .Silva, first 
secretary at the Sri Lankan i 
embassy here. I 

Mr. Silva, who will be in charge 1 
of commercial affairs at the con- ! 
sulate, said it would open in a few j 
weeks and the fair would be held i 
in November Vitfi participants 
from some 45 companies. 

.Sri Lankan officials expect a 
large increase in exports to die 
region ■ since Dubai is a major 
Gulf reexport centre, serving Iran 
and the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) members of Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, 
Kuwait and the UAE. 

“O target is not only the 
UAE Jt the whole Gulf region,” 
Mr. Silva told AFP. “We have 
charted an action plan for tins 
purpose." 

Sri Lanka's main exports to the 
GCC are tea, garments, fruits, 
vegetables, spices and light in-' 
du stria! products. Its imports 
from the region include oil and 
aluminium. 

The UAE is Sri Lanka’s main 
economic partner in the Gulf, 
with their two-way trade standing 
at about $44 million in 1992, 
down from $65 million in 1991. 


MOL) ABOUT THIS. MARCIE ? 
IT LOOKS LIKE SHE 
6AVE ME AN “A" IN 
EVERY SUBJECT... _ 



YOU'RE RIGHT.. HER 
0 D-M1NU5E5" DO LOOK 
^ LIKE'A'5" 


Andy Capp 



STlOClTOLfC LAD. 
HER LUNCH HOUR 
WILL SOON BE f 
!- OVER AND "S 
SHE'LL BE BACK 
TO WORK— 


REMEMBER THE N 

OLD CMXVS WHEN J 
jTHEy USED TO < 
{ KiLLTWie By < 
V KNITTING?) 




Mutfn’Jeff 


DOC, MV BROTHER 
JULIUS HERu ^ 
DOESN'T FEEL | ! 
ANY BETTER! J 


? ) WELL, JULIUS. HAVE 
y YOU cur OUT All 
STARCHES AND SWEETS 
AND SMOKE JUST ONE 
CIGAR A CAY? ^ 


YES SIR, I CUT 
OUT ALL THE 
STA RCHES ANP 
SWEETS — 


BUT SMOKING 
THAT ONE 
CftSARADAY 
NEARLY 
KILLS M£- 


I NEVER SMOKED 
BEFORE JW MV J 
■ LIFE! J 




r. ft 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A busi- 
ness upturn is bringing back 
domestic funds that were trans- 
ferred out of the Gulf region after 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, offidals 
and bankers have said. 

Around $23 billion in govern- 
ment and private funds were 
forced out of the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) in 
the first two months after the 
1990 invasion and the sum that 
has returned is higher. 

Bankers said Saudi Arabia, 
which suffered most from the 
fund drainage; restrieved about 
$25 billion, which were reflected - 
in a sharp growth in its bank 
deposits as well as in construction 
and stocks. Another $2 billion 
returned to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 

“Economic departments in the 
GCC have confirmed the return 
of a large part of Gulf funds due 
to a surge in business and profits 
by banks and companies," the 


offidal Emirates News Agency 
WAM has said. 

The Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency (SAMA) recently said 
deposits with its 12 commercial 
banks had steadily increased 
since the end of the war in Febru- 
ary 1991 due to renewed confi- 
dence in the economy. 

After a loss of around $1 bil- 
lion, deposits jumped by 19.2 per 
cent to $45.6 billion the end of 
1991 and by 3.6 per cent to S47.3 
billion at the end of 1992, SAMA 
said. Deposits rose by 53 per 
cent to $49.8 billion at the end of 
March. 

In the UAE, bank deposits 
increased by nearly 3.4 per cent 
to $20.1 billion at the end of 1992 
from $19.4 billion. 

Banks in Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE and other GCC members 
— Kuwait, Oman, B ahrain and 
Qatar — also reported record 
profits. 

Saudi banks said profits soared 


Bahrain reports growth 
in banking sector 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Bahrain 
has reported growth in its bank- 
ing sector in 1992, a trend attri- 
buted to a return of confidence 
after the 1990-1991 Gulf crisis. 

Assets of the Gulf island’s 19 
commercial banks increased by 
2.9 per cent to 2.66 billion 
Bahraini dinars ($7.18 billion) at 
the end of 1992, from 2.58 billion 
dinars ($6.96 billion) at the end of 
1991. the Bahraini Monetary 
Agency (BMA) has said. 

It said assets of offshore banks 
reached their pre-war level, 
jumping by 30.7 per cent to $69.8 
billion from $53.4 billion. 

Liquidity grew by 4.1 per cent 
to 1.16 billion dinars ($3.1 billion 
from 1.12 billion dinars (£3 bil- 
lion). 

’The increase reflects the re- 
turn of confidence to the eco- 
nomy and the banking sector in 
the region after' the Gulf war” of 
January-February 1991, a banker 
said. “Reports show large funds 



-v ©iAsBEReeN 


‘Got something that smells sweaty like 
Sylvester Stallone, but not sweaty 
like a construction worker?” 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
Die letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
s by Henri Arnold 




GLITH 


LONBE 


GRIFIN 


VONCLE 




SHE GOT BEHIND 
IN HER WORK 
BECAUSE OFTHI-S. 


New arrange the circled letters lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: HER 


Yesterday's 


e IW PCRRE SL DC BEMWONT 

okt. canons mc ss •xrvkx, mc 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: RUSTY IDIOT PUNDIT BOTHER 

Answer: What the motorcycle cop considered Ms too — 
A -PURSUIT 


by 73 per cent to $978 million in 
1992 from $565 milli on in 1991. 
Profits of the largest 17 banks in 
tiie UAE peaked at $259 million. 

Bankers attributed the high 
profits to a. decline in interest 
rates on deposits and a shaky 
business upswing in the region, 
mainly due to higher government 
spending, which constitutes the 
main factor in Gulf economies. 

They said they expected the 
boom to continue in 1993 as GCC 
states approved even higher 
budgets and projected an in- 
crease in revenues to $67 bflEon 
from $59 billion in 1992. 

Saudi Arabia announced the 
biggest budget increase, with 
spending projected at $52.5 bil- 
lion in 1993 compared with $48 
billion in 1992. Offidals said this 


would further stimulate the ecu- ’ 
nomy, which is still heavily de- 
pendent on .oiL 

A study by the Dammam- 
based Federation of the GCC 
Chambers of Commerce and In- 
dustry said it expected the return 
of more funds to the Middle East 
as Gulf states seek to provide 
incentives to investors and other 
Arab countries press ahead with 
reforms to attract capital. 

But a recent report by the 
Kuwaiti-based Arab Corporation 
for Investment Guarantees said 
domestic investments of around 
$25 billion remained a fraction of 
overseas Arab funds of more than 
$670 blDibn. 

“For each dollar invested in-the 
Arab region, $25 invested 
abroad,” it said. 
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By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righto Foundation 


invested abroad are returning 
home.” 

Around S23 billion in govern- 
ment and private funds were 
'transferred out of the Gulf in the 
• - first two months after tiie August 
1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait but 
more than that sum has since 
returned, according to bankers. 

Bahrain, the Gulfs financial, 
centre, is tiie only country in the 
region to have offshore banks but 
the United Arab Emirates has 
said it would also allow such 
units. 

According to the Gulf Daily 
News, the BMA will start requir- 
ing locally incorporated banks 
quoted on the Bahrain Stock 
Exchange to issue audited finan- 
cial statements every quarter. 

The BMA, the island nation’s 
centra] bank, will make the re- 
quirement effective from the start 
of 1994, in a move to keep 
investors better informed about 
the banks' financial position. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
While you may find it necessary to 
remain within your borne or office 
today, utilize this time to go over 
reports, insurance: concerns 'and 
property matters to better your 
present position. 

ARIES: (March 21 fp'Xpril 19) 

■ Use _th$- day to- put * 1010 -motion 
action required to gain the wishes 
of a personal nature that mean tiie 
most to yon, tonight consider pub- 
lic matters. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Spend the daytime at whatever 
your outside activity happen to be 
and you can be suc ces sf ul 'with 
them, while later having a pleasant 
time with a recent acquaintance. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever you have in mind that 
requires a fresh new approach is 
now your cup of tea so drain it to 
the dregs and make potential head- 
way for success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You really can make 
conditions much more exciting for 
your attachment if you have a 
change of pace and bring new life 
into relationship. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get 
involved iu some public project 
that has very up to date conditions 
associated with it and you gain 
much forward progress with gener- 
al public. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Put your best foot forward in 
whatever activities you have to 


- engage in today and let others see 
you know what you are talking j 
about, tonight protect your ; 

vitality. • 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October j 

22) Consider the (Efferent reerca- ^ 

tions that have cpnje to yourjUJeo- 
tion in d'try out me most unusual 
FtW that appeals to y our -sense • 

4uo-*nd humor. — 

S^ftUTO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Cany through with the 
thoughts you had yesterday for 
m a king your home more a haven ! 
happiness and you find your family 
will go along with you. : 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is the day to 
delve into op to date sources of 
information to locate the advanced ‘ffi 

means by which you will be able to 
attend to daily interests. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Seek new ways .to 
handle financial aod other practical 
interests for by so doing you can 
increase your prosperity in the 
material world. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You are blessed with an ! 
innate awareness of what to do to 
be a big success during this current 
Aquarian age and this is the day 10 
do just that. ' 

PISCESi (February 20 to March 
20) Get together with a modern [ 
minded confidential advispr and ■ 
find out what you can do to rata: . ! 

your present dreams come true in 
this dnynatic age. 
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THE Daily Crossword ws™* 


K. FBagner 


ACROSS 
1 Salad fish 
5 Friend of 
Pytnfas 

10 Demonstrate 
H Birthright seller 

15 Dishonor 

16 Josip Bros 

17 Something 
owed 

18 Sweet vrine 

19 Aware of 

20 Olckensian 
musical 

22 Tyrolean can 

23 Health resort 

26 Currier's partner 

27 Omen 

28 Benevolent 

30 Pope's Brother 

32 Ascend 

33 Bridge 

3a Narrow Inlet 
37 Suspends 
judgment 
<1 Kind of man 

42 Eyre" 

43 Shelley's Musa 

44 Orchestrate 

48 Roberta" 

47 Two-edged 

Sword ’ 

50 Complacent 

52 Exist 

53 Papal cape 

54 Forge 

56 Days gone Dy 
5? Assigned chore 
58 Charity 
62 Idi — 

S3 Pound part 

84 "The came 

„ Mutiny" author 

85 "The — ol the 
Mohicans" 

68 Stand or cover 
lead-in 

67 Wife ol a knight 

DOWN 

1 Koppef 

2 Manipulate 

3 Collar 

4 — da fe 

5 Case In 
grammar 

8 — ana beyond 


■ MBBB 
JJBBBfl 


la aaai 

an 

a 


1HS31* aaaaa 


kaaaua aaii aSS 

a»ua 

auu aaaa 

Jaaaa aaaa 

a aaaaa aaaa 




7 Decide* 

8 Glacial ridges 

9 Napoleon's 
marshal 

10 Moe, e.g, 

11 Religion of India 
1Z Water mammal 
fa Lite sheep: var, 

21 Actors script 

22 Brynner 
■23 Unsteady 

24 Thick soup 

25 Pierre's 
girtfriends 

27 Teen problem 
29 Viper 
3i Scruff 

33 Unexpected 

difficulty 

34 Gaucho's rope 

35 — alia 

36 Worship 

38 Partly Open 

39 Dobbin's sound 
■‘0 — Miniver" 
^B’**'** partner 
45 Golfer's need 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solve 


wpjnn nijUu Pinnpjn 

riRHR nrinn hidohoi 

FJnfTjpj nurinn 

□nncinn nnnn ^ 
rnonmnn 
tiann nnon 

nnnn DEPTH 

Bllllll 


46 Goimote 

47 Pert or hrh 
* 8 Aroma 

49 Chy of Light 
51 Pfenning 
54 Shock 


55 Ketch 

57 Old Fr 

59 Maun: 

60 Guam 
lark 

61 Pie In 1 
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*MKW» rXNAHCSAL KARXZT 

WCSXDC SAMB CESTZX UVJJi - sukeism; 

■ TEiEPMJfSi 561 1TC / 66 j;?: vu 

OTC * i -- C3 *A*X£7 SHAM p«ct 1I3T ro* TVS!**! 2C/0?/I*«'^' 



gSE 

^ toil 


TfeS 


^ Ute 
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ma laie ft, 

**»« EW 

n of fe7 

Timer* J 
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C0MP«rC3 KJWB 


MUtB BANK 

JOMW UtlQHAl SA.1K 

BWJK Of JOB3JW 

KI33LE EAST IHVESTXEST BASK. 

•M'JSTtlAI JsevtMPnftfT BARK 

THE HDCSISG BARK 

JORCAI* X'JMArr BARA 

HUB JORDAN INVE3THEKT BARK 

J0R9AB ISLAMIC BARK 

can ON BARK tm SAV2H6 A IHVX3ZMK7 

.■dsisjws bah r 

AKSOUTBAn FOR IXVMTXrtfT 

ARAB HNttlUfi COMORATIOW/ JOPflwr 

PHILAflBLPTCA IHVSSTHEMT BARK. 

JORDAN WSCKUtCt 
HJD9U EAST THJOAAHCE 
CEKERAL ARABIA JHSORAHCB 
JORDAN rWKCH IKDCRAJJCE 
IVEUAL INrjRASCC 

Lars imscrancb 

ARAB Lin A ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
JORDAN S3*T rrlStfRAROC 
AL-NICR al-axab: ireurarcc 

JORDANIAN tLICTRIC FOW1R 

JORDAN HOTEL t TOORINM 

ARAB 2N7ERHATIONAL MOTELS 

mrlOHAL PORTFOLIO SICORITXCN 

REAL ESTATE *IHVES THE HT 

JORDAN COLE REAL ESTATE IBVESTrtfWT 

PETRA ESTHPRISES A EQUIPMENTS LXASIHC 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRAC INC CCCT1 

BACNINART EQUIP. RENTXtUl 6 HAIKTOAMCX 

JORDAN PRESS POUND A7TON / ALflA'i 

JORDAN PRESS & PUBLISHING /A9-DV870UR 

UNITED HIG GLE EA5T E COMMODORE HOTELS 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT G EDUCATION 

ATWQEEP CONST. MATERIAL KANUFACtURINC 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RZ PI NARY 

THE INDUSTRIAL CCWttRCIAL t AGRICULTURAL 

ARAB PHAKMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURIHC 

JORDAN CERAMIC IWD9TRIES 

JORDAN CAIRT 

JORDAN PRINTING C PAUSING 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUPACTURIM 

JORDAN PAPER 6 CABSBCARO FACTORIES 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGE I* IS IHDVSTKItS 

SPINNING t WEAVING 

RAPIA IlfDOSTPIXS 

JOW AN GLASS INDUSTRIES 

DAR RL CAWA Df.'SLOPKENT L IWESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT C ZNTRNATI ONAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

ARAB TAPER CONVERTING £ TRADING 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO - CHEMICAL IHCJSTPItS 
JORDAN iHEKICAL maSTPIES 
JORDAN POCRWOOL INDUSTRIES 
UNI'/ERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES G KATCH/JIKCO 
JORDAN PRECAST C ONC R E TE INDDSTPY 
NATIONAL CABLE 6 WIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SULP HO— CHEMICALS 
ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. S CHEMICALS 
IORDAN KUWAIT CO. POR Wtl. (. roon PROD. 
KAWTHER INVESTMENT 
‘JHIVEPSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


TPAJET per.'. OPENING CLOSING 
VOLUME CLOSIKC PRICE PRICE 
-- PRICE 

L12.H0 1'4-SSC Jll.MC iJP.COO 
Il,:«e 6.7BC 6.8*0- S.'SC 


14.67S 

:;,spc 

31. 453 
185.933 
6,447 

ifi.’CJ 
LB, 390 

156.674 

71.534 
432 
J6.54G 
4,306 
13,496 
4,025 
16,064 
6,214 
I, 70S 
l.ICJ 

:,esc 

34,156 

6,421 

12.367 

39.BDJ 

3 T. 49 J 

j;im 

7,371 

1.433 

:,36C 

72.163 
6,290 

16,999 

16.6BB 

11.374 

<«B,35B 

4,410 

35.691 
ID, 386 

107 . 149 
39.199 
30,370 
6,370 

32.691 
25.147 

let. oco 
6, 842 
3,150 
6.324 

141.734 

B 6 . 69 B 

46 . 163 
3. 7JJ 
6.125 
1,169 

47.745 

7.161 
5,621 
14.765 
31.548 
2.955 
274.401 
6, IBB 
58, 716 
31.166 
1. 861 
SB, tea 


3,924,96: 


5.200 

2.110 

4.BS0 

6-000 

3.160 

4.450 

1 .KJ 0 

4.990 
5. IBS 
2.110 
4.650 
3-030 

4.400 

3.250 
3.350 
3. IOC 
1.B93 
s. :ie 
3.300 
3.653 
4.500 
2.660 
7.560 

5.400 
4.660 
1,940 
0.T90 

1.130 
2.010 
1.190 

16.50C 

9.990 
3.410 
2.710 
3.360 
3.020 
4.15C 

11.500 

6.450 

9.400 
7.750 

3.450 
6 .IQ 7 
4.. BO 
4.630 

21.000 

3.050 

3.350 

C.591 

21.24C 

3.130 
1C. 452 

2.180 

C.43C 

1.78C 

4.251 
6.S5C 
2.950 
d.asc 
1.24C 
0.94C 

11.411 
4.420 
4.171 
1 .901 
3.100 
5.850 


5.150 
2.110 

4.910 
6.060 
3-330 
4.370 
5.692 

4. 900 
9.330 
2.129 

4 . 660 
3.031 
4. 301 
3.253 
3.359 
J.B 7 Q 
1.810 
3.35C 
3.153 
3. 90S 
4.700 
2.675 
7.75= 
6. 333 
4.965 

1.949 
0.793 
1.239 
1.91C 
1.140 

17.000 
9.990 
2.390 
2.710 
2.411 
3.010 
4.200 

32.450 

8.300 

10.000 

7.660 
2.440 
5.730 
4.190 

4.950 
21.200 

3.950 

3.150 
1.590 

21.539 
3.149 
10.500 
3.1T1 
9.411' 
0.772 
4 .2 SC 
6.912 

2.900 

8. 910 
1.250 
0.530 

10.420 

4.420 

4.2C9 

1.900 
3.209 
5.B50 


5.180 
2.210 
4. BbO 

9.910 

3.343 

4.449 

5.690 
4. BSD 
8.200 
3 .:m 
4.680 

3.320 
4.300 
3.250 
3. 390 
3.900 
2.809 
3.250 

3.150 
3. 400 
4.700 

2.690 
7.790 

5.320 
4.520 
I.S62 
2.793 
2.132 

1.910 

I. 16D 
16.950 

9.50 0 
3. 363 
2.690 
2. 380 
3.0DC 

4.200 
11.440 

8.319 
9.B70 
7. BOO 
2.420 
5 . 739 
4.170 
4.SS0 
31.2DG 
3.009 
3. 156 
0.599 
21.SSC 

J. ::c 
13.450 

2. no 
a^su 
0.79 0 

4.150 
6.110 
2.920 
8.890 
1.240 
C- 540 

1C. 460 
4.429 
4.190 
1 .BBC 

3.200 
6. BID 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IK PARALLEL MARKET > 113969 

TRADED VOLUME IN THE PARALLEL MARKET i JD 235561 
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Currency 

MM V0*t!l 
CtOA 

ttBr 19/7/93 

TefetfO 

Ctaae 

ltmr 20/7/93 

Sterling Pound 

1.49SS 

1.4988 

Deutsche Mark 

1.7078 

1 . 7060 

Swiss Franc 

1.S010 

1.5015 

French Franc 

5.8200 

5.8225" 

Japanese Ven 

108.48 

108.43 

European Currenv Unit 

1.1400 

1.1403 •• 


I SU fVr SIC; 

Nurnpnm Opralug w NflU a.n. CMl 

Eurocorrmcy Incarast Kata* 


Data.- 


20/7/1993 
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Currency „.<• 

I'MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

Xoo 

3.12 

3.31 

3.54 

Sterling Pound 

5. SI 

5.94 

5.20 

5.81 

Deutsche Mark 

7.12 

7.00 

6.68 

6.25 

Swiss Franc 

4.56 

4.56 

4.4 3 

4.31 

French Franc 

7.50 

7.25 

6.81 

6.25 

Japanese Yen 

3.18 

3.18 

3.09 

3.12 

European Currency Unit 

8.00 

7.68 

7.19 

6.62 


InicrtMnL bid rur annuDis rxeediau l -V IhBm 

Cantral Bank of Jordan Exduutgo Rata 


I.BM.OUU or rqovBkiH. 

BuJlatia 


20/7/1993 




Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6950 

0.6970 

Sterling Pound 

1.0416 

1.0468 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4071 

0.4091 

Swiss Franc 

0.4630 

0.4653 

French Franc 

0.1194 

0.1200 

Japanese Ven■ ,, 

0.6408 

0.6440 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3619 

0.3637 

Swedish Krona 

0.0879 

0.0883 

lUlian Lira' 

0.0440 

0.0442 

-Belgian Franc 

0.01972 

0.019S2 

- ftr 188 



Other Carrandei 

Data: 20/7/1993 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.8180 

1.8380 

Lebanese Lira -1 

0.03W75 

0.040750 

Saadi Riyal 

0.IR4S 

Q. 1855 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.1200 

2.1900 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1350 

0.1920 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.1300 

Omani Riyal 

1.7650 

1.8100 

UAE Dirham 

0.1880 

0.1920 

Greek Drachma" 

0.1983 

0.3285 

Cypriot Pound 

1.34*5 

1.3885 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following ore the baying and selliag rates for 
leading world currencies ana gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Ex c h an g e and bullion markets Tuesday. 

U.S. S1.00 costs . 


p One sterling 
One* ounce of gold 


1.2795/05 

Canadian dollar 

1.7045/55 * 

Deotschemarks 

1.9200/10 

Dutch guilders 

1.4970/80 

Swiss francs 

35.22/23 

Belgian francs 

5.8185/35 

French francs 

1585.0/7.0 

Italian lire 

108.10/20 

Japanese yea 

7.9210/10 

Swedish crowns 

7.2700/00 

Norwegian crowns 

6.5800/00 

Danish crowns 

SI .5040/50 

; 

$391.35/391^5 



Officials warn of 
catastrophic results to 
Sudan reform programme 


KHARTOUM ( AP) — Sudanese 
officials are warning the govern- 
ment that its economic reform 
programme has triggered price 
hikes which could have “catas- 
trophic results” if left unchecked. 

Prices have doubled once again 
in the past two months, and 
government salary increases do 
not catch up with the hikes. 

For example, a piece of Arab 
bread now costs five Sudanese 
pounds (about three cents). And 
the basic salary is around 2,000 
pounds ($13) monthly. If six 
members ui a family each eat two 
pieces of bread dauy, more than 
90 per emit of the salary is spent 
on bread alone. 

“There is instability in prices, 
which if not rectified urgently, 
will lead to catastrophic results,” 
former finance minister Badr El 
Dcen Sulim an told a daily news- 
paper, Mr. Suliman chairs parlia- 
ment's economic affairs commit- 
tee which is preparing a report to 
present to the military govern- 
ment of Lieutenant General 
Omar Hassan El Bashir. 

Sudan is Africa's largest coun- 
try and one of the poorest in the 
world. At least three times this 
century, bloodless civilian upris- 
ings prompted by deteriorating 
economic and political conditions 
have toppled the government. 

Lieutenant General El Bashir 
overthrew a democratically 
elected but largely inefficient civi- 
lian government in 1989. He is 
carrying out an economic reform 
policy, including decreasing sub- 
sidies, limiting imports, selling 
the public sector and devaluing 
the Sudanese pound, but these 
conditions have raised inflation. 

Last year, inflation was 149 per 
cent, but in March, the govern- 
ment said it had decreased to 80.6 


£ 


per cent. 

The black market rate of 250 
unds to the dollar is much 
igher than the official rate of 150 
pounds to the dollar. 

The walis, or governors, of 
Sudan's nine regions have said in 
a statement to the government 
that although they supported the 
economic liberalisation policy, 
something urgent had to be done 
to stop the “price chaos.” 

They have also urged the gov- 
ernment to fix the price of bread 
until the end of the current fiscal 
year in June 1994. 

Economic Minister Abdul 
Raheem Hamdi acknowledges 
that the economic reform policy 
is to blame for the spiraling 
prices. However, he also blamed 
ongoing development program- 
mes, subsidies, salary increases 
and the 10-year-old dvil war in 
the south for the situation. 

The Sudanese government is 
perpetually short of foreign cur- 
rency, especially since the 1990 
Gulf war in which Sudan sup- 
ported Iraq. Sudan became politi- 
cally isolated, and annual West- 
ern and Arab economic aid drop- 
ped horn $800 million to $100 
million. 

In 1986, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF's) declared 
Sudan ineligible for loans for its 
failure to pay $220 million in 
arrears to the institution. 

The present economic reform 
programme is an attempt to meet 
the IMF's conditions to restore 
Sudan's economic credibility. 
Sudan has also stopped paying 
back a foreign debt of $13 billion 
after the military regime 
announced it had been concurred 
by past governments and was not 
the responsibility of the present 
one. 


Housing construction in Jordan booms 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The housing needs 
of the more than 300,000 Jorda- 
nian expatriates who have re- 
turned home pushed up construc- 
tion activities by almost three- 
fold during 1992 compared with 
1989, official statistics show. 

The authorities issued 21,191 
permits for buildings — covering 
a total area of 6,496,000 square 
metres — during die year com- 
pared with 9,581 permits and 

2.425.000 square metres during 
1989, according to figures given 
by the Jordan Engineers Associa- 
tion and cited in the latest statistic 
bulletin of the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ). 

More than half of the permits 
— 12,180 — were issued for 
solely residential buildings in 
Amman covering an area of 

5.120.000 square metres, the bul- 
letin showed. 


This compares with 8,803 per- 
mits and 3,091.000 square metres 
in 1991, 6.050 permits and 
1,751,000 square metres in 1990 
and 5,261 permits and 1.589,000 
square metres in 1989. 

Irbid came next with 5,278 
permits and 717,900 square 
metres, followed by Zarqa with 
1,356 permits and 264,000 square 
metres and other areas (com- 
bined) accounting for 355,400 
square metres during 1992. 

Only 11 permits accounting for 
37,500 square metres of buildings 
for residential as well as other 
purposes were issued during the 
year. Again, seven of the permits 
covering 36,500 square metres 
were issued for buildings in Am- 
man area. 

The boom in construction, 
cited by economists as one of the 
main short-term factors indicat- 
ing growth in the economy, is 
continuing. The authorities 
issued 2,839 permits covering 


621.200 square metres were 
issued during the first three 
months of 1993 (a relatively lean 
period of tiie year). 

According to a 1992 govern- 
ment study, Jordan needed 
55,000 housing units to accommo- 
date the expatriates and their 
families who came home in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis triggered 
by the August 1990 Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait. 

Construction industry experts 
said the buildings already con- 
structed or being built under the 
licences issued until the end of 
1992 could account for around 40 
to 45 per cent of the needs 
estimated by the government 
study. 

There was no clear indication 
how much money was invested in 
construction. An indirect indica- 
tion of the boom was also evident 
in the annual figures of imports 
for the year. According to these 


figures, iron and steel imports 
jumped to JD 133.58 million dur- 
ing 1992, compared with JD 84 
million in 1991, JD 70 million in 
1990 and JD 54 million in 1989. 

Local industrial production in 
the construction .sector (using 
part of the import input) was 
given as: 2,746,000 tonnes of 
cement, 234,700 tonnes of iron 
and 147,000 tonnes of me tallic 
pipes. No figures were available 
for other inputs into the construc- 
tion sector. 

The total amount of tax col- 
lected, including property-sale 
tax, during the year was JD 101 
million. No split up was available 
to indicate what percentage of 
this amount was in property-sale 
tax. 

The CBJ bulletin, citing Minis- 
try of Labour statistics, said 
54,000 Jordanians were employed 
in the construction sector. The 
figure does not include expatriate 
labour. 


Kuwait says it has sold all its oil 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait, ex- 
pected to come under pressure to 
curb oil production at emergency 
OPEC talks later this month, said 
Tuesday it has sold all the crude 
oil it plans to produce in three 
months from July. 

“We are sold out from July to 
September... everything we plan 
to produce is committed,” Hus- 
sein AJ Shamma, executive assis- 
tant managing director, market- 
ing and sales, of Kuwait Pet- 
roleum Corp. (KPC) told Reu- 
ters. 

He made the comment in re- 
sponse to questions about 
Kuwait’s ability to meet possible 
demands from the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) at a meeting ex- 
pected in Vienna on July 28 that 
members cut productienrto help 


support prices if Iraq resumes oil 
exports. 

Although Mr. Shamma said he 
could not comment on Kuwait's 
policies on OPEC or on oil pro- 
duction, he said that as far as the 
marketing aspect was concerned 
oil due to come out of the ground 
from July to September has 
already been sold. 

Kuwait plans gradually to in- 
crease proauction to 1.9 million 
barrels per day (b/d) at some time 
during July after rejecting an 
OPEC quota of 1.6 million b/d 
that had applied till June. 

Kuwait plans to raise output 
further to 2.0 million b/d some 
time in August and to 2.16 mil- 
lion some time during Septem- 
ber. 

“People here at KPC market- 
ing have done their work,” Mr. 


Shamma said of their success in 
selling the extra oil available. 

Kuwait announced the in- 
creases last month after opting 
out of the OPEC quota system, 
complaining that its rightful 
quota should be 2.16 million b/d. 

Kuwait argues it is a special 
case because it is still repairing its 
oilfields from damage inflicted 
during Iraq’s seven-month 
occupation and the 1991 Gulf war 
that ended it. 

OPEC members are to meet ou 
July 28 to discuss how to respond 
to plans for a limited sale of Iraqi 
oil worth SI. 6 billion being dis- 
cussed by Iraq and the United 
Nations. 

Algerian Energy Minister 
Hacen Mefti said an emergency 
OPEC meeting would try to bring 


Kuwait into a new oil oiitput 
accord pending Iraq’s return to 
the market. 

“Consultations are going on for 
a special meeting to prepare... an 
organised return of Iraq to the 
market on the one hand, and to 
reconsider Kuwait's integration 
in a new accord if possible on the 
other hand,” he told the news- 
paper El Watan. 

In the interview published 
Tuesday, Mr. Mefti said some 
member states of OPEC were 
violating production quotas 
agreed last month, contributing 
to a fall in oil prices. 

“Among the main causes (of 
the fall in prices) is of course over 
production by certain (OPEC) 
memebrs which peak at 800,000 
barrels a day,” Mr. Mefti said 
without naming the states. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

^ TEL 604676 604696 
P.O.BOX 7806 
Inf \V\ AMMAN 



1 CROWN INTLEST. 8 

1 Packing, shipping 1 
! Forwarding, storage S 

j| worldwide Removals | 

Air, Sea and Land 



JORDAN 
MARKET PLACE 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT] 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACEBUILDING- JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 



1 Italian Restaurant 


Live Music 

open for 

lunch & dinner 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy 
Club Circle - Jordan Super- 
maifcet Building . 2nd Floor 
Tel : 824677 


SmJDIOHAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger.- 

* JUMBO photo 

sire 30% torpor 

* From anfarge* 
moot 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grind lays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


4 RENT&SALE 

■- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0S09 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



699-420 


Hisham International Tours 

6 THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN” 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 
•it Istanbul $800 H/B & tours 

* Antalya $ 800 H/B 

■it Turkish Riviera S80C H/B 

* Cyprus $770 B/B 

.* All in 5 star INT'L HTLS 


Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International & 
Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey, Cyprus 
& Egypt 


Our first class services & moderate prices 
'LJifc-imake sense for leisure & business travellers! 
VPy Tei.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214- 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight / 


j / /n //t’vr Oriental Toad in Town 

(tit RESTAURANT 


• Chinese, Thai, Philllpino, IndonfsIan.Malasoin 
& Japanese specialities 
Live Band "6“ nights a week 
World wide programs VIA satellite 
Takeaways & delivery Available 



& i n 

flV- 


Jr 


- 

& 




CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


g|«U4ltl OuJI 

120 

A u t h 6 n 1 1 c 
; Chinese dishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
stytes ol China. 
Prepared by oar 
Chinese chefs 
Open daily tor 
lunch & dinner 
Tike iw*y serrkts 
JabaJ AJ Hussem 
Ministry o( Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 
TeL 693004 



X x 


MANDARIN RfSTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open rj.jtf-.tju 4 t*B-n jti 

Take away is available 

Wadi Saqra Rpaa 
nea/ Hose' / 

| Tel. 661922 , Amman] ✓JyMj 

m lasted y'y/ ti 



%RAWt 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jahal Amman, near 
Ahtiyyah Girls School 

Taka away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 




The Inn Place to be. 



J t‘ HuMuli :> f Ci'I-O. Arnm,<.-: - Oppovie Frrn-fi Loaf _ 653432 



,_.y$ rraAwf l 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away servk^ 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -T! .30 pm 

| After the Philadelphia Hotel { 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659S19 659520 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room-! 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 


Rock Cafe 3 : 1 

ILjive tWid 
639197 

Couples Only, or 
Groups of Ladies & Gents 

Open Daily 



Amman - Tel. 688193 
'P.O.Box 9403 ■ Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Bosnian Serb forces press 
attack on Sarajevo mountain 




gab; •*•••• \ 
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SARAJEVO (R) - Hie night 
sky over Sarajevo was lit with the 
pashes of heavy weapons as fight- 
ing raged Tuesday between be- 
sieging Serb forces and Muslim 
units on a mountain overlooking 
the Bosnian capital. 

pie constant thud of heavy 
artillery in the battle for Mount 
Igman, a Muslim army stron- 
ghold southwest of Sarajevo, 
could be heard from the city only 
a few miles away. 

Sarajevo Radio said the Serbs 
were mounting armoured and in- 
fantry attacks and pounding the 
mountain with long-range artil- 
lery. 

. The Muslim-controlled radio 
said Bodiian government forces 
were bolding the line. 

The Belgrade based Tan jug 
News Agency quoted the Serb 
command as saying its forces had 
Monday captured the southwest 
half of the mountain. This could 
not be independently confirmed^ 
United Nations military obser- 
vers have not yet been able to 

g ve a detailed assessment of the 
test fighting but U.N. relief 
workers say more than 3,000 
Muslim refugees huddled at the 
foot of Mount Igman may be 
forced to flee. 

U.N. Protection Force spokes- 
man Major Luuk Niessen said the 
Serbs were attacking the moun- 


tain from the northwest and 
southeast 

Unconfirmed intelligence from 
the battle zone' jndicated, howev- 
er, that Serb gains during the day 
were being retaken by Muslim- 
led Bosnian forces during the 
night. 

“So we don’t know exactly 
where the confrontation lines are 
at the moment,” Mr. Niessen told 
reporters. 

Niessen said fighting between 
Croats and Muslims — once 
allied against the Serbs — broke 
out^in the central Bosnian town of 
Gomji Vakuf after days of rela- 
tive calm. 

The British military headquar- 
ters building in the town was hit 
by several mortar rounds but was 
not seriously damaged. 

Pitched Croat-Muslim artillery 
and Mortar battles engulfed 
Bugojno, 20 kilometres north of 
Gornji Vakuf and on the same 
major relief supply route from 
the Adriatic. 

Fojnica, about 40 kilometres 
west of Sarajevo and reported 
captured by tbe Bosnian army 
from Croat forces Friday, was 
reported very tense with part of 
die town a no man’s land only 
narrowly separating the com- 
batants. 

UNICEF spokesman Ryan 


Grist said a mental institution 
where 230 children were found 
abandoned without food and wa- 
ter at the weekend was in the no 
man’s land. Security guarantees 
were needed before normal care 
could be restored there. 

Small arms fire erupted in the 
vicinity of tbe building after dark- 
ness fell Monday night, Mr. Grist 
said. 

In the southern city of Mostar. 
there was further evidence of 
ethnic cleansing by Croats. 

Reuter journalists saw faun- 


Monday that the 10-man pres- 
idency had met and agreed a 
common position and tbe make- 
up of a delegation to peace talks. 

The policy and membership of 
the mission would be announced 
later. 

But tbe radio said presidency 
members bad expressed doubts 
about whether there was any 
point in attending talks so long as 
rebel Serbs continued offensives 
whose main thrust is directed 
against Mount Igman. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. State De- 


dreds of men believed to be ■ partment said Monday the Inter- 


Muslims taken under Croat milit- 
ary police escort to Mostar Mon- 
day where they headed down a 
road to the city’s helidrome, used 
as an internment camp for Mus- 
lims in the past. 

The journalists had followed 
the pale, emaciated men — most 
in civilian clothes — in five trucks 
and a bus for miles through the 
countryside from just outside the 
Croat stronghold of Capljina in 
sooth western Bosnia. 

In Sarajevo, Bosnia's collective 
presidency indicated it was ready 
to attend Geneva peace talks, 
after agreeing on a joint position 
and delegation, but bad doubts 
over whether it should go if Serb 
forces keep up their attacks. 

Bosnian radio reported • late 


IAEA wants to I U.K. army declares plans 


negotiate 
with North 
Korea soon 

VIENNA (AFP) — The U.N. 
nuclear agency said Tuesday it 
wanted to resume talks soon with 
North Korea on checking sus- 
pected nudear weapons sites af- 
ter Pyongyang said it was willing 
to negotiate. 

North Korea’s neighbours 
meanwhile reacted cautiously to 
Pyongyang’s announcement in 
Geneva Monday, after three 
rounds of talks with U.S. offi- 
cials, that it would resume nego- 
tiations with the agency on open- 
ing up the sites to international 
inspection. 

Although the agreement was 
billed as a breakthrough averting 
a d ang erous showdown, South 
Korea and Japan expressed con- 
cern over whether the reclusive 
Stalinist gove rnm ent in Pyon- 
gyang would eventually give in 
and actually allow inspections to 
prove its assertion that it is not 
bufidiiig n ud ear weapons. 

“We welcome the decision by 
North Korea to return to the 
negotiating table,” International j 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
spokesman Hans Mayer said here ! 
in Vienna. 

“Tire important thing now is to 
allow oar inspectors to return to 
North Korea to meet obligations 
under the Non Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT)” which North 
Korea has signed, he added. He 
said the agency wanted to resume 
talks as soon as possible. 

In Seoul, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman praised the North Ko- 
rean move as marking “important 
progress towards a solution of the 
North Korean nudear problem." 

But he warned that Seoul 
would “be closely watching 
whether North Korea takes 
speedy concrete measures for 
complete and sincere imple- 
mentation of its interna tiona l 
obligations” under the NPTs 
separate safeguards accord, 
which requires inspections, and 
under an inter-Korean nudear 
ban accord. 

A Japanese Foreign Ministry 
statement released in Tokyo 
praised Washington’s role in win- 
ning the promise from Pyongyang 
after the talks in Geneva. 

“Japan again calls on North 
Korea to solve as soon as possible 
the problem of its nuclear 
weapons development,” the 
statement said, demanding Pyon- 
gyang retract its decision to with- 
draw from the NPT. 

China said Tuesday it wel- 
comed progress in talks between 
North Korea and the United 
States and called for continued 
efforts to solve the Korean penin- 
sula’s nudear problems. 

“The Chinese government wel- 
comes the positive progress,” a 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said. 

Pelang hoped mat both sides 
would continue to work in a 
constructive way to “seek a prop- 
er resolution to the nudear ques- 
tion of the Korean peninsula," he 
added. 

The Geneva talks followed a 
warning by U.S. President Bill 
Ginton that if the North Koreans 
developed and used nuclear 
weapons, tbe United States 
would retaliate with overwhelm- 
ing force and “it would be tbe end 
of their country” as they know it. 

North Korea and the United 
States agreed to resume talks in 
two months' times. 

The bead of the U.S. delega- 
tion at the Geneva talks, Robert 
Gallucd, said Monday that North 
Korea had also agreed to let the 
United States help Pyongyang 
switch its nudear power program- 
me to one that is harder to 
convert for weapons production. 


for Hong Kong pullout 


-HONG KONG (Agendes) - 
After ISO years of protectirj 
Hong Kong, largely from Chine' " 
illegal immigrants flooding ac- ■> 
the border, the British ar y 
announced details Tuesday of its 


“If they station troops in Cen- 
tral then it would appear the only 
reason would be to have the 
ability to suppress people here,” 
he said. 

British commander Major 


final withdrawal, to let the General John Foley said he had 


Chinese in. no qualms about pulling out of 

Tbe Ministry of Defence the colony. “I have no personal 
announced plans for the phased feeling, what happens after 1997 
withdrawal of all British troops, is purely a matter for the 
to leave just a symbolic rump in Chinese,” he told reporters here, 
the run up to July 1, 1997, when ’ _ „ . Hcll Kofta _ 


the Chinese flag goes up in Hong 
Kong. 

The British pullout, outlined 
by Aimed Force Minister Jeremy 
Hanley in London Monday, has 
long been accepted, but fears 
remain over the stationing here of 
tbe China’s People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA). 

Ever since tanks rolled into 


Peking’s Tiananmen Square to ““J*® 0 , 

suppress ihe 19S9 pro-tan®™ . A™ 1 ?- R °£> ^ ^ 

movement, the thought of the An Force umts ;w.ll retrain in the 

PLA being stationed in the heart ? . ony u ” ri ■* une ® en - 


The current three British batta- 
lions, a total of around 7,500 
personnel, will be reduced to one 
in the second half of 1994. The 
Black Watch regiment will pull 
ont around six months earlier 
than origin ally planned and the 
current two battalions of Gur- 
khas, the famed fighters from the 
hill villages of Nepal, will be 
merged into a single unit. 

Army. Royal Navy and Royal 
Air Force units will remain in the 


of thriving capitalist Hong Kong 
Jias sent shudders through the 
community. 

Local legislator James To, de- 
fence spokesman for the United 
Democrats, said there was no 


Foley said. 

Meanwhile, China and Britain 
Tuesday began an eighth round 
of talks on controversial plans for 
democratic reform in Hong Kong 
with both sides saying a recent 


threat to Hong Kong and there- meeting of foreign ministers por- 
fore no need for Peking to station tended swifter progress. 


troops in Central, the main busi- 
ness district. 

“Unlike Britain the Chinese 
could quickly mobilise forces 


The negotiations, scheduled to 
last three days, are the first since 
British Foreign Secretary Doug- 
las Hurd had talks in Peking this 


from Shenzhen (across the bor- month with bis Chinese counter- 


tier) or from the navy. 


part, Qian Qichen. 


Clinton caught between 
2 sides on gay policy 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's new policy 
allowing homosexuals to join the 
armed forces provided they re- 
main celibate and silent about 
their sexual orientation drew bit- 
ter protests from gay rights 
groups Monday. 

But military leaders and a 
powerful southern senator voiced 
their support for Mr. Ginton’s 
“honourable co mp r omi se" med 
at settling an issue that I dog- 
ged the president almost f i tbe 

day he took office. 

Mr. Clinton, felling short of his 
campaign promise, announced 
Monday that gays and lesbians 
can serve in uniform provided 
they do not reveal their sexual 
orientation and do not engage in 
homosexual acts. 

The new policy, which Mr. 
Clinton announced in a speech at 
the National Defence University 
in Washington, says sexual 
orientation is not a ground for 
exclusion from military service. 

But it rules that homosexual 
conduct on or off military bases, 
including a mere statement that 
an individual is homosexual, is a 
ground for dismissal from the 
military. 

Gay rights groups, who con- 
tended the new cautious policy 
violates his campaign pledge to 
lift the ban on homosexuals in the 
armed forces, said they would 
take tbe issue to court. 

“Ultimately this policy will be 
overturned by the courts," said 
Kevin Cathcart, executive direc- 
tor of the Lambda Legal Defence 
Fund, a gay legal rights group. 

“This policy is asking gays and 
lesbians to take a vow of silence 
and a perpetual vow of chastity if 
they want to serve in the milit- 

ft 

ary. 

The top commanders of the 
army, navy, air force and 
marines, who shared the stage 
with Mr. Ginton Monday, said 
they agreed with the policy and 


were confident they could carry it 
out. 

“I think we have come up with 
a solution that we can all live with 
and that protects the force, that 
protects the privacy rights of all 
those serving in tbe force and yet 
moves in the direction of those 
who wanted to have a liberal 
policy,” said General Colin 
Powell, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of staff. 

Tbe policy takes effect on 6ct 
1, a day after Gen. Powell, who 
was a fervent opponent of Mr. 
Clinton’s plans to allow homosex- 
uals into tbe armed forces, plans 
to retire. 

Democratic Senator Sam 
Nunn, the influential chairman of 
the Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee who wanted to reinforce 
restrictions on homosexuals in 
the military by writing them into 
law, said his initial reaction to the 
new policy was positive. 

Sen. Nunn said tbe policy 
“appears to set forth standards of 
military conduct that are consis- 
tent with traditional military 
practice." 

But Democratic Representa- 
tive Gerry Studds, a homosexual 
from Massachusetts, said that 
while gays “by a small margin" 
will be better off, the policy 
“won’t leave room for someone 
to lead a decent life with self- 
respect and dignity." 

Mr. Studds predicted the con- 
troversy will now move into the 
federal courts and said he was 
“absolutely confident” that the 
ban will ultimately be erased. 

The White House released a 
memo from Attorney General 
Janet Reno which said the Justice 
Department believes any legal 
effort to overturn the policy will 
fail. 

“Because of the extraordinary 
deference paid by the courts to 
military service, we are confident 
that the new policy ...will be 
upheld against constitutional 
challenge,” it said. 


i .-:T£ 






national Aid Fund for tbe former 
Yugoslavia is running $263 mil- 
lion short of what will be urgently 
needed over the next several 
months. 

Even though international 
donor nations pledged an addi- 
tional $170 million last week, and 
the United State- alone has don- 
ated $95 million tince May, De- 
partment spo esman Mike 
McCurry said tl s will not be 
enough. 

‘They anticipate now that over 
the next several months the short- 
fall could amount to as much as 
$263 million in additional funding 
for assistance that would be 
necessary to handle the urgent 
needs,” Mr. McCurry told repor- 
ters. .' 

Top Italian 
businessman 
found dead 
in jail 

MILAN (R) — Top businessman 
Gabriele Cagliari, held in jail as a I 
suspect in Italy's corr u ption scan- 
dal, was found dead with a plastic 
bag over his head Tuesday and a 
magistrate said he had almost 
certainly killed himself. 

An official prison report said 
guards had found Mr. Cagliari, 
i the former head of Italian state 
energy group ENI, slumped in 
the bathroom of his cell in central 
Milan’s grim San Vittore Prison 
with the bag covering his head. 

Attempts to revive him in the 
prison infirmary failed and he was 
declared dead at 10:05 a.m. (0805 
GMT), the report said. 

It said Mr. Cagliari, who was 
67, had shared the cell with three 
other detainees but had tveo 
alone at the time. 

“There shouldn't be any 
doubts that Gabriele Cagliari | 
committed suicide,” investigating . 
magistrate Maurizio Grigio said 
after seeing Mr. Cagliari's corp- 
se. 

Mr. Cagliari’s death after four 
months in jail was certain to raise 
a storm about the treatment of 
suspects in Italy's corruption 
scandal, which has implicated 
well over 1,000 people including 
former prime ministers and top 
businessmen. 

Mr. Cagliari was chairman of 
Ente Nazionali Idrocarburi from 
1989, Italy’s second largest pri- 
vate company, until his arrest this 
year and bad been held in preven- 
tive custody since March 9. 

Mr. Cagliari had admitted 
while in jail that ENI had paid 
around 20 trillion lire ($12.6 mil- 
lion) to Italy's ruling Christian 
Democratic and Socialist parties 
through a web of overseas sub- 
sidiaries. 

But he insisted he had inher- 
ited die system from his predeces- 
sors. 




A man crawls out of his flooded merchandise business in Saint Louis, Missouri, after checking 
the damage iaddt (AFP photo) 

Bridge reopens on Mississippi River 


DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — 
Road crews reopened a bridge on 
the Mississippi River, providing 
the only way across for 200 miles 
(320 kilometres). Des Moines still 
had no running water Tuesday 
because people opened the 
faucets too soon. 

For much of the American 
midwest the weather was clear 
and sunny Monday. River levels 
began dropping below flood stage 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
And in St. Louis, the Mississippi 
apparently crested Sunday night 
ana was dropping off. 

But tbe all-clear hasn’t been 
sounded just yet. 

“The good news is that tbe 
river has crested," said Tom 
Dietrich, a National Weather 
Service hydrologist in St. Louis, 
where the river reached 46.9 feet 
(14.3 metres) by Monday night. 
“People feel a sense of relief, 
maybe they can get through this 
without any more damage. 

“Tbe bad news is that it’s going 
to stay high for quite awhile,” he 
added. “There’s still a lot of 
water coining down the upper 
Mississippi.” 

A 480-mile (772-kflometres) 


stretch of the Mississippi from 
Dubuque, Iowa, to the mouth of 
die Ohio River is still above flood 
stage. River towns below St. 
Louis are piling up sandbags 
while they wait for the crest to 
work its way downstream. 

But flooding is expected to 
disappear below Cairo, 111., 
where the Mississippi and Ohio 
Rivers meet, and the river gets 
deeper and wider. 

The IV* months of flooding in 
the midwest has caused at least 31 
deaths and $10 billion in damage, 
left 16,000 square miles (41,450 
square kilometres) of farmland 
underwater, and damaged more 
than 22,000 homes. 

On Monday night, a bridge 
between Keokuk, Iowa, and 
Hamilton, El., was reopened af- 
ter crews labouring through the 
weekend used bulldozers and 
dump trucks to spread gravel on a 
washed-out access road. Traffic 
was limited to two lanes instead 
of four and held to 5 mpfa (8 kph). 
It is tbe only passable bridge over 
the Mississippi for 200 miles (320 
kilometres). 

“Ah, I'm going home — final- 
ly. No more detours,” said truck 


driver George Smear of Farming-, 
ton, El. 

Des Moines’ efforts to restore 
running water to 250,000 people 
faltered when customers ignored 
orders and turned on taps while 
foe water mains were being filled 
to restore pressure. Tbe city now 
doesn’t expect to begin some 
water service until Wednesday. 

“For the greed of a few, it is 
hurting the masses, and we don’t 
think that is fair,” said L.D. 
McMullen, general manager of 
tbe water plant. 

Gty officials said angry resi- 
dents tattled on 50 businesses and 
apartments that tumtu on water, 
water crews were sent to lock the 
offenders’ values. 

Since the water plant was 
knocked out by fioodwaters on 
July 11, Des Moines has drawn 
portable potties like magnets. 
They stand like sentries outside 
office buildings, swanky depart- 
ment stores and the gilded state 
capital. 

“You don’t got is unless it’s 
absolutely necessary and you 
don’t stay any longer than abso- 
lutely necessary,” Charlotte 
Ayers said. 


Sihanouk drops Khmer Rouge role 


PEKING (R) — Cambodian 
bead of state Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, saying his ruined coun- 
try cannot withstand American 
threats, has dropped plans to 
offer Khmer Rouge guerrillas a 
role in his new government or 
army. 

“So as not to end my daysin arr- 
insane asylum, I refuse to orga- 
nise in September 1993 or after a : 
‘round table’ with Mr. Khieu 
Sampban or other Khmer Rouge 
(leaders),” Prince Sihanouk said 
in a statement dated Monday- but 
given to Western news agencies 
Tuesday. 

Deputy U.S. Secretary of State 
Clifton Wharton said in an inter- 
view published Monday that the 
United States would not support 
or provide aid to Cambodia if the 
Khmer Rouge were included in 
any new government. 

He delivered that message to 
Prince Sihanouk on a recent visit 
to Phnom Penh, the first by a 
high-level U.S. official since be- 
fore the Khmer Rouge took pow- 
er in 1975. 

In his statement. Prince Siha- 
nouk referred directly to the U.S. 
threats. 

“At the risk of repeating my- 
self, the United States of Amer- 
ica continues to threaten... Cam- 
bodia with various hostile mea- 


sures in case the Khmer Rouge 
are accepted by me or the 
Cambodian government as mem- 
bers of that government or advis- 
ers, or members of the National 
Army of Cambodia,” Prince 
Sihanouk said. 

“I have always fought against 
all foreign interference in the 
internal affairs of my country, but 
under the real circumstances in 
Cambodia, which is ruined and 
which must receive aid and sup- 
port from the wealthy foreign 
powers, I cannot fight any more 
against the United States of 
America,” the prince said. 

Khmer Rouge nominal leader 
Khieu Samphan, who returned to 
the capita] last week after a three- 
month absence, wants his guerril- 
las to have positions in the army 
and to serve as “permanent coun- 
sellors ”, not ministers, in the 
government. 

The Maoist-inspired Khmer 
Rouge, which led a reign of terror 
until December 1978 in which at 
least a million Cambodians died, 
signed the Paris peace accords in 
1991 which led to U.N.- 
sponsored elections in May. 

It then pulled out of the elec- 
tion process with threats of vio- 
lence and has since signalled its 
interest in returning to the peace 
process. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


25 Indonesians drown 


KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) — Twenty-five Indonesians 
drowned Tuesday and a number of others disappeared after they 
were forced to swim ashore from a boat bringing them for illegal 
entry into Malaysia, police said. Officers said 46 Indonesians 
survived, but they could not tell how many were missing because 
of differing accounts on the number of passengers. Survivors said ■ 
there were between 80 and 100 people on the boat Bara Damai, 
which had left Dumai in Indonesia and arrived 300 metres off 
Malaysia’s Morib Beach resort at about 430 a.m. (2050 GMT) 
Tuesday. ' 

Irish nationalists escape bomb attacks 

BELFAST (R) — Protestant extremists Tuesday launched bomb 
attacks on three Irish nationalist politicians, but failed to harm 
any of their targets. The Ulster Freedom Fighters, an outlawed 
group fighting to keep Northern Ireland British, admitted 
responsibility tar the three attacks and warned of more if the Irish 
Republican Army kept up its bombing campaign. A bomb 
exploded underneath the car of Joe Hendron, the deputy for West 
Belfast in the British parliament, a few hours after he had parked 
it in the driveway of nis bouse. The bomb went off Monday night 
when Mr. Hendron and bis wife and children had gone to bed and 
no-one was hurt. Mr. Hendron told local radio he believed the 
bomb was probably planted underneath the car before he drove it 
home. A bomb was defused under tbe car of Mr. Hendron’s party 
colleague Brian Feeney but a third went off outside tbe house of 
councillor Mary Muldoon, police said. 

U.S. fraud probe points to congressman 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. prosecutors released documents 
Monday that suggested a powerful congressman — the House of 
’Representative's top tax writer — may have embezzled and 
converted U.S. funds to his own use. In the documents released as 
part of a plea bargain, former House Postmaster Robert Rota 
spelled out how be arranged for two members of the U.S. 
Congress to embezzle thousands of dollars in taxpayer money. 
The congressmen are not named, but the court papers contain 
detailed records of transactions that match certain entries in 
public records submitted by powerful congressman Dan Rostenk- 
owsfri for his own transactions between 1985 and 1991. The court 


papers said Mr. Rota “aided and abetted Congressman A in 
wilfully and knowingly embezzling and converting to Congress- 
man A’s own use, without authority, funds of the United 
States...” In all, the documents show that Mr. Rota arranged for 
“Congressman A" to embezzle $21,300. 

Mexico sends home last Chinese refugees 

MEXICO CITY (R) — The last of 662 Chinese boat people were 
flown out of. Mexico and foe crew members of the three ships 
transporting them were jailed as a warning to other potential 
smugglers. U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Madeleine 


an isolated case, I would imagine that at some stage it will enter 
* rad f r * CTeen> Mexico's Interior Ministry said 

a fourth and final planeload of boat people was sent home 


intercepted their three rusty ships on July 7, were cast adrift for 
over a week as tbe United States and Mexico bickered over who 
would lake responsibility for them. The Mexican government 
ended the embarrassing diplomatic standoff when it accepted the 
ships for what it called “humanitarian reasons" and said it would 
pay to send their occupants back to China. 

Burma, rebels hold peace talks 

BANGKOK (AFP) — One of the most powerful anti-Rangoon 

g iemlla groups said Tuesday it was conducting peace talks with 
urma’s ruling junta, confirming earlier reports which have 
sparked concern among other Burmese opposition groups The 
Kacbin Independence Organisation (KIO) said in a letter 
published by the English-language newspaper, the Nation, that it 
had “embarked on a process of military ceasefire talks” since the 
beginning of the year. The KIO, which operates in the Kachin 
state bordering China was hoping this would eventually “lead to a 
peaceful and political solution of all Burma’s many grave 
problems,” said tbe writer, Seng-Raw. a KIO spokeswoman But 
she said the group had not signed “or made any separate political 
agreement with the State Law and Order Restoration Council ” 
or SLORC — the official name of Rangoon’s ruling junta ’ 


Cambodia’s newly installed co- 
presidents had already ruled out 
any early ministerial role for the 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas in a uni- 
fied government. 

Hun Sen, who led the former 
Vietnam-installed government 
which ousted the Khmer Rouge 
and Royalist Party leader Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh made it 
clear last week that the guerrillas 
were only being offered a role as 
advisers at present. 

Hor Namhong, minister of 
state in the interim government 
and a former foreign minister, 
said Tuesday that the Khmer 
guerrillas were a cause for con- 
cern in and out of Cambodia. 

“The Khmer Rouge problem 
concerns not only Cambodian 
people but our foreign friends — 
France, United States and Au- 
stralia. It’s the subject of concern 
for everyone,” he told Reuters. 

But he added drat giving the < 
Khmer Rouge some role was the 
“price of peace for national re- 
conciliation.” 

Meanwhile, U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali Monday 
recommended nearly all 22,000 
troops, police and civilians be out 
of Cambodia by Nov. 15 when 
the current U.N. operation would * 
shut down. 


Vietnam court ' JffT 
reduces sentence 
in orgy case 

HANOI (R) — A Vietnam!* 
court has ruled that partying does 
not threaten the state and writs 
only a year in prison. Ly Hong 
Tan, a French national of Viet- 
namese origin also known as Pier- 
re Tan, was jailed for 18 months 
last February on charges which 
included “dissemination of de- 
praved culture” following a birth- 
day party described as an orgy in 
a hotel in Ho Chi Minh Gty, a 
newspaper reported Tuesday ^ 
Following an appeal, the Sup! ' 
re me Court in the southern dty 
last Friday dropped one of the 
charges, “abuse of democratic 
freedom to damage state' in- 
terest s,” and reduced Mr.. Tan's 
prison sentence to 12 months, the 
English -language Vietnam' News 
said. It was the second reduction 
of sentence by the court tins' 
month. On July 9, it lopped five 
years off a 20-year sentence given 
to Doan Viet Hoat, convicted last 
March with associates of plotting 
to overthrow tbe governmen t in a 
case that sparked criticism from 
Western human rights groups. 

Bank manager 
Jailed for lending 
himself money 

MELBOURNE (R) — Ah Au- 
stralian bank manager who se- 
cured more than Australian dol- 
lar 200,000 ($35,000) of loans for 
a company he part-owned was 
jailed for a year. The Victorian 
Country Court was told David 
Ford, 49, had approved loans to 
people who did not exist in 1986 
but the money went to the ailing 
computer company Agrapalc 
■PTY Ltd. The court heard that 
Mr. Ford, formerly manager of a 
branch of the State Bank of Vic- 
toria in -Melbourne, had effective- , 

ly “jumped the counter" by in- “ 
vesting m the company in-1983. 

He obtained a personal overdra ft . 
for the company and offered 
home as security for the loan but 
further loans were made when 
foe limits of the overdraff were 
exceeded. Mr. Ford pleaded guil- 
ty to five counts of obtaining 
property by deception. 

Worker in China 
sues tiger for 
injuries 

; : • 

PEKING (AFP) — A worker, 
left disabled after he was serious- 
ly injured by a Siberian tiger in 
northeast China's Heilongjiang 
province, has decided to sue the 
- -beast for damages, the China 
Daily said Monday . According to 
the English-language newspaper, 
i -UirTonjptiang said he had under- 
gone three operations since 
March and paid more than 30,000 
yuan ($5,100) in hospital bills, 
which is 10 times the' -annual 
salary of a worker in China’s 
capital Peking. Mr. Lu had re- 
quested state aid but HeSong- u 
jiang provincial authorities stag V 
“that not a single word in ttTi 
wildlife protection law, published 
in 1988, suggests anyone injured 
by wild animals should be com- 
pensated by the state." The Sibe- 
rian tiger is an endangered spe- 
cies in China. “Tbe law only says 
that local governments should 
take measures to prevent Wildlife 
from inflicting damage to peo- 
ple's life and property," the Chi- 
na Daily said. An attorney in the- 
province bas decided to plead 
Mr. Lu’s case. 

Sri Lanka bans 
, TV meat ads 

COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka 
has banned meat advertising on j 
television to avoid arousing fejfc'T 
ings of inferiority among poor 
people who cannot afford the 
products, an official spokesman 
said. “The government decided 
to ban meat advertisements on 
television because it feels that 
poorer classes might feel inferior 
when they see meat products 
which they cannot afford to buy," 
a spokesman from the Ministry of 
Cultural Affairs and Information 
said. The ban, which applies to 
the two state-run television sta- 
tions, will be extended to the 
island's two private stations from 
next month, he said. 

Monk rapes milk , 
maid at Buddhist 
celebration 

PEKING^ (AFP) — Chinese an-*.** 
tnonbes have arrested a Buddhist I?’**- 
^raping a mjjk maid 
® t . t I f nd,n 8 ceremonies 
marking the anniversary of an 
ancient temple, a report said. Cai 
Bingru, 31, a monk from Jiangsu 
province, travelled to the city of 
Luoyang in central Henan pro- 
w to celebrate the 
* to White 

Horse Temple, the Jnly_.l5 edi- 
JH Hena -° Legal News 

°",to e . wen *ng ofjnne 19, 

SiiTnr? ^° wn Ws temple 
Mme of Xinkong — was taking a 
stroll near the temple's dairy and 

with a milkmaid, 
identified only as Yang the re^ 
When the 

^ nt to fctch water, Cai grabbed 
her by the waist and puffed her 

«toa corner where 
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Marseille’s Bernes to face his accusers 
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PARIS (Agencies) *— The future 
of European • soccer champions 
Marseille may hinge on a con- 
frontation in a Valenciennes 
judge’s chambers Wednesday be- 
tween its general secretary and 
four players who have accused 
him of bribery. 

Jean-Pierre Bernes has stead- 
fastly denied any role in the 
payment of a 250.000 franc 
($44,000) bribe by Marseille mid- 
fielder Jean-Jacques Eydelie to 
Valenciennes players, although 
all have named him as the instiga- 
tor. 

If -Bernes, who has been in 
custody for two weeks, admits be 
was involved in the attempt to fix 
the league match on May 20. just 
days before Marseille won the 
European Cup, FIFA has said the 
dub could be banned immediate- 
ly from nefct season’s cup. 

Set® Blatter, general secretary 
of world soccer's governing 
body, said in a newspaper inter- 
view Sunday: “Should it emerge 
that Jean-Jacques Eydelie was 
working under the orders of the 
Marseille General Secretary, 
Jean-Pierre Bernes, the Euro- 
pean champions would be banned 
internationally, and immediate* 
]y." 

• FIFA may at any time step in 
to deal with an issue if it deems it 
necessary in the interests of foot- 
ball and can override continental 
bodies such as the European 
Football Union (UEFA). 

But French Football Federa- 
tion chief Jean Foumet-Fayard 
has urged the international soccer 
authorities not to jump the gun 
by taking action-before the justice 
investigation is completed. 

Investigating Magistrate Ber- 
nard Beffy said he hoped 


Wednesday’s confrontation 
would “clarify everyone's posi- 
tion.” 

Justice sources said Mr. Beffy 
did not expea Bernes, right-hand 
man to controversial Marseille 
Chairman Bernard Tapie, to 
change bis version of events sub- 
stantially. 

“Bernes is utterly determined 
despite being very exhausted," a 
source close to the Marseille offi- 
cial said. 

Eydelie has testified that he 
banded over the money ar 
Bernes' behest and Valenciennes 
player Christophc Robert has 
said he accepted it after Bernes 
spoke to him and his teammates 
on the telephone. 

Jacques Glassmann, the Valen- 
ciennes defender who blew the 
whistle on the affair by telling the 
match referee at half-time, said 
he hoped the confrontation 
would yield the whole truth. 

“I hope the truth will finally 
emerge and that (Bernes) will 
acknowledge it was be who made 
the phone call," Glassmann said. 
“In any case, the justice author- 
ities have other cards in tbeir 
hand.” 

Investigators have traced 
phone calls from Bernes' hotel 
room to the hotel where the 
Valenciennes squad was staying. 

The envelope containing the 
cash was of a rare type from a 
supplier whose only sporting 
client was Marseille. Police found 
identical envelopes in a search of 
the club's headquarters. 

They are now studying finger- 
prints found on the banknotes. 

Marseille Vice-President Jean- 
Louis Levreau said Friday they 
were confident they would be 
able to defend, their European 


title next season despite the scan- 
dal. 

“We’re absolutely confident 
(of remaining in the European 
Cup)," he said at the first round 
draw for Europe's three dub 
competitions in Geneva where 
Marseille were paired with Greek 
champions AEK Athens. 

“I have no worries because I 
know that none of Marseille's top 
officials has done anything 
wrong. Whatever happened came 
from outside the club," Levreau 
said. 


Mitterrand castigated 

Meanwhile, French Justice 
Minister Pierre Mehaignerie has 
criticised President Francois Mit- 
terrand for supporting Olympi- 
que Marseille owner Bernard 
Tapie in the football bribes scan- 
dal. 

The minister, who has started 
libel proceedings against Mr. 
Tapie over outspoken criticism of 
the case investigators, accused 
Mr. Mitterrand of stoking up 
feeling over the allegations of 
bribery made against Marseille. 

Mr. Mehaignerie told TF1 tele- 
vision Monday night “there is a 
balance to be respected and the 
calming of feelings that I want 
means that every one must avoid 
throwing oil on the fire." 

He added that Mr. Mitter- 
rand's comments in a Bastille 
Day television interview “have 
been interpreted by some people 
and by some magistrates as put- 
ting oil on the fire in this affair.” 

The bead of state threw his 
support behind Mr. Tapie, who 
has been increasingly isolated by 
the accusations, by saying: “As 


president of OM, I think he has 
done very well. 

“He is intelligent and energe- 
tic. I don’t know why he should 
be named in connection with this 
affair.” Mr. Mitterrand added 
that he admired the Marseille 
team and that it “owed a lot to 
Bernard Tapie." 

Though not named in the brib- 
ery allegations, Mr. Tapie faces 
libel proceedings for accusing in- 
vestigators of using “Gestapo" 
methods. He has also been ac- 
cused of trying to bribe the for- 
mer Valenciennes coach Boro 
Primorac to take the blame for 
the alleged bribes. 

The justice minister has been 
taking an increasingly tough line 
on the investigation which has 
dominated French front pages for 
the past month. As well as casti- 
gating the president and starting a 
Libel suit, Mr, Mehaignerie has 
also told the Valenciennes pro- 
secutor Eric de Montgolfier to 
restrict his outspoken declara- 
tions in the case. 

But the minister said this time 
he was very “satisfied with the 
energy that the investigating 


putting into fin dine the truth in 

•k.'. »> 


magistrate and prosecutor were 
findir 

this affair.' 

Meanwhile, a group of French, 
National Assembly deputies are 
planning to press for a parliamen- 
tary commission to look into the 
financing of French sport. 

Many French political leaders 
have expressed concern about the 
effect of greater professionalism 
and media attention. One deputy 
involved in the proposal, quoted 
by Le Monde newspaper, said 
'This is leading to catastrophic 
financial situations which encour- 
age questionable practices.” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bubka wins against weak field 

BARCELONA (AP) — World record holder Sergei Bubka won 
the pole vault in Monday's City of Barcelona IAAF Invitational 
against a weak field and continued to struggle, failing three times 
to dear 5.81 metres at the Olympic Stadium. Bubka, who has set 
34 world records — 18 indoor and 16 outdoor, cleared 5.61 (18-4 
V« inches) but then was visibly upset after his three misses at 5.81 
(19 feet). The 2SMrear-okl Ukrainian began the season well with a 
6.00- metre (19-8 V<) vault in the United States but has been in a 
slump since then. In a meet in Oslo on July 12, Bubka suffered his 
third straight defeat when he failed to make a qualifying height. 
Bubka holds the world outdoor mark at 6.13 metres (20-1 V*) and 
the indoor mark at 6. 15 metres (20-2). The lackluster meet at the 
site of the 1992 Olympic Games offered few strong performances. 
In the night’s most-watched race, 1992 Olympic gold medalist 
Fermin Cacho of Spain ran a quick time of 3 minutes 33-36 
seconds at 1,500 metres. In the high jump, world record holder 
Javier Sotomayor of Cuba won with a jump of 2.30 (7-6 Vi 
inches). Daniel Plaza, another of Spain’s gold medalists in the 
1992 Olympics, won the 5,000-metre walk in 20:44.10. 

McKoy, Jackson set for showdown 

NICE, France (R) — Olympic high hurdles champion Mark 
McKoy goes head-to-head with his arch-rival and close friend 
Colin Jackson for the second time this season Wednesday in a 
high-powered dash at the Nice Grand Prix. The two fastest men 
this year have each made their mark as they vie for the 
psychological advantage ahead of next month's World Athletics 
Championships. Jackson, the European champion and record 
holder, defeated the Canadian Olympic champion in the Rome 
Grand Prix last month. McKoy responded a personal best and the 
fastest time of the season, 13.08 seconds, in liile this month. 

Gullit, Platt cause traffic Jams 

GENOA, Italy (AFP) — The arrival of Ruud Gullit and David 
Platt at Sampdoria Tuesday drew 12,000 fans who caused traffic 
j ams around the club's training ground. The Dutchman and the 
England captain was the star attraction at the Genoa club 
Bogtiasco ground just down tire coast. Tbeir presence caused one 
tailback 12 kilometre long. The cars even delayed the arrival of 
Gullit, 31, who has joined after six seasons at AC Milan. “I am 
delighted to be here and I am sure we are going to achieve great 
thing s with this team," said the Dutch star. Platt added: “This has 
a spectacular welcome today and I just want to thank everyone. I 
am not an out and out attacker but I think I will still score a lot of 
goals. I must first get used to the atmosphere." 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — East- West vulnerable, aa 
South you bold: 

*Q96 - A74 0KQJ10963 *.Void 
The bidding has proceeded- 
North East South West 
1 * 2 * ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.2 — As South; vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*K64 <?Q976 0Q6 »AQS4 
The bidding has proceeded: . 
South West North East 

Z * Pass 1 * Dbl 

? 

What action do you take? 

Q.3- — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4Q976 ?K04 0Q6 *AQ84 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South ■ West North East 

1 * Pass 1 * Dbl 

7 

What action do you take? 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*5 ?A7653 0QJ9S2 *72 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
2T* DU 7 
(■—weak) 

What action do you take? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*87 ?AJ94 0A10S543 *8 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump and East passes. What do 
you bid now? 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold 

*A873 ?K C 10766 *JB&4 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

I C Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 


Carl Lewis to meet 
Linford Christie July 30 


LONDON (Agencies) — World 
100 metres champion Carl Lewis 
will race against Olympic gold 
medallist Linford Christie at an 
invitation athletics meeting in 
Gateshead near Newcastle on 
July 30. 

A British newspaper report 
said each runner would be paid 
£100,000 ($150,000) each. 

The dash will be the first meet- 
ing between the pair since the 
1991 Tokyo World Cham- 
pionships. 

Lewis won the gold medal in 
Tokyo in a world record 9.86. 
seconds with Christie fourth in a 
European record 9.92 seconds. 

The 32-year-old American, 
Olympic champion m 1984 and 
1988, did not qualify for last 
year’s Barcelona Olympic sprint 
events after suffering a viral in- 
fection at the U.S. trials and in 
his absence Christie took the gold 
medal. 

Christie. 33, has been unbeaten 
in seven 100 metres finals this 
year. 

Lewis has raced four times over 
100 metres but has yet to win 
although his form has been 
steadily improving. He finished 
third to Andre Cason in the 
American trials and defeated 
world champion Michael Johnson 
over 200 metres in his last outing 
at the Lausanne Grand Prix this 
month. 

Plans for a $250,000 meeting 
between the pair in Tokyo last 
September fell through as did a 
proposed meeting in Las Vegas in 
May. 

Lewis accused his rival of be- 
having “like an artful dodger" 
but Christie said he had never 
avoided anybody and British 


promotions officer Andy Norman 
said Leans had turned down four 
invitations to run in Britain. 

Christie has won only one of 
the 12 races between the two 
men, in Monte Carlo four years 
ago. 

Meanwhile, Sally Gunnell, 
Olympic champion in the 400 
metre hurdles, is angry at the 
disparity in pay between men and 
women athletes. 

Gunnell reacted to a report by 
a women’s athletics committee 
that says she receives $15,000 per 
meeting in Britain while men’s 
Olympic 100-metre champion 
Christie gets $45,000. 

“If the figures are correct then 
die situation is quite wrong and 
unfair when the both of us are 
current Olympic champions,” 
Gunnel] told the Evening Stan- 
dard newspaper in Nice, France, 
where she is due to compete 
Wednesday. 

. “As I understand it the margin 
between men and women tennis 
players at Wimbledon has been 
narrowed down to about 10 per 
cent,” Gunnell said. “Yet in 
athletics the two top champions 
of our country seem to have a 
gender difference of 33 per cent 

“If this is true, then I'm angry 
on behalf of all other top British 
women athletes. Pm concerned 
about establishing a reasonable 
eouality of paying British women 
athletes aH die way down the 
scale provided we keep on impro- 
ving our present standards." 

The figures were compiled by 
the British Athletic Federation’s 
Women’s Working Committee. 
The panel is seeking to redress 
the financial imbalance. 


FOR RENT 

At S. Umm Summaq - Makka Street. Two modern 
floors, each consists of 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 
salons, and large kitchen. Area 244m 2 . Furnished or 
unfurnished. 

Owner tel.: 823275 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment, with an area of 235 square metres, a 
storey in a villa with a garden; consisting of three 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, two large salons, dining 
room, American kitchen and garage with central heating. 
Location: Seventh Circle. 

Please call tel. 818513 


TO LET 

A furnished apartment, Jabal Amman, between Third & 
Fourth Circles, near Sudanese embassy. Three bed- 
rooms, salon, sitting room, dining room, entrance, bal- 
cony, kitchen & bathroom, separate telephone. 

For Information, please call tel.: 641379 


Indurain’s Tour de France 
procession stops briefly 


ANDORRA (R) — The proces- 
sion towards Miguel Indurain's 
third successive Tour de France 
title came to a temporary stand- 
still Tuesday as riders rook a 
break in the Pyrenees. 

The Spaniard was able to spend 
the rest day in the tiny mountain 
state of Andorra reflecting that 
he is the unchallenged ruler of a 
different kingdom — the world of 
cycling. 

So crushing has been his sup- 
remacy in the first 17 days of the 
Tour and so cowed are his rivals 
by his apparent invincibility that a 
race which should be a great 
sporting spectacles is in danger of 
dying of boredom. 

Five times tour winner Bernard 
Hinault of France, now one of the 
race’s directors, has strongly 
attacked Indurain’s opponents 
for handing him victory 'on a 
plate. 

“It’s easy to be the boss when 
other rideis let you." he said. “I 
don't understand their behaviour. 
All Indurain has to do is ride at 
his own speed without anyone 
attacking him." 

Monday's first day in the 
Pyrenees was a case in point, a 
taxing ride over nine climbs and 
more than 230 kms which gave 
ample scope for testing the Spa- 
niard’s mettle in the mountains. 

Instead, Indurain’s Banesto 
team set the pace with the race 
leader riding comfortably behind 
un threatened by any move from 
his main challengers. 

“He knows how to draw the 
maximum benefit from die way 
the others ride." said Hinault. 
“While nobody forces him to 
work, he should continue that 
way. 

“Indurain is capable of power- 
ful ascents at his own rhythm. If 
there is a break, he comes back 
quietly, always at his own pace. 
He’s not a real climber but he is 
so strong. He certainly impresses 
his opponents." 

Two stages in the Pyrenees 
follow Wednesday and Thursday 
but rivals seem ready to accept 
Indurain will be able to defend 
bis three-minute lead without any 
problem and add to it in Satur- 
day’s time trial before the race 
ends in Paris Sunday. 

The riders placed second and 
third, Alvaro Mejia of Colombia 
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The Odd goes through the board Pass on the 11th stage of the Tour de 
France 


and Zenon Jaskula of Poland are 
both surprised to be where they 
are and happy to defend their 
potential places on the podium 
rather than take the risk of 
attacking. 

“I don’t think Mejia could take 
time off Indurain and besides he’s 
limited in time trials," Hinault 
said. “I don't see anyone who 
could bother Indurain." 

But with the top three riders 
taking a defensive approach, the 
Tour has become one of the least 
spectacular in years, a pitiful pa- 
rade which looks likely to last till 
Sunday. 

The rider who might have trou- 


bled the Spaniard is Swiss Tony 
Rotninger, an impressive moun- 
tain performer who won the two 
tough Alpine stages. 

Rominger has finished in the 
same time as Indurain in all of the 
road race stages but is in a hope- 
less position almost six minutes 
down because of bad luck in the 
time trials. 

His Spanish Oas outfit suffered 
a disaster in the team time trial 
and were docked a minute be- 
cause one of their riders received 
illegal help and Rominger himself 
got the worst weather conditions 
in the individual race against the 
clock when he faced strong winds 


and a hailstorm. * 

The Swiss has no thoughts of 
taking on Indurain. “He's de- 
finitely out of reach," he said. 
“I’m just happy to defend my 
king of the mountains jersey 
now." 

Indurain, who has emerged as 
a great, if unchallenged cham- 
pion, can at least be happy as he 
beads for a third victory which 
gives him an exalted place in tour 
history. 

Only Frenchman Louison 
Bobet and Jacques Anquetii and 
Belgian Eddy Merckx nave won ’ 
three Tours in a row before and 
Indurain will become the first 
man to win both the Tours of 
Italy and France in two successive - 
years. 

“My toughest rival on Monday 
was the wind," said Indurain. 
“Now I just have to do well in 
Wednesday’s stage because the 
race will be decided by then." 

The 16th stage is a tough one 
from Andorra to St. Lary Soul an 
over 230 kms and five major 
passes. 

Meanwhile, three-time world 
champion racing driver Alain 
Frost mounted two wheels Tues- 
day to tackle one of the toughest 
Tour de France stages. 

The Frenchman, who has made 
cyclying his main leisure sport in 
place of golf, joined 2 ,500 part- l 
time riders who rook the 189.5 
km mountainous route that will ^ 
be taken by the real Tour/. 
Wednesday. 

Many watched as Prost and the 
others tackled the last real moun- 
tain stage of the 1993 competition 
— with one climb of the toughest 
category and two others that 
would test even the world's best. 

Weather forecasters predicted 
rain on the slopes which re- 
portedly had concerned Frost’s 
Williams-Renault team. The For- 
mula One World Championship 
leader is to race in the German 
Grand Prix at Hockenehim this 
weekend. 

Prost arrived in Pau at the end 
of the race in 242nd place in 7hr 
24min. 

“It was very dangerous. The 
roads were very slippery and I 
have never covered more than 
120 km before. But you have to 
set yourself challenges." 


African Nations’ Cup reaches climax 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
The qualifying phase of the 1994 
African Nations’ Cup reaches a 
thrilling climax this weekend with 
20 countries seeking nine places 
at the finals. 

Hosts Tunisia, holders Ivory 
Coast and Group 3 winners Sierra 
Leone have already booked 
berths at the biennial showpiece 
of African football. ■ 

But twice champions Came- 
roon will miss tbe finals for the 
first time since 1980 if Group 1 
leaders Gabon win in Benin, who 
have suffered five consecutive de- 


feats. 

Cameroon, held goalless in 
three qualifiers, can escape the 
axe only if they conquer Niger by 
a three-goal margin at home, and 
Belgian-coached Gabon drop a 
point. 

Nigeria, runners-up in three of 
the previous five tournaments, 
should defeat Ethiopia at home 
and clinch first place in Group 2, 
which includes Uganda and 
Sudan. 

Senegal visit Algeria needing a 
two-goal victory to pip the North 
Africans on goal difference for 


U.S. Open prize money exceeds $9m 

WHITE PLAINS, New York (R) — Prize money at the U.S. 
Open Tennis Championships will break the $9 million mark this 
year, tbe U.S. Tennis Association announced. Officials said the 
U.S. Open, which begins on Aug. 30, will offer a Grand Slam 
record of $9,022,000 in prize money — an increase of nearly 
$500,000 from last year. “The U.S. Open is offering record prize 
money for men and women at tbe 1993 tournament, which for the 
last 25 years has been the premier showcase of the world's 
greatest players,” J. Howard “Bumpy" Frazer, president of the 
USTA and chairman of the U.S. Open, said in a statement. T)te 
men’s and women’s singles champions will each collect $535,000, 
an increase of $35,000 from last year. The doubles winners will 
split $200,000, an increase of $16,000. Prize money at the U.S. 
Open bas more than doubled since 19SS wheh the total purse was 
$4,371,500. 


second spot behind Sierra Leone 
in one of two groups where the 
runners-up also qualify. 

However, after winning 2-1 in 
Dakar, 1990 African champions 
Algeria should complete a double 
over the Senegalese, who reached 
tbe quarterfinals last year when 
acting as hosts. 

Zaire, coasting to success in 
Group 4 until a shock home 
defeat by Kenya, entertain lowly 
Lesotho while the East Africans, 
level on points but trailing on 
goal difference, host Mozambi- 
que. 

Lesotho, formidable at home 
but feeble away, seem less likely 
to cause an upset than the 
Mozambicans, who could reach 
Tunisia if they achieve a rare 
away victory and Zaire falter 
again. 

Zambia and Zimbabwe have 


dominated Gxoup 5, where South 
Africa and Mauritius offered 
minimal resistance, and their 
dash in Harare will determine 
who represents southern Africa. 

The Zambians have beaten 
Morocco in the World Cup and 
South Africa in the Nations’ Cup 
since rebuilding their squad after 
18 players perished in an April air 
crash. 

Zimbabwe, attempting to 
reach the finals for the first time, 
have lost only once in 13 marches 
since strict German coach 
Remhard Fabisch took charge 
one year ago. 

A win or a score draw in Congo 
would put Guinea into the finals 
while a goalless draw would result 
in a play-off against Burundi. 

If Congo win, Burundi will 
qualify for the first time. 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

# Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

■a One bedroom, living room, K & B. 

•ir Two bedrooms, living-dining room. K & B. 

☆ Three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room K & two baths. _ 
Central heating and telephones, 
i: Jabal 


Location: 


Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 
Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Owner’s telephone: 667862-693443 


DOG 
FOR SALE 

Female Yorkshire Terrier one year old, 
(Certificates of breeding and inculation) 

Those interested, please call Rana, 
at telephone 819340 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 

Honda Accord LX. Model 92 for sale. 

Telephone* 676432 
From 9-11 a.m. & 5-8 p.m. 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 

BMW 520 - model 1982 - very good general condition 
clean "bill of health" from BMW, Amman - only two 
previous owners - price: 2000 dinars. 

Tel. 642876 - 642190 



AL-ZAM1L 

AIR CONDITIONERS 


The only air conditioners that proved their high quality ail 
over the Middle East area. 

provided with: 

* Warranty for one year 
☆ After sale, maintenance 
All types & sizes are available at: 

Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
Tel. 611996, fax 624689, Tlx. 21680 ARTCO 
& MEC Trading Corp. Tel. 642722 
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I Cinema - 


Td.: 677420 


CONCORD 


A 
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THE LAST OF THE 
MOHICANS 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15. 8 JO, 10:30 p.m. 


Cinema 


Tel.: 6992381 




STALLONE — IN 
Dolpy Stereo 

GUFFHANGER 

Show: 12.-30. 3:15. 5. &45. &30. 10:30 


Cinema Tel.: 6M144 1 

PHILADELPHIA 


Al Pacino — in ■ 

SCENT OF A WOMANI 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 6:15. 9 p.m. 


TeL: 675571 

NabH Al WtasMni Theatre 

'For tne first time in Amman you have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre- 
— the Gaza Strip — in a play entitled: 

The Assassination off Hantbalat! 
by artist Sseed Bitar 

Shewa m Mfoy ad Satarday, Jw 4 ad 5 N ftSi pjs* 

Phan book mu «■ adwact | 


Nabii & Hisham's Td.: 625155 

AHLAfffl THEATRE 


AHLAN NABIL AND HISHAM THEATRE 

The t heatr e will be closed in preparation 
for “Ahlan Arab Summit” play which 
will be shown at tbe Jerash Festival for 
Culture and Arts. 
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Miyazawa signals 
change of heart 




TOKYO (Agencies) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa 
gave his strongest indication yet 
Tuesday that he would resign, as 
pressure for him to step down 
mounted within his ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP). 

Mr. Miyazawa, who has been 
criticised by some top LDP offi- 
cials for stubbornly hanging on to 
his job, hinted strongly at an 
afternoon party meeting that he 
had no intention of clinging to 
power. 

'T have already made up my 
mind,” Mr. Miyazawa said with- 
out elaborating. 

Responding specifically to re- 
marks made by outspoken LDP 
maverick and rformer Transport 
Minister Shintaro Ishihara that he 
should step down, Mr. Miyazawa 
said: “It is natural for me to 
respect the opinion of party mem- 
bers." 

“I am not obsessed. Please 
don't misunderstand me,” he 
added. 

The meeting, attended by the 
LDP's executive leadership, had 
been called to discuss rebuilding 
the party following its defeat in 
Sunday’s election, when the LDP 
lost its overall parliamentary 
majority after 30 years of uninter- 
rupted one-party rule. 

“Hie outcome is dear,” former 
Foreign Minister Michio Wata- 
nabe said later when asked if the 
prime minister would resign. 

Press reports speculated that 
Mr. Miyazawa would announce 
his resignation at a full meeting 
Thursday of LDP upper and low- 
er house members that is sche- 
duled to discuss the party's candi- 
date for the premiership. 


According to the Japanese con- 
stitution, an extraordinary par- 
liamentary session to elect the 
prime minister must be held with- 
in 30 days of a general election. 

In a highly unusual confronta- 
tion. an outspoken minister de- 
manded that Mr. Miyazawa res- 
ign, then resigned himself when 
the demand was rejected. 

The sudden dedsion of Posts 
and Telecommunications Minis- 
ter Junichiro Koizumi further 
weakened Mr. Miyazawa's fragile 
grip on power. 

Mr. Miyazawa, considered a 
lame duck since losing a no- 
confidence vote in June, sur- 
prised party members Monday 
when he refused to resign, saying 
he would make his own dedsion 
after considering party views. 

The trouble LDP power brok- 
ers are having in persuading Mr. 
Miyazawa to step aside is nothing 
compared with the struggle they 
face in repiadng him, and keep- 
ing the party together, once he 
quits. 

Getting rid of Mr. Miyazawa 
will probably be the easy part for 
a party sharply divided about its 
own future. 

As they search for a new lead- 
er, the Liberal Democrats are 
struggling to find a candidate who 
would satisfy both the reformers 
and the old-style power brokers 
who have been blocking anti- 
corruption reforms for years. 

Former Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu or Justice Minister 
Mash aru Gotoda, both known as 
proponents of political reform, 
are popular choices among vo- 
ters. But both have weak support 
within the party. 


Hogg urges Palestinians 
to seek quick progress 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agendes) — British Fore- 
ign Office Minister Douglas Hogg 
visited one of the "toughest 
Palestinian refugee camps on the 
occupied Gaza Strip Tuesday af- 
ter stressing the need for quick 
progress at the Middle East peace 
talks. 

“The message I give to the 
Palestinian representatives is the 
need to make very early progress 
in the negotiations.” Mr. Hogg 
told journalists after meeting 
Haidar Abdul Shafi. head of the 
Palestinian delegation at the bi- 
lateral talks. 

“We are strongly supportive of 
the American efforts,” Mr. Hogg 
said. 

According to Dr. Abdul Shafi, 
the minister brought no new 
ideas. “Britain can only encour- 
age the two sides to make peace 
and not interfere in the process 
and let the Americans get on with 
it," Dr. Abdul Shafi said. 

Mr. Hogg, who came over the 
King Hussein Bridge from Jordan 
(see page 3) to visit the occupied 
territories and Israel, drove 
straight to Gaza City to meet 
Palestinian leaders. 

The minister, who first visited 
the occupied territories in 1991. 
wanted “to see current conditions 
at first hand,” a British spokes- 
man said. 

At Gaza's Ahli Arab hospital 
Mr. Hogg met six-year-old 
Rashid Ai Mughrabi. who was 
shot in the abdomen by Israeli 


Hamas members back 
on streets in force 


By Sakher Abu AI Oun 

Agcncc France Presse 

GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip — Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment Hamas activists are back on 
the streets of the occupied Gaza 
Strip in strength, six months after 
Israel expelled 400 activists dis- 
rupting Hamas activities. 

The Dec. 17 expulsions fol- 
lowed by an army crackdown sent 
the movement underground, but 
recent weeks have witnessed new' 
demonstrations of Hamas force. 

When on July 9 Hamas called a 
strike to mark the 67th month of 
the intifada, groups of activists 
enforced the stoppage with grea- 
ter zeal than characterised such 
days even before the expulsions, 
Palestinian witnesses said. 

They slashed car tyres, spread 
naOs on the road, threatened 
shopkeepers and prevented jour- 
nalists and some doctors from 
moving around, ensuring total 
closure. 

Militants also ordered people 
off the beach near Shatti refugee 
camp on the edge of Gaza and set 
shelters ablaze. 

Scuffles erupted on the 
seashore between Hamas men 
and picnickers until soldiers 
moved in. The army damped a 
brief curfew on the beach area. 

On Saturday, seven months 
since the mass expulsions, Hamas 
again flexed its tnusdes and en- 
forced a strike to mark the 
anniversary, putting an end to a 
gradual leavening of the monthly 
action. 

One Hamas member, who 
asked not to be named, told AFP: 


“There is no doubt the expulsion 
of 415 people to Lebanon froze 
Hamas street activities for a 
while." 

The expulsions did not howev- 
er, stop bloody attacks by the 
dandestine armed wing of 
Hamas, known as Izzedine AI 
Kassam. 

The two main spokesman for 
Hamas in the Gaza Strip were 
among the expellees and journal- 
ists have found those who re- 
mained reluctant to talk and be 
identified in the press. 

“But Hamas overcame that 
and formed new structures and 
reorganised,” he said. “After the 
deportations people did break 
Hamas strikes, but now we mil 
enforce the calls as before.” 

On July 1, three Hamas men 
tried to hijack an Israeli bus, but 
the operation went wrong. Two 
Jewish died as did two attackers 
while the third was seriously 
wounded. 

But the spectacular bid drew 
world attention. 

“There is no doubt that the 
Jerusalem bus operation gave the 
organisation a big lift,'* the 
Hamas man said. 

The = reemergence of Hamas 
on the streets is also underlined in 
graffiti on the walls of Gaza Gty. 

“Hamas will punish anyone 
who breaks strikes,” reads a 
warning daubed outside Shifa 
hospital and on AI Wehda street 
in the well-off Rimal neighbour- 
hood. 

“Anyone who tries to stop us 
punishing strike-breakers will 
also be punished,' 1 the graffiti 
adds. 
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Assad releases jailed 

rivals after 23 years 
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CAUGHT IN FLOODS: A sign placed by the 
owner outside a resta ura nt in south SL Louis, 
Missouri, is submerged by flood waters near the 


River Des Peres. The waters crested at more than 
13 metres around the area (AFP photo) 


Sudanese I Clinton names Freeh 


soldiers Jtily 17 near his Khan 
Yunis home. 

Escorted by officials from the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) for Palesti- 
nian refugees. Mr. Hogg saw 22 
Palestinian homes in Gaza City 
destroyed by Israeli rocket fire in 
April and met one of the fimilies 
still living in a tent. 

“He was quite affected by it,” 
UNRWA spokesman Ron Wil- 
kinson told AFP. “He couldn't 
quite believe it." • 

The couple's 20-month old 
baby was shot dead by Israeli 
troops in Jabalia refugee camp a 
week after they lost their house. 

Mr. Hogg went on to Jabalia 
refugee camp on the edge of 
Gaza City and toured a UNRWA 
clinic in the camp. 

He is due to meet West Bank 
Palestinian figures in East Jeru- 
salem Wednesday and have talks 
on the peace process with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

The minister leaves for London 
Thursday. 

Earlier, Mr. Hogg urged agree- 
ment on a U.S. draft proposal to 
push stalled negotiations for- 
ward. 

“The opportunity for progress 
is fairly limited in time." Mr. 
Hogg said before meeting Dr. 
Abdul Shafi and other Palestinian 
leaders in Gaza. “The Palesti- 
nians must press forward.” 


rebels 

announce 

offensive 

NAIROBI (R) — The Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) said Tuesday it had laun- 
ched a general military offensive 
in southern Sudan after attacks 
by government fences reinforced 
by SPLA splinter groups. 

It said its forces were engaged 
in “major battles” with govern- 
ment troops in pails of the south, 
forcing aid agendes to halt aid 
operations for starving civilians in 
several areas. 

An SPLA statement issued in 
Nairobi said Sudan air force 
Antonov bombers and MiG war- 
planes had raided rebel forces in 
what it described as coordinated 
attacks between Juba and Nimule 
— on the Uganda border — and 
in Kongor county. 

These attacks breached a ceas- 
efire agreed between the two 
sides to enable negotiations to 
take place on a settlement of the 
conflict in southern Sudan, the 

SPLA said. 

> ■ 

In Khartoum, a senior Foreign 
Ministry official briefing repor- 
ters Tuesday, said fighting in the 
south was between Colonel John 
Garang's mainstream SPLA and 
the so-called Torit faction led by 
his ex-lieutenants Riak Machar 
and Lam Akor. 

First Under-Secretary Omar 
Yousef Barido said this was 
damaging the peace process, 
adding that only the government 
was now respecting the ceasefire 
in the war. 

Mr. Barido called oa interna- 
tional aid agencies that sus- 
pended operations because of the 
latest fighting to redirect relief 
supplies to areas under govern- 
ment control. 

The government scored big 
successes against the rebels last 
year, fighting has since been bog- 
ged down in a situation which 
military analysts say neither side 
looks likely to win. 

The rebel statement said three 
infantry brigades launched 
attacks on the SPLA about 30 
kilometres south of Juba on Fri- 
day. Three weeks earlier the 
same brigades had attacked 
SPLA positions around Juba, 
capital of southern Sudan. 

The SPLA said it inflicted 
heavy casualties, destroying two 
tanks and killing more than 200 
men, before repulring the gov- 
ernment force. It gave no details 
of SPLA casualties. 

Relief workers in Nairobi also 
reported fighting over the 
weekend around Juba, which is 
held by the government but has 
been encircled by guerrillas for 
many years. 

For more than 10 years, the 
SPLA has been fighting what it 
sees as domination of the Christ- 
ian or animist blacks in the south 
by the Arabised and Islamic gov- 
ernment in the north. 

Fighting was continuing in the 
Kongor area, where foreign aid 
workers had been withdrawn for 
their safety, the SPLA said. 

SPLA leader Garang was 
quoted as congratulating his field 
commander, Oyai Deng Ajak, 
and his men on their work. He 
said some of the fighters who had 
split from the mainstream SPLA 
had joined the government 
forces, and appealed to them to 
“turn their guns” on the govern- 
ment troops. 

The U.N.- World Food Prog- 
ramme (WFP) earlier announced 
that foreign relief agencies had 

S illed out of Kongor and Lapon 
{lowing the latest outbreak of 
fighting. 

The aid agencies Concern and 
Goal abandoned the town of 
Kongor Sunday after what the 
WFP said was~axi attack by splin- 
ter breakaway SPLA groups. 


to succeed Sessions 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton Tuesday nomin- 
ated federal Judge Louis Freeh to 
head the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation (FBI). Mr. Clinton 
called the former FBI agent “a 
law enforcement legend” and “an 
investigative genius.” 

The nomination came one day 
after Mr. Clinton fired former 
Judge William Sessions who had 
faced questions of ethics about 
his use of FBI benefits. 

Mr. Freeh is 43-year-old U.S. 
-district judge from Manhattan 
who has spent nearly his entire 
career in government service. 

Mr. Clinton made the 
announcement at a Rose Garden 
ceremony attended by family and 
friends of Mr. Freeh. 

“He is experienced, energetic 
and independent. He wOl be both 
good and tough — good for the 
FBI and tough on criminals,” Mr. 
Clinton said in announcing his 
nomination. 

Although it took Mr. Clinton 
months to fire Mr. Sessions, who 
steadfastly resisted administra- 
tion entreaties that he retire, the 
president was quick in naming a 
successor. 

Mr. Clinton interviewed Mr. 
Freeh at the White House last 
Friday and aides said be had been 
the only candidate for the FBI 
post under active consideration. 

Mr. Freeh was appointed to the 
bench by President George Bush 
in 1991 after five years as an FBI 
agent and a decade as a federal 
prosecutor. As a prosecutor, be 


specialised in investigating orga- 
nised crime. 

White House Press Secretary 
Dee Dee Myers said earlier Tues- 
day that swift confirmation was 
hoped for, in part because “be 
went through foe process only 
two years ago” to become a 
federal judge. 

Mr. Freeh said, “I pledge my 
total commitment to an FBI 
whose only beacon is the rale of 
law, whose sole task is protecting 
all our people from crime and 
violence.” 

“Our country must be made 
safe again, in cities, towns, vil- 
lages and the countryside,” he 
said. 

Mr. Clinton's firing of Mr. Ses- 
sions Monday ended a long con- 
frontation between the adminis- 
tration and the embattled FBI 
chief, who refused to step down. 
In dismissing sessions, Mr. Clin- 
ton cited “serious questions” ab- 
out Sessions’ conduct and lead- 
ership. And Attorney General 
Janet Reno cited “deficiency in 
judgment'’ on the part of the 
director. 

Mr. Sessions was accused of 
ethical lapses by the Justice De- 
partment’s Office of Professional 
Responsibility (OPR) in January. 
The OPR accused him of disre- 
garding r-ii-* i.-tnicting his use 
of FBI c.u.v , .anes and other 
benefits. 

Mr. Sessions insisted Monday 
that he had done nothing wrong 
and suggested his dismissal had 
been political lj itivated. 


Kuwaiti policeman denies 
murder and rape charges 


KUWAIT (AP) — A policeman 
accused of rape and murder in a 
widely publicised attack on a 
Lebanese family’s home after the 
liberation of Kuwait two years 
ago said Tuesday he was inno- 
cent. 

The accused, JabeT AI Ameeri, 
also complained about his prison 
conditions, saying he had been ill 
for several days but his jailers 
would not refer him to a physi- 
cian. 

The 33-year-old prisoner was 
answering written questions 
handed to him by a visitor who 
spent 45 minutes with him at 
Kuwait's central prison. 

The visitor, who relayed the' 
answers back to the Associated 
Press, asked that he not be identi- 
fied. 

Naimat Faihat, 33, identified 
Mr. Ameeri in court Saturday as 
the attacker who allegedly raped 
her, killed her father, Ismail, and 
brother, Osama, then shot her in 
the head and left her for dead. 

Ms. Farfaat, whose right arm 
and leg were paralysed because of 
the head wound, left Kuwait ear- 
ly Tuesday for London on her 
back to Santa Cruz, California, 
where she has been living with 
another brother, Naim Far hat, 
since shortly after the attack. 

She would not say if she plan- 
ned to return to Kuwait when the 
court reconvenes to hear the case 
Sept. 1. 

The March 2, 1991, attack on 
the Farhats* home in the SaJwa 
district of Kuwait City has drawn 
international attention as a mea- 
sure of how willing Kuwait is to 
prosecute and punish its own 
people for revenge attacks fol- 
lowing the 1991 Gulf war. 

The Washington-based Middle 
East Watch says it has received 
reports of 40 summary execu- 
tions, 102 disappearances and 
hundreds of cases of torture by 
Kuwaiti security forces in the. 
days after the emirate’s liberation 
from Iraqi occupation Feb. 26, 
1991. 

Most of the victims were 
Arabs, mainly Palestinians ac- 
cused of collaborating with Iraqi 
occupiers. 

Mr. Ameeri was arrested in 
April after Ms. Farhat selected 


bis photograph from among 
several sent to her in the United 
States by Kuwait's interior minis- 
try. 

Ms. Farhat flew to Kuwait last 
Wednesday to meet Mr. AI 
Ameeri face-to-face in court. She 
told the judges Mr. AI Ameeri 
definitely was the man who 
attacked tire family. 

“I swear to God that I don’t 
know her and hadn't seen her 
before,” the court hearing, Mr. 
AI Ameeri said in the asnwers 
relayed to the AP. 

“May God forgive her,” be 
said. “God also will help me.” 

Mr. Ameeri has difficulty mov- 
ing his right arm and walks with a 
limp because of injuries he sus- 
tained in a car accident. He says 
the accident occurred a day be- 
fore the alleged attack on the 
Farhats’ home, but investigation 
into that claim has not been 
completed. 

Mr. Ameeri said he was “hand- 
icapped” in the accident and 
could not have posibly attacked 
the family. 

His health has further deterio- 
rated in prison, be said. “Fifty- 
five per cent of my body doesn't 
function. I haven't been able to 
use a toilet for six days and I 
haven't been referred to a physi- 
cian despite a court order,*' he 
said in response to a question 
about the prison conditions. 

Prison warden Brigadier 
General Khalil Saidan, acting on» 
a request from Mr. Ameeri's 
lawyer, Khaled A1 Ngaimshi, had 
ordered that the prisoner be re- 
ferred to a medical committee to 
determine if he required hospita- 
lisation. But the order has not 
been carried out. 

Mr. Ameeri said a representa- 
tive of Ms. Farhat had “asked for 
financial compensation in return 
for dropping the charges, 

“I don't want to pay money. 
I'm innocent and I have confi- 
dence in the court,” the- visitor 
quoted him as saying. 

Ms. Farhat’s brother, Naim, 
said last week that be would seek 
compensation for the murder of 
his father and brother, and repa- 
rations for his sister who “will 
suffer until the last day of her 
fife." 


NICOSIA (AP) — Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez AI Assad has freed 
five of the world’s longest-held 
political prisoners, old rivals who 
have been imprisoned for more 
than two decades, diplomatic 
sources reported Tuesday. 

The release last month from 
die notorious AI Mezze military 
prison in Damascus underscored 
a gradual change in the political 
climate in Syria. Mr. Assad is 
slowly opening up his country 
after 23 years of iron rale. 

The United States and its allies 
have been pressing the Syrian 
leader to ease restrictions, curb 
human rights abuses, break with 
extremist groups and narcotics 
sm ngg ling in return for Western 
economic aid. 

In Damascus, Syrian officials 
confirmed that some prisoners 
had been freed recently, but gave 
no details. 

However, the Western sources, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, identified the released men 
as: 

— Abdul Hamid Mnkdad, a 
former member of die ruling 
Baath Party’s national command. 

— Mohammad Said Talcb, for- 
mer agricultural minister and 
president of the Syrian-Soviet 
Friendship Society. 

— Haditha Murad, former 
commander of die Baath’s Popu- 
lar Army militia and member of 
the regional command. 

— Marwan Habash, a senior 
Baathist and former industry 
minister. 

— Kamel Hussein, former 
ambassador to France and mem- 
ber of the regional command. 

Mr. Taleb was arrested in early 
1971. The others were thrown in 
prison soon after Mr. Assad 
seized power in a’bloodless coup 
on Nov. 16, 1970. 

All were considered loyal to 
Major General Salah Jadid, the 
Syrian strongman from 1966 to 
1970, who was also imprisoned 
following the coup. - 

Gen. Jadid, a former chief of 
staff, assistant secretary-general, 
of the Baath’s regional command 
and Mr. Assad’s main rival at the 
time, remains in AI Mezze along 
with a half-dozen other leading 
Baathists whom Mir. Assad im- 
prisoned after taking power. 

The Syrian regime has impris- 
oned thousands of people without 


trial under emergency law, in 
force since March 8, 1963, in 
systematic crackdowns to sup- 
press all political dissent. 

Human Rights groups say hun- 
dreds, possibly more, died m 
prison, often from torture, or 
were summarily executed. 

But in recent months, Mr. 
Assad has released at least four 
other prominent dissidents. 

They are Nureddin AI Atassi, 
die Syrian president be overthrew 
in 1970, Mjali Nasraween, a 
Jord anian and former national 
command member held since 
June 1971; Hakem AI Fayez, 
another Jordanian and former 
member of the national command 
who was abducted in Lebanon in 
1971; and Hassan AI Kbatib, a 
Palestinian who was a member of 
the regional command in Jordan 
and the national command in 
Syria. He was arrested in June 
1971. 

Mr. Atassi, who was in poor 
health when he was freed. Aug. 
28, 1992, died of throat cancer in 
Paris last December. . 

The regime has given no in- 
dication that it plans to free Jadid 
and six other senior officials 
arrested with him in 1970 who are 
still behind bars. 

However, the release of the 
nine long-term prisoners has 
raised expectations that Gen. 
Jadid and the other six may soon 
be freed as well. 

In late 1991, Mr. Assad unex- 
pectedly pardoned some 3,500 
prisoners held on security 
grounds, including members of 
the outlawed ^Muslim Brother- 
hood, communists and Palesti- 
nians. 

Many of them had been held in 
prisons under harsh conditions 
lor more than a decade. 

Nearly 1,000 more were freed 
last year, including those charged 
with “activities against the secur- 
ity of the state.” 

Middle East Watch, a New 
York-based human rights group, 
reported last November that an 
estimated 4,400 political prison- 
ers remained behind bars in 
Syria. 

These include a who’s who of 
Syria’s professional elite, doctors, 
lawyers, engineers, academics 
and writers who agitated for 
democratic freedoms. 



U.K.MP arrested, 
questioned about - ^y- ; 
police assault 

LONDON (AFP) — An MP 
from the opposition Labour Party 
was arrested after a disturbance 
near the House of Commons late 
Monday and questioned about an 
alleged assault on a police Officer, 
parliamentary sources said.- 
La boor’s defence spokesman 
George Foulkes, 51, and MP 
since 1983 — who is also a Justice 
of the Peace — was taken to 
Oaring Gross police station dose 
to Westminster, but later re- 
leased without charge. The 
sources said there was a scuffle 
,outside Chancellor’s Gate at the 
House of Lords end of Westmins- 
ter, but could give no further 
details. A Scotland Yard spokes- 
woman confirmed that a 51-year- v 
old man had been in custody at 
Oaring Cross police station. “He 
was arrested at 9.20 p.m. at MD- 
hanV foi assault on a police offic- 
er and being drunk and disorder- 
ly.” The man was later released 
without charge on police baO, 
pending further inquiries, she 
said, adding that a police officer 
had been treated for facial brais- 
ing, but had not needed hospital 
treatment. 

China denies 
rumours about 
Deng’s health 


Afghanistan seeks friendly ties with India 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Afghanistan- regrets India’s backing for 
the Soviet-backed communist regime in Kabul but now wants 
friendly ties with New Delhi, Afghan Foreign Minister Hedayat 
Amin Arsala said he re Tu esday. “Let bygones be bygones,” the 
Press Trust of India (PIT) quoted him as saying in an interview 
during the first high-level contact between the two countries since 
the communists* ouster. Mr. Amin Arsala said Kabul regretted 
India's sustained support to former President Najibullah and the 
Soviet occupation of bis country, but invited India to join other 
countries m the reconstruction of war-ravaged Afghanistan. The 
Indian government announced Monday that it had decided to 
reopen its embassy in Kabul, where most countries closed their 
diplomatic missions earlier this year during intense fighting 
between rival groups. India was the strongest non-communist 
supporter of Mr. Najibullah until his fall last year. Though he is 
trapped in a United Nations compound in Kabul, his family fives in 
India. 

French man’s extradition appeal rejected 

NICOSIA (AP) — Charles Altieri, a convicted French murderer 
and drug trafficker fighting extradition to France, lost his final 
appeal Tuesday to the full Cyprus supreme court. The unanimous 
decision by the five judfges ended a five-month legal battle by Mr. 
Altieri, 37, to avoid extradition. He faces a life sentence in France 
for the murder of Judge Pierre Michel in Marseille in 1981. It was 
expected he would be flown borne as soon as the French j 
government’s extradition request is signed by Public Order j 
Minister Aiecos Evangel ou. Supreme Court Judge Demetraltis 
Demetriades announced the verdict minutes after Mr. Altieri's 
lawyer, Kyriacos Kourtis, concluded a three-hour argument against 
his dien’t extraditison. “We reject the appeal. A full judgment wOl 
be issued in due course,” Mr. Demetriades said. 

Iran cleric urges more tolerance on Islamic codes 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A leading Iranian cleric has called for 
authorities to show more tolerance towards women who violate 
Islamic codes on dressing in public, the daily Saiam newspaper 
reported here Tuesday. Hojatoleslam Javed Elahi, a leading figure 
in a public campaign to crack down on people breaching Islamic 
codes of behaviour, said most offenders just merited a ,l taUdng to" 
by security forces. Currently women are liable to be flogged or 
fined, if police find their hair showing through the cloaks and veils 
they are required to wear in public. Excessive amounts of make-up 
warrant the same punishment, and hundreds of women have been 
arrested in a crackdown since June, instigated by religious leaders 
Mr. Hojatoleslam Elahi said most women who violated Islamic 
codes were unaware they were committing any offence. Only 
women who were “aggressive” towards the security forces should 
be arrested, be said. 

Germany to free Jailed Lebanese kidnapper 

^ RLS . RUH ^ A . Lebanese jailed in Germany for 

fadnappmg will be freed and deported to his native Lebanon on 
Aug. 8 after serving half of a 13-year term, federal prosecutors said 
Tuesday. Abbas Hamadi was jailed in 1986 for his role in 
fadnappmg two German businessmen, later freed, in a failed 
attempt to force the release of a brother held in Germany for 
murder and hijacking. Justice officials in Saar state, where both 
men are held, have said there were no plans to release Mr 
Hamadi’s brother Mohammad Ali, jailed for fife m 1989 for the 

d^kwas^led * U ‘ S * airiincr to Beirut in which a U.S. navy 

Iran asks Greece to extradite Shah’s widow 

ATHENS (AFP) — Iran has asked Greece to extradite the 
visiting widow or the Shah of Iran, a foreign ministry source said 
TJiwday. Greece has yet to respond to the request, which 
filed last Tuesday, the source said. As the widow Farah DibsTu 
due to leave Greece Wednesday , there probably iSS £ ft* 
to approve the petition, the source added. 


PEKING (R) — China, fighting a ; 
new barrage of rumours about 
the health of its elderly senior 
leader Deng Xiaoping, denied 
Tuesday that there was anything 
wrong with Jhe patriarch. “Com- 
rade Deng Xiaoping's health is in 
good condition," a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said by tele- 
phone in answer to a reporter's 
question. Rumours about the 
health of Mr. Deng, who turns 89 
next mouth, periodically sweep 
the capital. The current round of 
whispered Teports began last 
week, and spread to stock market 
players in Hong Kong. Mr. Deng, 
the architect of China’s economic 
reforms, has no official position 
any more but is still the country’s 
mdsr influential figure. 

Ailitralian thieves 
take even the 
kitchen sink 


HOBART, Australia (R) — 
Thieves m die sleepy island of 
Tasmania have made off with just 
about everything — including die. ■ ( 
kitchen sink. Police are investi-^fr 
gating the theft Sunday of 23 - 
toilets, 22 hot water systems, six 
shower bases, six coils of copper 
wire and 30 kitchen sinks from a 
plumbing supply store. Police 
admitted Tuesday they bad no 
leads and are apealmg for people 
to be wary of anyone peddling 
cheap homeware items. “People 
are used to being offered videos 
or TVs down at their local pub, 
but it’s not every day someone 
offers you a sink,” detective 
Sergeant Mike Young told Au- 
stralian Associated Press. Police 
estimate the gang took at least an 
hour to cart away the goods and 
may have made more than one 
Crip. They hope their appeal will, 
flush out the thieves. 

Tonnes of lead it? - 

to keep 
Tower of 
Pisa on its feet 

ROME (AFP) — Technicians 
nave temporarily placed 12 ton- 
nes of lead inside the Tuning 
Tower of Pisa over the past five 
85* ? bid to prevent the 
Middle Ages monument from 
falhng over altogether, experts 
Mid. In an experimental opera- 
tion expected to take six months, 
a committee of 13 international 
experts plans to anchor up to 100 
tonnes of lead inside thestiuctore 
which, because of an underlying 
y^ ter fable , has listed ever once 
its construction in the 12th cen- 
tury. The tower, one of Italy’s: . 
major tourist attractions, was jfcjl 
closed m 1990. Last year tedmi- 
Mnsattached steel cables to the 
JJ,uuu-tonne tower in a bid to* 
prevent its collapse. Official* in - 
charge of die work said they 
Sy** 1 J. e t ? WCT *ouM reopen to ■ - - 
m two at most, 
although experts acknowledge 
they are not sure that the lead 
Pwent the 800- . 

year-old lean from getting worse. j 
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